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The MCG returned to big-time concert shows when more than 73,000 
fans enjoyed a Guns N’ Roses spectacular.
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Hawthorn Football Club CEO Stuart 
Fox has been appointed as the 
MCC’s new chief executive officer, 

replacing the retiring Stephen Gough.
Stuart will commence in the role in 

mid-March, with a short handover from his 
predecessor before the AFL season moves 
into full swing.

The MCC CEO position is one that is 
not only highly coveted but has become 
increasingly complex. 

Stuart will be responsible for the 
operation of one of the world’s most 
unique sporting clubs, including its 
110,000 members, and management of 
the MCG, but he will also oversee the 
MCC’s management of the National Sports 
Museum, Yarra Park and several other 
sporting facilities in Melbourne.

Stuart brings more than 20 years’ 
experience in sports administration, with 
the last 16 years spent at two of the most 
successful AFL clubs of the modern era – 
Hawthorn and Geelong Cats.

The 46-year-old joined Hawthorn as 
CEO in 2009, following nearly a decade 
at Geelong, where he worked under Brian 
Cook as chief operating officer, as well as 
general manager of stadium operations at 
the Cats’ venue in Kardinia Park. Prior to 
that, he worked in sport and recreation in 
local government in Geelong.

The Cats won two AFL premierships 
(2007 and 2009) in his final three years 
at the club. At Hawthorn he has overseen 
a hat-trick of premierships (2013, 2014 
and 2015), along with record membership 
numbers, a successful push into Tasmania 
and multimillion dollar operating profits in 
each year of his reign.

In announcing the appointment prior to 

Christmas, MCC president Steven Smith 
said Stuart was an outstanding choice in a 
very competitive field.

“Stuart Fox is an experienced leader who 
has an enviable track record of success,” 
said MCC president Steven Smith. “He 
brings with him a deep understanding of 
the AFL, one of our key stakeholders, and 
experience operating a stadium.

“We look forward to Stuart tackling the 
opportunities and challenges that confront 
our club and the MCG over the coming 
years.”

Our new leader says he is looking 
forward to the challenge.

“I am excited about joining the MCC, 
which to me is one of the most prestigious 
sporting clubs in Australia,” he said. “To 
be given the opportunity to steer the club 
and the MCG through the next phase of 

Welcome aboard, Stuart
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its history is one I am very much looking 
forward to.”

Stuart will become just the seventh MCC 
secretary/CEO in the past 138 years (see 
table) and if that history is any guide, he is 
set for a lengthy and productive stint at the 
crease.

MCC contacts

Cricket Australia recently laid out the schedule 
of international cricket matches in Australia next 
summer, with the Ashes Test series against England 
the main event on the card.

The last three Boxing Day Tests between cricket’s 
oldest foes have drawn opening day crowds of 89,155 
(2006) 84,345 (2010) and a world record 91,112 (2013), 
so we expect another blockbuster this December.

The two teams will also contest five 50-over matches 
immediately following the Test series, one of which will 
be at the MCG (January 14).  The ‘G will also host a T20 
international between the countries on February 10.

Arrangements for MCC members, including access 
and ticket details, will be confirmed in due course.

Ashes schedule  
confirmed

MCC secretaries/CEOs  
since 1879

Major Ben Wardill (1879-1911)
Hugh Trumble (1911-1938)
Vernon Ransford (1939-57)
Ian Johnson (1957-83)
Dr John Lill (1983-2000)
Stephen Gough (2000-17)
Stuart Fox (2017 - )



3MCC NEWSMarch 2017

CLUB NEWS

Another cricket season has drawn 
to a close, and the start of another 
AFL season is almost upon us. 

Football feels like it has come early this 
year with the introduction of AFLW. The 
women's footy has made a huge impact and 
has football followers focusing on the game 
much earlier than has been the case in past 
years. While rain played a frustrating role 
on a number of days during the Boxing Day 
Test, the Australian team’s performance 
on the final day to secure victory was 
quite remarkable.  The power hitting of 
Mitchell Starc on that fifth morning and 
the excitement as each Pakistan wicket fell 
later that afternoon was unexpected and 
exhilarating.

A significant event occurred prior to 
the start of the Test, with a ceremony held 
at the Indigenous scar tree in Yarra Park, 
one of many activities to mark the 150th 
anniversary of an MCC v Aboriginal XI 
match at the MCG in 1866. 

It was a great honour to receive from 
Aboriginal elder Richard Kennedy a 
commemorative message stick, which 
had been presented to the Mullagh Wills 
Foundation at the start of its Journey to 
the MCG last March and held in safe 
keeping ever since. Still on cricket, it was 
disappointing for members and fans that 
the T20 internationals held in February 
did not feature a full-strength Australia 
lineup due to a clash with the Test series in 
India.  Scheduling is a major issue for world 
cricket at the present time, and while I can 
appreciate the complexities involved, it is 
hoped such a situation can be avoided in 
future.

In between cricket matches, on February 
14, we managed to configure the arena to 
successfully stage a Guns N’ Roses concert 
for more than 73,000 people.  It was good 
to see the MCG return to hosting major 
music acts and I was equally delighted at the 
presentation of the ground for the cricket 
that followed three days later.  

As was announced to members in the 
days before Christmas, we have secured 
the services of Stuart Fox as our new CEO, 
replacing the retiring Stephen Gough.  
Stuart comes to us with extensive experience 
in sports administration, particularly at two 
successful AFL clubs, but equally we have 

been impressed by his strong interpersonal 
skills and willingness to innovate.  We look 
forward to his arrival in mid-March.

Stuart has big shoes to fill.  Stephen 
Gough has been an outstanding leader over 
the past 17 years, during a period of great 
change in not only our club, but also the 
MCG and the relationships we have with 
our key codes, tenants and stakeholders.  
On behalf of all members I thank Stephen 
for all that he has achieved during his 
term as CEO, and we wish him well with 
whatever the future holds for such a 
talented and highly respected individual.  

In March we will also farewell two long-
standing committee members, David Crow 
and Stephen Spargo, who have each made a 
significant contribution to club life for more 
than two decades.

A former MCC First XI fast bowler, 
David joined the committee in 1993 and 
was elected vice-president in 2013. In 
that time he has served as chairman of 
MCC Cricket, as well as the Australian 
Cricket Hall of Fame, and was pivotal 
to the introduction of Honorary Cricket 
membership.

David has also been a driving force 
behind establishment of our MCC women’s 
cricket teams and the Australia Post 
Avenue of Legends series, which Richmond 
champion Kevin Bartlett will join when his 
statue is unveiled in Yarra Park in late-
March.

Stephen Spargo joined the committee 
in 2000 and was elected vice-president 
in 2011.  An experienced commercial 
lawyer, Stephen has a strong MCC family 
connection. His father, Colin, also served on 
the committee for 17 years, including six as 
vice-president, and Stephen’s passion for the 
club and its members has been a standout 
trait, particularly in his role as chairman of 
the MCC Foundation.

I am indebted to both gentlemen for their 
support and friendship, and I thank them 
for their tireless work to ensure we retain 
a strong and vibrant club life. I am sure 
we will continue to see them around the 
Reserve for years to come.

I'd also like to acknowledge Mike 
Fitzpatrick, the outgoing AFL chairman on 
the extraordinary success and growth of the 
competition during his 10 years at the helm. 
We look forward to working productively 
with his successor, Richard Goyder, and 
continuing the strong relationship with the 
AFL. 

Finally I congratulate the 37 members 
of the club who were recognised for their 
contributions to the community in the 
recent Australia Day Honours list.  We are 
proud that we have so many members who 
have been honoured in these awards.  

With a big football season almost here, 
along with two major soccer events in 
June, I look forward to seeing many of you 
around the club over the next six months.

From the President
STEVEN SMITH, PRESIDENT

MCC president Steven Smith with the commemorative message stick presented by Aboriginal elder Richard 
Kennedy (centre) in Yarra Park before the start of the Boxing Day Test.
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Crowy's innings closes
Anyone who has spent 24 years at the 

heartbeat of an organisation will be 
hard pressed to highlight one achievement 
over another, and for outgoing vice-
president David Crow it is no different. 

A former fast bowler with enough talent 
to top the First XI bowling averages in 
1969/70, David’s affinity with cricket and 
our sporting heritage have been constants 
since he joined the committee in 1993.

Among David’s most significant 
contributions are his terms as chairman 
of the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame, an 
MCC creation that now lives proudly in the 
National Sports Museum, and his role as 
MCC Cricket chairman in the establishment 
of our inaugural MCC women’s cricket 
teams five years ago. 

David can also point to being at the helm 
during one of the successful cricket seasons 
in MCC history. In 2012/13 we peeled 
off eight of the available 13 men's titles, 
including the First XI premiership, and it is 
an achievement of which he is most proud. 

He also played a major role in the 
resurgence of Club XI cricket, the formation 
of MCC Kew Sports Club and has 
passionately pursued an MCC Foundation 
Sports Giving Program that is in its 
formative stages.

Apart from his cricket service, David has 
been a strong supporter of our heritage 
operations. He initiated an MCG statues 

program, which led to the Tattersall’s Parade 
of the Champions project and the more 
recent Australia Post Avenue of Legends 
series in Yarra Park.

A vice-president for the past four years, 
David’s tenure on the committee will end 
in March, leaving him with many lasting 
memories.

“To say it’s been an honour to serve on 
the committee for that length of time is an 
understatement,” he said. “I have gained 
huge satisfaction from my involvement 
in the operations and sports of the MCC. 
My wife (Sue) and I have attended many 
wonderful events, met a long list of 
interesting people and made many lifelong 
friends. It has been an amazing period of 
my life.”

When pressed, among David’s favourite 
MCG events list includes the 1964 grand 
final, the MCC’s 150th birthday celebration 
in 1988, Ted Whitten’s farewell lap in 
1995, the first day of the 1981 Boxing Day 
Test, the 2006 Commonwealth Games, 
2015 Cricket World Cup Final and concert 
performances by Michael Jackson and The 
Three Tenors. 

David has also witnessed major changes 
in the professional management of the MCC 
and MCG, but leaves us with this message 
to members.

“The huge majority of our members 
are in effect MCG members, as they 

don’t participate in the many wonderful 
MCC functions, events and tours the 
club provides,” he says. “I encourage our 
membership to be more involved. I can 
assure them they will not be disappointed.”

Spargo bows out

Max Walker regales his audience at The Bradman Luncheon in 2012.

Stephen Spargo joins his fellow vice-
president, David Crow, in stepping down 

from the MCC Committee in March, in his 
case after 17 years of dedicated service.

The Spargo name is a prominent one in 
MCC history, with Stephen’s father, Colin, 
also a former committeeman and vice-
president.  In a fitting symmetry, both father 
and son will have served the same number 
of years on the committee, with each also 
filling a vice-president role for six years.

A passionate advocate for members, 
Stephen was chairman of the MCC 
Foundation and played a key role in the 
club’s acquisition of MCC Kew Sports Club 
and the upcoming development of sports 
facilities at Beaumaris Secondary College.
But, he says, the most significant matter 

during his involvement was the northern 
stand redevelopment that was undertaken 
from 2002-06.

The project required the committee to 
oversee a number of critical tasks carried 
out by management, including finalising the 
model for the club’s financing of the project 
and completing the necessary legislative 
and contractual agreements between the 
Victorian government, MCG Trust and 
MCC.

“Being a committee member while these 
events transpired was very fulfilling,” 
recalled Stephen. “Of particular reward 
was the fact that successful completion 
of all aspects of the project reinforced the 
appropriateness of the MCC’s ongoing 
management and stewardship of the MCG.” 

In considering taking on a committee 
role, Stephen said his family’s connection 
with the club helped him understand the 
important role the club plays in Melbourne 
life.

“I have long been aware of the club’s 
rich history and the efforts of so many 
wonderful people who with distinction have 
served the club, either as administrators, 
players and volunteers. This definitely 
shaped my view about the club’s relevance 
and what it is capable of achieving for 
current and future members, and the public 
more generally.” 

Like David Crow, Stephen urges members 
to think beyond the MCG when it comes to 
utilising their membership.

“As enjoyable as the Members Reserve 
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experience can be with family and friends, 
it can be further enriched by becoming 
involved in the club's sporting sections 
and special interest groups, its museum 
and library or its national sports museum.  
Within the National Sports Museum and 
MCG tours in particular, our volunteers 
play such an important role in bringing 
Australian sport to life for so many visitors 
to Melbourne.”

Outgoing MCC vice-president Stephen 
Spargo (second from left) with Damien 
Fleming, Hugh Jackman and Mike Gatting 
at the 2013 Boxing Day Breakfast.

Final siren sounds for 'Goughy'
With his successor Stuart Fox to set 

foot in his new office in the coming 
weeks, retiring CEO Stephen Gough will 
have much on which to reflect when he 
departs at the end of March.

The man affectionately known as 
‘Goughy’ has been a forthright, popular and 
strong leader during a period of immense 
change and growth within the club. He 
leaves the club in robust health, and has 
played a vital role in the evolution of our 
mighty stadium.

Originally from Cooma in New South 
Wales, Stephen joined the MCC in 2000 
after seven years as Carlton Football Club 
CEO, part of an 18-year association with 
the Blues after an earlier career as a teacher.

Among many highlights during 17 years 
at the helm, perhaps his most significant 
contribution was steering the $465 
million redevelopment of the northern 
side of the MCG, which was completed in 
2006, and the subsequent staging of the 
Commonwealth Games.

The project was a massive undertaking, 
and the complexities of meeting modern day 
patron expectations while ensuring member 
and stakeholder needs were met needed a 
capable and firm hand at the wheel. While 
there were many tense and challenging 
moments during that time, Stephen’s poise, 
calm demeanour and attention to detail 
ensured the work was completed on time 
and to high acclaim.

Securing the transfer of management of 
Yarra Park to MCC in 2009, and drastically 

improving the park amenity ever since, will 
be one of Stephen’s lasting legacies. As will 
the opening of the National Sports Museum 
and delivering new stadium technology, such 
as giant screen scoreboards and whole-of-
ground WiFi.

The list of achievements is lengthy, and 
there were big events and record crowds 
aplenty.  Thankfully, the difficult moments 
are fewer in number.

Those who know Stephen well will not 
be surprised to hear him nominate the 
Members Reserve lockout at the 2007 
AFL preliminary final as the event that 
long afterwards kept him awake at night. 
The club underestimated the number of 

members wanting to see the Cats end a 44-
year premiership drought and, critically, did 
not have a robust procedure to handle the 
scenario.  It is a credit to Stephen that the 
problem has not resurfaced.

Stephen has instilled in his people what 
he refers to as a “can-do” attitude.  This 
approach was best typified when the MCG, 
at short notice, pulled together under 
Stephen’s leadership to deliver the Tsunami 
Appeal cricket match in 2005 and Sound 
Relief concert in 2009. Both were hugely 
successful and raised millions for people in 
need.

Well played, ‘Goughy’.
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Family friendly footy on Sundays

The long wait for footy fans is 
almost over, with the AFL season to 
commence on Thursday March 23 

when Carlton hosts Richmond at the MCG. 
The MCG playing surface will be made 

available for a kick-to-kick opportunity 
after 11 Sunday matches, up from eight 
games last year. 

To ensure the quality of the playing 
surface is maintained to the MCG’s high 
standard, kick-to-kick will not be offered 
during June or July, nor on the Sunday 
before the Anzac Eve/Anzac Day matches, 
which this season fall on a Monday and 
Tuesday. 

“The MCG is Australia’s favourite patch 
of turf, and while we do need to balance 
access for fans with our heavy schedule of 
events to preserve the grounds’ condition 
during winter, we know that people of all 
ages will relish the chance to be out on the 
surface,” said MCC CEO Stephen Gough.

Kids in free in National Sports Museum
There will be a number of other initiatives 
available at every Sunday match at the 
MCG this football season:
•Children under 15 will be granted free 

Since its inception, the event has raised 
almost $2 million, and we hope MCC 
members can get behind this worthy cause 
again in 2017. 

For more information please visit 
melbournecitymission.org.au or phone 
1800 626 572.

 
 

For the fifth consecutive year, the 
MCC will partner with Melbourne 
City Mission for Sleep at the ‘G on 

Thursday May 4, an event designed to raise 
money and awareness of the issue of youth 
homelessness in Victoria.

Thousands of young people have no 
place to call home every night in Victoria. 
Sleep at the ’G is Melbourne’s response to 
this tragedy – and you and your team are 
invited to be a part of it. 

When you register your team to Sleep 
at the ’G, you’ll join 1000 others braving 
the cold while spending a great night in an 
iconic venue. Best of all, you’ll raise funds 
to help end youth homelessness. And that 
means you’ll keep young people safe, warm 
and housed this winter.

The aim of the event is to give 
participants a taste of the experience 
faced by thousands of homeless people 
each night by providing an opportunity to 
sleep out in the elements, albeit within the 
confines of a stadium.

Help put youth homelessness to bed

admission to the National Sports Museum 
when arriving with an adult, which aligns 
with the “kids in free” initiative to all 
Sunday AFL games in all sections of the 
MCG.
•A kids’ meal deal will again be offered 
in Food Store outlets in all areas of the 
stadium.
•There will be special pre-game activities 
in the museum, with possibilities including 
book signings and cartoonists (specific 
details to be advised).
It’s all part of the continued focus on a 
family-friendly offering at the MCG.

 
 

Sunday April 2            Melbourne v Carlton
Sunday April 9            Carlton v Essendon
Sunday April 30          Geelong v Collingwood
Sunday May 7             Melbourne v Hawthorn
Sunday May 14           Richmond v Fremantle
Sunday May 21           Melbourne v North Melbourne
Sunday May 28           Collingwood v Brisbane Lions
Sunday August 6         Richmond v Hawthorn
Sunday August 13       Melbourne v St Kilda
Sunday August 20       Melbourne v Brisbane Lions
Round 23 (date tbc)    Richmond v St Kilda

Post-game MCG turf access in 2017
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Some of world football's biggest names - 
including Lionel Messi and Neymar Jr – 

are set to grace the MCG, as Brazil takes on 
Argentina and our Socceroos in two major 
events in June.

On June 9, the two South American 
nations will play in the SuperClasico de 
las Americas, before Brazil backs up for a 
clash with the Australian team on June 13, 
which will serve as a vital tune-up for the 
home side before their Confederations Cup 
campaign in Russia.

All categories of members and their 
guests will be able to access the MCC 
Members Reserve for both events.

As has been the case for recent special 
events that have been hosted at the ground, 
members (except 50-Year and Honorary 
Life members) will be required to pay a 
subsidised admission fee to enter the 
Reserve. This fee will be $50 for the June 9 
match and $40 for the fixture on June 13.

Note: The actual member must attend 
with their card and the entitlement is not 
transferable. Guest cards are transferable, 
but entry entitlements must also be 
purchased for these cards and they must 
be used in accordance with the normal 
conditions.

Also on sale now are visitor tickets for 
guests (maximum of four per Full and 
Restricted member and two per Provisional 

member). They cost $115 (adults) and $60 
(children aged 6-14) for the first match and 
$95 (adults) and $50 (children aged 6-14) 
for the second match.

Tickets are already on sale and selling 
fast for the Brazil v Argentina game. MCC 
members will be able to purchase tickets 
for themselves and their guests on March 
16 at 9.00am for the Brazil v Socceroos 
contest.

Note: Members will not be able to 
purchase visitor tickets unless they have 
validated their own card for entry. Tickets 
are available at Ticketek, or at the club 
during business hours.

Join us as we tour USA

Following our report in the previous 
edition of MCC News, we can confirm 
that an MCC members’ tour to 

the USA will definitely be going ahead in 
August.

A limited number of places are still 
available for members and their family or 
friends to join us for a packed itinerary 
containing a range of experiences and 
activities.

After departing Melbourne on August 24, 
the 21-day tour will start with a few days in 
New York to take in all that “the city that 
never sleeps” has to offer, including centre 
court tickets for Day 1 of the US Open 
tennis at Flushing Meadows. 

The tour then makes its way south, 
spending a few days travelling through 
Philadelphia, Washington DC, Charleston 
and Savannah, where there is plenty of time 
to take in the history of these unique places. 
For those who like golf, Savannah and – 
later in the tour, Monterey - will present an 
opportunity to play on some great courses.   

It’s then on to the Napa Valley to take 
in the world-famous wine region. We then 
head west to San Francisco to experience 
the foodie culture, Alcatraz, the famous 
Golden Gate Bridge and the town of 
Sausalito among many others. 

The tour then moves through Monterey 
and along the Pacific Coast to Paso Robles.  
The journey concludes by taking in Santa 
Barbara and Malibu, before finishing up in 
Santa Monica, Los Angeles with the option 
to extend your travel should you wish to see 
more of this great land or its neighbouring 
countries.

With tennis, golf, food, wine and 
history to enjoy, in addition to the good 
camaraderie and company of fellow MCC 
members, this is one tour not to be missed.

To put down a deposit to secure your 
place, or to view an itinerary, members can 
visit mcc.org.au/usatour. Detailed enquiries 
can be also made via email membership@
mcc.org.au or phone 03 9657 8888.

 
 
Provisional members

Both of these matches are Category 4 
events for Provisional members, meaning 
they will be able to purchase entry 
entitlements for themselves and up to two 
visitor tickets for guests. They will also be 
able purchase reserved seating on levels 
1 and 4, access walk-up seating on levels 
2 and 3, make a booking in the Members 
Dining Room and make application for 
Balcony passes for guests.

For the latest update on ticket 
availability, as well as arrangements for 
dining and Long Room/Balcony passes, 
please visit mcc.org.au.

Brazilian star Neymar Jr is just one of 
several big names in world football tipped 
to run out on the MCG in June.

South American soccer giants head 
down under

Visit iconic landmarks and enjoy plenty of good 
food and sporting experiences on the MCC 
members’ USA tour in August.
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Just reward for quiet achiever

MCC member Jan Dimmick was 
named joint Citizen of the Year 
by Boorondara Council on 

Australia Day this year, in recognition of her 
outstanding contribution to the community 
over more than four decades.

A proud Melbourne Football Club 
member, Jan has been a volunteer tour guide 
at the MCG for more than 26 years and 
sits on the MCC Australia Day Committee. 
She has also volunteered with a range of 
organisations, which has provided her with 
many fantastic and fulfilling experiences.

Jan’s family connection with the club 
goes back four generations on her father’s 
side. Her uncle, William Thomas Lorimer 
was killed in World War I and his name can 
be found on the honour roll inside Gate 2. 
Her father, John James Graham Colclough, 
played 11 VFL matches for Melbourne FC 
in 1901 as well as cricket for MCC. 

Jan’s late husband Frank, who was 
also an MCC member, joined the Royal 
Australian Air Force at aged 18. After 
training, he was sent to England and 
was part of the 460 Squadron Bomber 
Command. Jan met Frank after the war 
while both were studying at Melbourne 
Uni. Frank was secretary and then president 
of the Bomber Command Association in 
Australia. Jan joined the committee as an 
events and fundraising organiser and now 
holds the position of vice-chair.

In addition to her duties with the Bomber 
Command and as a long-standing MCG 
guide, Jan has volunteered with Arthritis 
Association, Red Cross, Melbourne FC, 
St John’s Church Camberwell, Surf Life 

Waste not, want not

Saving, Presbyterian Ladies College, the 
Liberal Party, Hawthorn Community 
Chest, the Heart Foundation and the 2006 
Commonwealth Games. 

Jan was a member at Kooyong and 
Auburn Heights tennis clubs, where she 
played pennant tennis and began her career 
as an umpire. Jan was asked if she would 
umpire the juniors and, after a while, 
progressed to higher levels until eventually 
she became a chair umpire and line court 
judge at the Australian Open. 

Jan’s distinguished tennis umpiring 
career spanned 21 years, during which 
she witnessed many famous (and some 
infamous) moments. She was a line court 
judge during the match in which John 
McEnroe was disqualified in 1990. 

According to Jan, her volunteering 
highlight was being a torch bearer for 

the 2000 Olympic Games – chosen in 
recognition for service to the community. 
In addition, she has received a Centenary 
Medal for services to community and sport, 
and was also chosen to represent 2006 
Commonwealth Games volunteers from the 
metropolitan region, to have lunch with the 
Queen at the Royal Exhibition Building. Jan 
was lucky enough to be seated next to Her 
Majesty!

Speaking about her latest honour, Jan said 
she was “thrilled, honoured, humbled and 
proud”, adding that she enjoys volunteering 
because she loves people and the satisfaction 
of helping others.  There can be no 
argument she has achieved that, and more.

See page 23 for a list of other MCC 
members recognised in this year's Australia 
Day honours.

The club’s commitment to operating 
in an environmentally responsible 
manner is reflected in several 

areas, including water conservation, 
environmental protection and energy 
efficiency. However, it is in waste 
management that we are making the 
biggest strides.  

As we reported in our previous edition, 
last year the stadium diverted more 
than 1377 tones of rubbish from landfill, 
recycling 77 per cent of all waste created 
at the venue.  This is achieved through 

strict policies regarding the materials and 
products brought into the stadium, along 
with thorough waste segregation.

Now, the MCC has entered into an 
agreement with Red Group to collect all soft 
plastics and sort them, before distributing 
to Replas to make useable items for the 
MCG.

One of those items – a set of 40 bollards 
for use in Yarra Park – was installed in 
December, saving an incredible 100,000 
plastic bags from going to landfill.

These bollards, made from recycled MCG plastic, 
are set for use in Yarra Park.

TOP: Jan Dimmick (right) with MCC 
volunteers coordinator, Kate Freer. 
RIGHT: Jan accepts her 25-year 
volunteer service award from MCC 
committee member Karen Wood 
in 2015.
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A handy hall of fame trio

Two of Australia’s greatest top-order 
batsmen, David Boon and Matthew 
Hayden, and brilliant women’s all-

rounder Betty Wilson were inducted into the 
Australian Cricket Hall of Fame in January.

ACHoF chairman and MCC cricket 
chairman, Peter King, announced the 
inductees in Sydney prior to the Allan 
Border Medal ceremony.

David Boon was a key figure in the rise 
of the Australia side under Allan Border 
that went from easy-beats to winners of the 
World Cup in 1987, and then became the 
best Test team in the world. He played a 
crucial role in putting Tasmanian cricket on 
the map.

After his retirement as a player David 
worked within Tasmanian cricket before 
taking up his current role as a highly 
respected ICC match referee. 

“David was a reassuring presence either 
as opener or number three, with more than 
13,000 international runs across more than 
a decade at the highest level,” said Mr King. 
“He epitomises the tough-as-teak Australian 
cricketer.”

Matthew Hayden stands fifth in the list 
of all-time Australia Test run-scorers and his 
tally of 30 Test hundreds is bettered by only 
two countrymen in history – Ricky Ponting 
(41) and Steve Waugh (32).

He is one of only 10 players in history 
to have held the record for the highest 
individual Test score, thanks to his 380 
against Zimbabwe in 2003. On the 2001 
tour to India he was head and shoulders 
above his teammates in mastering the 
conditions, amassing 541 runs in just three 
Tests.

“Matthew featured prominently in the 
Australia squads that went unbeaten to win 
successive World Cups in 2003 and 2007,” 
said Mr King. “His role as an intimidating 
opening batsman – in the Test and limited 
overs arena - and outstanding slip fielder 
mark him out as one of the greatest players 
this country has produced.”

In the 11 Tests she played, Betty Wilson 
– who passed away in 2010 – scored 862 
runs at 57.40 and took 68 wickets at 11.80, 
including 90 and 10 wickets on debut 
against New Zealand on debut in 1948. In 
her second match, she weighed in with 111 
– becoming the first Australian woman to 
score a Test hundred against England – and 
another nine wickets.

In Melbourne in 1958 against England 
she became the first cricketer, male or 
female, to score a hundred and take 10 
wickets in a Test, and her haul in that match 
included the first hat-trick by a woman in 
that form of the game. 

“Betty was a woman ahead of her time, 
thanks to her brilliant all-round skills as 
a batter and off-spinner,” said Mr King. 

“It was cricket’s misfortune that she only 
played 11 Tests - due in part to World War 
II, but also because her career spanned a 
period when far fewer women’s cricket 
matches were played than in the modern 
era.

“It is fantastic that Betty can take her 
rightful place in the pantheon of great 
cricketers produced by this country.”

The hall of fame was first proposed by the 
MCC in 1995 and officially opened in 1996.  
It is now located inside the National Sports 
Museum at the MCG. With the support 
of Cricket Australia and Cricket Victoria, 
10 players were inducted at its official 
opening in 1996 and a further 36 have been 
welcomed since.

TOP: The late Betty Wilson’s nephew, Ken Wilson (centre), with Betty’s fellow Australian Cricket Hall of Fame inductees, 
Matthew Hayden (left) and David Boon, at the announcement in January. 
BELOW: Boon and Hayden in full flight. BOTTOM, LEFT: Wilson, circa 2000.
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MCG comes up roses  
in rock concert return

A packed MCG was on show for all to see at the Guns N’ Roses concert in February

More than six months in the 
planning, and eight years after 
hosting its most recent concert, 

the Guns N’ Roses performance on 
Valentine’s Day was memorable for all the 
right reasons.

A crowd of 73,756 packed the arena and 
the grandstands to see Axl Rose, Slash, Duff 
McKagan and Dizzy Reed perform together 
as part of the Not In This Lifetime Tour that 
had been earning rave reviews wherever it 
went.

It was the second-highest concert crowd 
in MCG history, falling narrowly behind 
the last concert at the ‘G when 80,518 fans 
gathered for Sound Relief, to raise money 
for the Victorian Bushfire Appeal in 2009.

With little recent concert experience, and 
a Twenty20 international to be played at the 
ground less than 72 hours later, there were 
some understandable nerves as 54 semi-
trailer loads of equipment and a 300-strong 

workforce began bumping into the stadium 
four days before the show.

It was a major logistical and planning 
exercise that we are pleased to report was 
achieved with little impact on the turf, and 
with our standing as a major concert venue 
enhanced. Don’t take our word for it; let’s 
hear from ‘Opie’ the production manager 
for Guns N’ Roses:

“The last time I was in the venue was in 
1995 with the Rolling Stones,” he said in 
an email to the club after the show. “I had 
a great experience then and was very much 
looking forward to coming back. 

“The venue most certainly did not 
disappoint. We had a tremendous time from 
the moment we walked in to the time that 
we left.  

The MCG is at the top of its class and I 
was honoured to be able to do a show there. 
I would recommend the venue to anyone 
and just hope that it is not another 22 years 

before I can visit again.”
This was not your standard MCG event.  

There was no MCC Reserve, and clearly 
some of the attire being worn in those 
areas would not have passed muster at the 
football or cricket.

However, the club was pleased to be able 
to secure four rooms in which to allow 400 
members and their 600 guests to enjoy some 
fine hospitality before enjoying the gig.  

The Frank Grey Smith Bar, Long Room, 
Members Dining Room and Jim Stynes Grill 
were all in use for pre-concert functions. 
Another 650 members took the opportunity 
to purchase concert tickets in a pre-sale 
period last August.

While much has been made of the 
band appearing 50 minutes late, and 
the unfortunate ‘Welcome, Sydney” 
introduction to the crowd, the show itself 
was spectacular. 

The two-and-a-half hour performance 
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MCG comes up roses  
in rock concert return

featured 23 songs, including popular classics 
such as Welcome to the Jungle, Civil War, 
November Rain, Live and Let Die, You 
Could Be Mine, Sweet Child O’ Mine and 
Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door, before the 
finale of Paradise City whipped the crowd 
into a frenzy once more.  We were even 
treated to a special guest appearance by AC/
DC rocker Angus Young.

No sooner had the fans departed and 
the band left the stage that work began on 
dismantling the entire setup and preparing 
the pitch and outfield for the cricket match 
three days later.  That there was barely 
any trace of the concert’s presence so soon 
afterwards is a testament to the efforts of 
all involved, and a nod to the quality of 
Australia’s favourite playing surface. 

After a show like Guns N’ Roses, we 
remain hopeful and confident that it will 
not be another eight years before we are 
planning to host our next large-scale 
musical act.  

Attendance Event Date

80,518 Sound Relief March 14, 2009

73,756 Guns N' Roses Feb 14, 2017

55,547 Mushroom Records 25th Anniversary Nov 14, 1998

50,974 Madonna Nov 27, 1993

50,934 Rolling Stones March 27, 1995

50,933 Madonna Nov 26, 1993

49,816 Paul McCartney March 9, 1993

48,689 Michael Jackson Nov 24, 1996

Highest MCG  
concert attendances
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A stunning display by Australia on 
the final day of the Boxing Day 
Test against Pakistan, whereby they 

turned a seemingly lifeless, rain-marred 
contest into a pulsating victory, was one of 
the highlights of the MCG cricket summer.

The MCG ground staff had spent as 
much time on the field as the players on the 
first four days of the Test, as Melbourne 
served up a spate of humid, unstable 
weather that led to several hours of play lost 
on Boxing Day, as well as the second and 
fourth day.

On the final morning, Australia resumed 
on 6/465 in reply to Pakistan’s 9/443 
declared, with the small crowd carrying 
little hope of seeing a result.

But a blistering 84 from 91 balls by 
Mitchell Starc (including an MCG Test 
record of seven sixes) and a sublime 165 
not out from captain Steve Smith enabled a 
declaration at 8/624.

Needing 10 wickets in little more than 
two sessions, the Australian cause seemed 
lost as Pakistan reached 2/63 – before 
collapsing in a heap. The visitors lost eight 
wickets in the ensuing two hours to be 
dismissed for 163 and lose by an innings 
and 18 runs in the final hour of the match. 

Starc put the finishing touches on 
a remarkable day by claiming 4/36 in 
Pakistan’s second innings, including the final 
three wickets.

Earlier in the match, a patient Boxing 
Day crowd of 63,478 (the highest for a Test 
day involving Pakistan) saw just 50.5 overs 
of action before rain ended proceedings. 
Only another 50.3 overs were possible on 

the second day, enough time for Pakistan 
opener Azhar Ali to reach his century.

On a rain-free third day, Ali moved along 
to 205, succumbing just three runs short of 
Vic Richards’ 208 in 1984 – still the highest 
Test score by a visiting batsman at the 
MCG.  The Percy Beames Bar wall, which 
commemorates the best Test achievements 
by batsman and bowler at the MCG, will 
carry the Master Blaster’s name for at least 
another year.

The home team also won the MCG one-
day international (ODI) on December 9 
against New Zealand. The 117-run triumph 
was due mainly to a blistering 156 from 128 
balls by opener David Warner – the fourth-
highest individual ODI innings at the MCG. 

As we entered the New Year, all eyes were 
on the MCG for the Big Bash League derby 
between Melbourne Stars and Melbourne 
Renegades.  The corresponding fixture the 
previous summer drew more than 80,000 
fans – breaking all manner of domestic 
cricket crowd records – and expectations 
were high.

The final crowd of 71,162 was the 
second-highest domestic T20 crowd at the 
MCG (see accompanying table). On another 
rain-affected day, the Renegades triumphed 
by nine runs under the Duckworth-Lewis 
method, after the Stars’ run chase was 
reduced by two overs due to a light shower 
in the innings break.

The average attendance across the four 
MCG BBL matches was 49,578 - the highest 
figure of the six BBL tournaments - and 
up considerably from 28,248 the previous 
season. It was the first time that every 

Melbourne Stars match at the MCG had 
drawn a crowd of more than 40,000.  There 
is no doubting the popularity of this format 
of the game and this tournament, packaged 
neatly into the summer holidays.

In between BBL clashes, Australia’s ODI 
outfit returned to the MCG for a 50-over 
contest against Pakistan on January 15.  
Pakistan won the day, achieving their 
victory target of 221 with six wickets and 
14 balls to spare.

To round out the summer of cricket, 
a crowd of 42,511 saw an entertaining 
Twenty20 between Australia and Sri Lanka 
on February 17. An undermanned Australia, 
missing several stars due to preparations for 
the Test series in India, battled manfully and 
took Sri Lanka to the final ball of its run 
chase, which was led by Asala Gunaratne 
(52 from 37 balls).  However, the visitors 
took the points, handing Australia its fourth 
loss in the past six T20 internationals at the 
MCG.

More than 432,000 attended the 12 days 
of international and BBL cricket contests, 
whetting the appetite for next summer’s 
Ashes contest.

As we went to press, the Bushrangers 
were on top of the Sheffield Shield table 
with three matches remaining. However, 
the MCG cricket season is over, with 
Cricket Victoria relocating its final home 
match (March 8-11) to Traeger Park Oval 
in Alice Springs. If they hold top position, 
the Bushrangers will likely host the final 
interstate during Round 1 of the AFL 
season.  

Rainy Test revived as  
Big Bash thrived
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Rainy Test revived as  
Big Bash thrived

80,883 Melbourne Stars v Melbourne Renegades Jan 2, 2016

71,162 Melbourne Stars v Melbourne Renegades Jan 1, 2017

47,672 Melbourne Stars v Sydney Thunder Jan 24, 2016

46,671 Melbourne Stars v Sydney Sixers Jan 21, 2017

46,581 Melbourne Stars v Melbourne Renegades Jan 6, 2013

43,125 Victoria v Tasmania Jan 15, 2010

40,254 Melbourne Stars v Adelaide Strikers Jan 10, 2017

40,227 Melbourne Stars v Melbourne Renegades Jan 7, 2012

40,225 Melbourne Stars v Brisbane Heat Jan 17, 2017

37,323 Melbourne Stars v Melbourne Renegades Jan 10, 2015

Top 10 MCG domestic Twenty20 cricket crowds
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Members shine in historic footy comp

As we reported in the last edition of 
MCC News, the club is thrilled to 
have so many members taking part in 

the inaugural AFL Women’s League that has 
captured everyone’s attention.

At last check, there were seven MCC 
members on an AFL list: Ellie Brush and 
Phoebe McWilliams (GWS GIANTS), 
Meg Hutchins and Penny Cula-Reid 
(Collingwood), Harriet Cordner (Melbourne), 
Lauren Morecroft (Western Bulldogs) and 
Alison Downie (Carlton). 

Each has acquitted themselves well in the 
early rounds of the competition. Several are 
not only MCC members, but have strong 
family ties to the club.

Ellie Brush, who is a highly credentialed 
soccer player in the W-League, has a great-
uncle, Donald Duffy, who was a former MFC 
president and long-time MCC committeeman.

Alison Downie, the 32-year-old Carlton 
ruckman, is the granddaughter of MCG tour 
guide, Brian Downie, who was a former 
VFL boundary umpire who officiated from 
1949-54 (including two grand finals). Alison’s 
father, John, is also an MCC member – as is 
her uncle, Dr Peter Downie, the renowned 
head of oncology at Monash Health 
Children’s Cancer Centre.

Not to be outdone is Harriet Cordner, who 
becomes the eighth member of the Cordner 
family to pull on the Demons jumper.  Harriet 
is the great-grand daughter of Ted Cordner Sr 
and granddaughter of former MCC president 
and Honorary Life member, Dr Don Cordner. 
The dynasty continues.

As reported previously, MCC has reached agreement with the 
Victorian Government to provide sporting facilities at a new 

school in Beaumaris. 
In a Victorian-first, the MCC has committed several million dollars 

to fund two ovals, a multi-purpose pitch and a pavilion as part of the 
redevelopment of the school. 

Construction of the new school at Sandringham College’s former 
Beaumaris campus site will commence shortly, after builder Ireland 
Brown completes site establishment work. The new school and 
sports facilities will be completed in time for the start of the 2018 
school year. 

The sports facilities will be used by students during school hours 
and by the MCC’s sporting teams and other local community sporting 
groups outside of school hours. Arrangements for use of the sports 
facilities are expected to be finalised by the middle of the year.

Project updates are available at www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au.

On the back of the stunning growth in women’s 
football, and the advent of the AFL Women’s 

League, the MCC is considering fielding a 
women’s side in the Victorian Amateur Football 
Association’s women’s league in 2018.

The aim is to complement the elite women’s 
football played by Melbourne Football Club 
with a lower-level community team in the MCC 
name, possibly playing at Beaumaris Secondary 
College.

If you are interested in playing with or 
assisting an MCC football team in future, or 
know someone who is, please contact the MCC 
via email clubservices@mcc.org.au.  

Women's footy 
players wanted

Work underway at new
Beaumaris school

TOP: MCC member Alison Downie (centre) 
is playing an important role in the ruck 
for Carlton in the inaugural AFL Women’s 
League. RIGHT: Harriet Cordner becomes the 
eighth member of the famous Cordner family 
to play football for Melbourne.
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Early titles give hope for finals glory
As we went to print, our club’s cricketers 

were at the business end of the 
2016/17 season, with our top men’s and 
women’s teams well in finals contention.

With the last round underway before 
the finals commence on March 11 and 12, 
our men’s First XI was fifth on the ladder 
and needed to win its final match against 
Frankston to have a chance of a top four 
finish and a home qualifying final. The 
men’s Fourth XI was guaranteed a finals 
berth, while the Third XI would need to 
have results go its way and the Second 
XI was facing finals exclusion after an 
inconsistent season.

Our women’s teams have been in fine 
form in just their fifth year competing in 
club colours. The First and Second elevens 
were well placed for finals action, as is the 
thirds team in just its second season of a 
very competitive community competition.
Even before the finals series had gotten 
underway, the MCC had pocketed two 
limited overs titles – one each for our men 
(First XI) and women (Premier Seconds).

The men took out the White Ball final on 
January 22, defeating Camberwell Magpies 
by 48 runs. Our women won their second 
consecutive T20 title two weeks later, 
defeating the more fancied and previously 
unbeaten Carlton-Brunswick by 22 runs.

The stars of the men’s First XI’s batting 
this season have been captain Matthew 

Brown (740 runs at 49.33), Will 
Pucovski (435 runs at 108.75), 
Meyrick Buchanan (542 runs at 
49.27) and Seb Gotch (499 runs 
at 55.44). Jackson Coleman has 
been our leading wicket taker 
with 18 scalps at 18.67. 

The women’s Firsts have been 
led by Amy Vine (341 runs at 
56.83) and Hayley Jensen (187 
runs at 62.33), while Natalie 
Plane has taken 11 wickets at a 
miserly 11 runs apiece.

Where there’s a Will, there are runs
MCC cricketer Will Pucovski (pictured) was the talk of the cricket world in 

December when he broke the record for the most runs scored at an Australian 
under 19 championships.

The hard hitting right-hander hit a purple patch during the tournament in 
Adelaide, scoring 650 runs at an average of 162.50, including four centuries. He 
easily eclipsed Queenslander Jerry Cassell’s previous mark (586 runs) set way 
back in 1993/94, and was not surprisingly named player of the tournament.

Will followed up with two centuries in MCC First XI Premier Cricket, taking his 
season tally to 435 runs at an average of 108.75, which saw him make his first-
class debut for Victoria in the Sheffield Shield match against New South Wales at 
the MCG in February.

After making a patient 28 runs from 71 balls on a difficult first morning, Will’s 
luck ended when he was struck by a ball in the field. The resultant concussion 
ruled him out of the rest of the match.

The head injury to Will was followed shortly after by an unfortunate blow 
suffered by MCC and Victorian wicketkeeper Sam Harper in the Shield match in 
Adelaide. Wearing a helmet, Sam was struck by the bat of South Australia’s Jake 
Lehmann while standing up to the stumps and was also removed from the match 
with concussion.

Both Will and Sam have very bright futures in the game and we wish them a 
speedy and full recovery.

Work underway at new
Beaumaris school
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Jaimee thrives in grand slam spotlight

Seventeen-year-old Jaimee Fourlis was 
the toast of the MCC Glen Iris Valley 
Tennis Club in January after advancing 

to the second round of the women’s singles 
draw at the Australian Open.

A member of the MCC Tennis Pennant 
Ladies team, the talented teen defeated 
USA’s Anna Tatishvili in straight sets in her 
first ever main draw match at the Australian 
Open, which is a fabulous achievement. 
While she was downed by two-time grand 
slam winner Svetlana Kuznetsova in the 
second round, she was very competitive and 
showed that her future is bright.

In the men’s draw, 20-year-old Blake 
Mott made his Australian Open debut after 
winning three matches in qualification. 
MCC’s number one men’s player ran into 
18th seed Richard Gasquet from France 
in the opening round, putting up a good 
showing in a hard-fought three-set loss.

Another MCC player, Matt Reid, teamed 
up with John-Patrick Smith in the men’s 
doubles, losing 7-6 in the final set to Aussie 
pairing Sam Groth and Chris Guccione. 
Matt then combined with Casey Dellacqua 

The club was saddened to hear of the 
passing of John Cordner in December, 

aged 87, part of the Cordner dynasty that 
is synonymous with our club.

John was the last surviving Cordner 
brother – after former MCC president 
Don, Denis and Ted – and all four 
men played VFL games for Melbourne 
Football Club.

An MCC member for 76 years, John 
played six games for Melbourne in 1951, 
making his debut in Round 6 against 
Carlton before games against North 
Melbourne, Richmond, St Kilda, South 
Melbourne and Footscray. 

A talented sportsman, John also played 

Vale, John Cordner

The MCC Clay Target Club held a very successful “come and try day” at its home base, the 
Frankston ACTA Gun Club in Carrum Downs, on January 21.  

Members of the MCC hockey, bowls, netball and squash sections were on hand to test 
their skills and learn from the experts. The Clay Target Club, part of the MCC Target 
Shooting Section, extends its thanks to Bruce Burns of Rio Oceania for donation of the 
ammunition for the day.
A similar event will be held on July 30. MCC members wanting to find out more can visit 
mccclaytargetclub.com.au.

Shooters on target

in the mixed doubles to defeat the eighth 
seeds in the first round, before going 
down to multiple grand slam winning pair 
Leander Paes and Martina Hingis.

If that’s not enough, the MCC was also 
represented in the junior boys singles at 
Melbourne Park, with Chase Ferguson 

progressing to the third round and Lucas 
Vuradin bowing out in the second round.  
The future looks very bright indeed.

MCC Glen Iris Valley Tennis Club is not 
just for the elite end of tennis; it also caters 
for those interested in a social match.  For 
more details, visit mccglenirisvalley.org.au.

 

A famous family: Taken in the early 1950s, Ted Cordner Sr poses proudly 
with his four talented sons. From left is Denis, Don, John (front) and Ted Jr. 

four first-class cricket matches - three 
for Victoria in the 1951/52 season, 
against Queensland, Tasmania and South 
Australia.  He then moved to England 
to study nuclear science and played one 
match for Warwickshire in 1952, against 
the touring Indian team. 

John played a season of MCC XXIX 
Club matches in 1967 and had a strong 
interest in sports history. He was a regular 
researcher in the MCC Library whenever 
visiting from his home in Sydney. 

In 2002 he wrote The world of football: 

A history of football's various codes...

from their origins to today, a copy of 
which is available in the MCC Library. 
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Buried in Burma

The Siam-Burma Railway was a 
consequence of the Japanese military 
requirement in 1942 (during WW2) 

to find a solution to supply their front with 
personnel and supplies.  The Americans 
were dominating the Pacific at the time and 
an overland route was required to connect 
much needed supplies with troops on their 
front line.

With many Allied soldiers available 
to them from the Fall of Singapore on 
February 15, 1942 and local ‘Coolie’ labour, 
they began the 420km rail trace from Non-
Pladuk in Thailand to Thanbyuzayat in 
Burma – now Myanmar.

In all, 2710 Australians died on the line 
from preventable disease like malnutrition, 
cholera, dysentery and malaria, along with 
beatings and death from murder and firing 
squads.

The Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery in 
Burma contains 1348 Australians and is 
well kept by the Office of Australian War 
Graves. Among the fallen are three MCC 
members – Billy Armit, James Anderson and 

Alan McPhail.
Private Billy Armit died of beriberi and 

dysentery at Thanbaya ‘Hospital’ – the 
latter an Atap Style Jungle Hut managed by 
many brilliant doctors, including Sir Albert 
Coates.

Billy was a Melbourne Grammar boy 
who first tried to enlist in the RAAF. He was 
billeted at the Caulfield Racecourse with 
the 2/10 Ordnance Workshops and sailed 
to Singapore as a dispatch writer.   His last 
drinks in Melbourne were at the Botanical 
Hotel in Domain Road before he left for his 
big adventure – it would be the last time his 
family would see him alive.   His mother 
visited his grave in 1946.

Sergeant James Anderson of the 
Australian Army Service Corps was a 
31-year-old from Elwood.  He was a Scotch 
College lad and captain of the Brighton 
Sub District First XI.  He also played 
football with Old Scotch and Sandringham 
Amateurs.  He died on October 6, 1943. 

Sapper Alan McPhail was with the 2/10 
Field Company and died on June 15, 1943 

at the age of 23 from cholera.  He was a 
Kerang boy and his death notice appeared 
in the Argus on September 15, 1945.

At Tambaya POW camp and hospital at 
Kilo 50 where Sergeant Jimmy Anderson 
and Private Billy Armit died, the large group 
of men sent by the Japanese to Burma from 
Changi – labelled “F Force” – suffered 
greatly, with around 700 deaths.

The Thailand-Burma Railway was 
built by remarkable men, including some 
members of our great club.  The Honour 
Roll inside the MCC Members Reserve 
entrance at Gate 2 is there for members and 
guests to view the names of our fallen.

Lest We Forget.

The MCC was represented nobly in two world wars by members who contributed to the ANZAC 
legend in the Great War (1914-18) and World War II (1939-45). Their contributions and sacri-
fices were acknowledged in publications released two decades ago by tireless MCC volunteer Alf 
Batchelder.

With assistance from Batchelder and Rod Beattie, MCC member Andrew Mason details the sto-
ries of three MCC members whose gravestones can be found in Burma.

MCC member Andrew Mason at the Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery in Burma, where three 
members who died in World War II lay to rest.
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It has been a hectic schedule 
of sport at the MCG and the 
club’s function’s calendar 

has been no less frantic, with 
a wide range of events for 
members and guests to enjoy.

On November 24 and 25, 
the club hosted the annual 
gathering of its 50-Year 
members in the Members 
Dining Room. The combined 
attendance was more than 530 
members of the 3000 people on 
the 50-year list. Among those 
present were Peter Thomson, 
Neale Fraser, Ron Barassi, 
David Parkin, Ian McDonald, 
Noel McMahen, Brian Dixon, 
John Lord, Hassa Mann, Frank 
Adams, Norm Carlyon and 
John Westacott.

Between them, those present 
had played 51 first-class cricket 
matches, 1788 VFL/AFL games 
for 36 premierships, coached 
1175 VFL/AFL games for 
eight flags, won five major golf 
championships, one grand slam 
singles tennis title, 16 doubles 
majors and four Davis Cup 
victories!

Also in attendance were 
regular MCG attendees Brian 
Little, Anthony Hubbard and 
Peter Sparnon, who between 
them had attended 197 events 
at the ground since the previous 

year’s lunch. Bravo.
A few days later the club 

hosted many of the newly 
elected 50-Year members at a 
special luncheon in the Long 
Room. 

Former New Zealand captain 
Jeremy Coney returned for 
an encore performance when 
he responded to the toast to 
cricket at the Members’ Dinner 
on December 13, attended by 
more than 350 members in the 
Members Dining Room.

Hosted by Tim Lane, the 
dinner first heard from former 
SBS and Channel 10 media 
personality, George Donikian, 
who proposed the toast to 
cricket, drawing on some 
wonderful and personal stories 
of his association with the 
game.  He spoke passionately 
about his love of the game 
and what it meant for a young 
boy with Greek and Armenian 
heritage – truly a game for all 
Australians.

“Cricket is not only a game 
I have played, but a game I 
have loved my whole lifetime,” 
George told the audience. “It 
taught me a lot about life. Even 
though I was born and raised 
in Sydney, I didn’t feel I really 
belonged until I played cricket.”

Coney was the first person 

in the history of the Members’ 
Dinner to be invited back to 
deliver the response to the 
toast to cricket for a second 
time, which speaks volumes to 
his popularity. And he didn’t 
disappoint.

The first man to lead New 
Zealand to a Test series win in 
Australia, and then England, 
captivated for more than an 
hour.  His ability to tell a 
story, and to draw all those in 
attendance into the story and 
truly join him on the journey, is 
unparalleled.

He recalled in his typical, 
self deprecating manner his 
experience facing fast bowlers 
in the seventies and eighties 
the likes of Thomson, Lillee, 
Holding, Marshall, Garner, 
Croft, Roberts, Patterson and 
Willis.

“Genuine fast bowlers 
can elementally be very 
discomforting,” he said. “The 
faster the ball comes, the more 
primal it becomes. Spin bowlers 
can tangle you in a web of 
deceit, but fast bowlers open 
the nerve endings.”

At one stage it seemed 
he was drawing to a close, 
when he asked the crowd if 
they would mind if he told 
them his favourite story.  The 

members unanimously agreed 
he should plough on, which he 
did with renewed passion and 
enthusiasm.

Within weeks it was time 
for the festive season and the 
Boxing Day Test. Christmas 
Day Lunch in the Members 
Dining Room, Long Room and 
Committee Room was very well 
attended, setting the scene for 
the next few days. 

Hosted by Damien Fleming, 
the Boxing Day Breakfast 
commenced with a chat to 
MCG curator David Sandurski, 
along with historian and 
author Dr Greg de Moore who 
spoke about the significance of 
the 150th anniversary of the 
Aboriginal XI v MCC match 
at the MCG on Boxing Day in 
1866. 

After breakfast, guests heard 
from former Pakistan fast 
bowling great, Wasim Akram.  
The man who took nearly 1000 
international wickets (Test and 
ODI) gave a rare insight into 
the Pakistan team that was 
about to take the field.

The following day, more 
than 350 members and guests 
opened Day 2 of the Test in 
the Members Dining Room 
at the Women in Cricket Test 
Breakfast.

Function fun for everyone
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Members and guests had the good fortune 
to hear from two wonderfully engaging 
speakers – British broadcaster Alison 
Mitchell and former Australian batsman 
Chris Rogers.

Alison had joined ABC Grandstand to 
cover the summer’s Test action in Australia 
and has brought a wonderful perspective 
and real passion for the game to her 
commentary.  At the breakfast, she told host 
Angela Pippos of her love of the game from 
a very early age, and subsequent rise up 
cricket’s broadcasting hierarchy.

Rogers then took to the microphone and 
spoke of his challenging career, including 
Test call ups and near misses.  He spoke 
with great humour and humility, elaborating 
on some of the stories contained in his 
recently released autobiography, and his 
experiences in world cricket.  Chris very 
kindly conducted a book signing in the 
MCC Library following the function.

The annual Australia Day Luncheon was 
held for the 12th consecutive year, this time 
featuring Australian Olympic team Chef de 

Mission Kitty Chiller as guest speaker.
With more than 150 members and guests 

in attendance, the day was again hosted 
by Ian Cover and featured a number of 
musical performances by soprano Cleo Lee-
McGowan and pianist Rhodri Clarke.

During her address, Chiller not only 
shared her experiences in the recent Rio 
Olympic Games, but also her experiences as 
an Olympic athlete. She spoke passionately 
about the importance of sport in Australian 
life; its role not only in terms of maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle, but its impact on mental 
wellbeing and giving all Australians, young 
and old, a fair go and promoting fair play.

To round out the summer, almost 150 
young members and their guests enjoyed 
themselves at a function in the Hans Ebeling 
Room during the T20 international between 
Australia and Sri Lanka on February 17. 
It was the first of several functions and 
events being held for young members in the 
coming weeks, including a bowls night and 
a yoga class on the MCG.
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Kick off the footy season in style
The annual MCG Footy Season Launch 

Luncheon returns on Wednesday 
March 22, ahead of what promises to be 
another enthralling AFL competition.

Hosted by the inimitable Tim Lane, 
the function will preview that weekend’s 
inaugural AFL Women’s League grand final, 
as well as usher in the MCG's opening 
AFL match for 2017 the following evening 
between Carlton and Richmond. 

Members of all categories and their 
guests will hear a panel of current and 
former footballers – including Geelong 
Cats captain Joel Selwood, Adelaide Crows 
AFLW star Abbey Holmes and Brisbane 
Lions premiership forward Jonathan Brown 
- discuss footy’s biggest issues and provide 
insights into the teams and players to watch 
this season.

The lunch includes a three-course 
meal and beverages plus plenty of footy 
giveaways.

Bookings opened on February 14 and 

WHEN Wednesday March 22 

TIME 12.00pm for 12.30pm 

WHERE Members Dining Room 

COST $110 (members) $125 (guests) 

MCG FOOTY SEASON LAUNCH 
space was still available as we went to press. 
Please visit mcc.org.au or ring the club 
for updates on availability or to make a 
booking.

Don’t miss out on your chance to welcome 
back another exciting year of footy at the 
MCG.

 DAY DATE FUNCTION BOOKINGS OPEN VENUE

 Saturday March 4 Young Members' Yoga at the 'G Now open MCG arena

 Wednesday March 9 Women in Wine Now open Long Room

 Wednesday March 22 MCG Footy Season Launch Now open Members Dining Room

 Friday March 24 Young Members' Footy Function (Coll v WB) February 28 Hans Ebeling Room

 Saturday April 22 Young Members' Anzac Ball March 7 Members Dining Room

 Monday April 24 MFC/MCC Game Day Function (Rich v Melb) March 14 Hans Ebeling Room

 Thursday May 11 Young Members' Gin Appreciation Evening April 18 MCC Library and Terrace Cafe

 Saturday May 13 Comedy at the 'G (Ess v Geel) April 4 Hans Ebeling Room

 Wednesday June 7 Norm Smith Oration April 18 Members Dining Room

 Sunday June 25 MCC/VRC Members' Lounge (Rich v Carl) May 9 Hans Ebeling Room

 Sunday July 9 MFC/MCC Game Day Function (Carl v Melb) May 23 Hans Ebeling Room

 Thursday July 13 Long Room Dinner with celebrity chef Ballot: May 24-31 Long Room

 Saturday July 15 Young Members' Footy Function (Geel v Haw) TBC Hans Ebeling Room

 Saturday July 22 VRC/MCC Recognition Race Day Event June 6 Flemington Racecourse

 Friday July 28 Comedy @ the 'G (Haw v Syd) June 13 Hans Ebeling Room

 Wednesday August 16 MCC Annual General Meeting N/A Members Dining Room

 Thursday August 24 The Bradman Luncheon July 11 Members Dining Room

 Saturday September 2 Young Members' Themed Ball July 18 Members Dining Room

 Wednesday September 14 Members' Culinary Centre Experience Ballot: August 2-9 MCG Culinary Centre

 Monday September 25 Brownlow Dinner with the Coodabeens Ballot: August 8-10 Members Dining Room

 Monday December 25 MCC Members' Christmas Day Lunch July 18 Members Dining Room

YOUR FUNCTIONS CALENDAR
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Our members were greeted with 
excellent conditions at this year’s 

President’s Cup at the Kingston Heath Golf 
Course on February 7.

With a full field, members enjoyed a light 
lunch prior to taking on the challenging 
layout in warm weather, with on-course 
refreshments a welcome addition as the 
afternoon progressed.

At the end of the round, members moved 
into the dining room to enjoy a delicious sit-
down dinner, cold beverages and to review 
the day’s events.  Prizes were awarded 
throughout the dinner for individual and 
team events, longest drive and nearest the 
pin.

President's Cup hat-trick for Mitch
The best score for the day was enjoyed by 

club manager, Mark Anderson, who notched 
up 42 Stableford points. However, as a 
staff member he was ruled ineligible to win 
prizes, with the prestigious President’s Cup 
awarded to the next best scorer - former 
MCC committee member, Peter Mitchell (39 
points). 

It was Peter’s third President’s Cup, having 
won previously in 1995 and 2005.

The leading female was again Mary 
O’Shea, who scored 33 points from a 
17-handicap, while the best team aggregate 
was also won by Peter Mitchell, along with 
teammates Peter Richardson, James Muller 
and Randall Long.

In addition to playing a part in the 
club’s future success, dual MFC/MCC 
membership provides the opportunity 

to access a range of functions during the 
footy season.  

The first of these is the MFC/MCC 
Game Day Luncheon in the Hans Ebeling 
Room at the Anzac Eve match against 
Richmond on Monday April 24.

Hosted by Demons favourite, Russell 
Robertson, Full and Restricted members 
and their guests (maximum four per 
member) will enjoy a two-course dinner, 
half-time supper, pre-game beverages 
and entertainment. A cash bar will 
operate during the game.

Please note: As this is a Category 1 

match, Provisional members will not be 
able to use their card to enter the Reserve, 
and therefore cannot book into the function. 
They can, however, attend as a guest of a 
Full or Restricted member.

Guests will require a visitor ticket to 
access the ground, so members should 
ensure they pre-purchase their visitor 
tickets early.

Bookings open on March 14 via the MCC 
website or by contacting the club on  
(03) 9657 8888.

Other functions will be held for matches 
against Carlton on Sunday July 9 (bookings 
open May 23) and the Round 23 game 
against Collingwood (date to be confirmed), 
so please mark your diaries.

The club’s most popular event for 
young members, the Anzac Ball, will 
be held for the 10th time when it 

returns to the Members Dining Room on 
Saturday April 22. 

Full and Restricted members, and their 
guests, aged 18-40 are eligible to attend. 
Cost is $120 (members) and $135 (guests) 
and there is a limit of four guests each. 

The evening includes pre-dinner drinks 
and canapés in the Long Room, a three-
course dinner with beverages, followed by a 
night of entertainment and dancing. 

Dress is lounge suit for men (tie required) 
and equivalent standard for women, so 
dress to impress! Strictly no denim or casual 
attire allowed.

Anzac Ball for young members  

WHEN Monday April 24

MATCH Richmond v Melbourne

TIME 5.00pm for 5.30pm  

 (match starts 7.45pm) 

WHERE Hans Ebeling Room 

COST $110 (dual MFC/MCC members) 

 $125 (other MCC members and guests ) 

In a fitting finale to his days at the helm, 
MCC CEO Stephen Gough scored a hole-
in-one during his round, the second of his 
career. Graciously, he declined the prize for 
nearest the pin, which was subsequently 
awarded to Phillip King. 

Bookings open on March 7 and are 
expected to sell fast, so we suggest you 
move quickly to secure a table.

MFC/MCC GAME DAY LUNCHEON

Footy functions for MFC/MCC members

Former MCC committee member Peter Mitchell (right) receives 
the President’s Cup from MCC vice-president Michael Andrew at 
the Members’ Golf Day at Kingston Heath.
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The major football function on the MCC 

calendar will be back for a seventh time 

when the Norm Smith Oration is held on 

Wednesday June 7 in the Members Dining 

Room.

Hosted by Tim Lane, this major football 

function on the MCC calendar reprises the 

legacy of Melbourne’s legendary player 

and coach. It is open to all members and 

their guests to hear our guest speakers 

chronicle our great game and its influence 

on generations.

Last year, Governor of Victoria, The Hon 

Linda Dessau, and Hawthorn coach Alastair 

Clarkson captivated and entertained with 

their passionate views on the game they 

love. While not confirmed as we went to 

press, we are confident that this year’s 

lineup will live up to expectations. 

Tickets to the function include canapés, 

three-course dinner and beverages. Members 

can each bring up to four guests. 

Bookings will be taken on a first-in, first-

served basis from Tuesday April 18. For 

further information, keep an eye on mcc.

org.au.

A night to honour football

Tee off at  
Members' Golf Day

WHEN Saturday May 13  

TIME 5.15pm-7.15pm 

WHERE Hans Ebeling Room

MATCH Essendon v Geelong 

 (7.25pm) 

COST $55 (per person) 

In a joint initiative between 
the two reciprocal clubs, 

MCC members and guests 
are invited to join Victoria 
Racing Club members and 
guests at the AFL match 
between Richmond and 
Carlton on Sunday June 25.

The MCC/VRC Members’ 
Lounge package includes 
beverages, grazing menu, 
food station, door prizes and 
all the football action from 
a reserved seat on Level 2 
of the MCC Reserve. The 
function runs from 2.15pm 
until 6.15pm with the match 
commencing at 3.20pm.

This function is open to 
Full and Restricted members, 

WHEN Sunday June 25  

TIME 2.15pm-6.15pm 

MATCH Richmond v Carlton 

 (3.20pm)

WHERE Hans Ebeling Room

COST $90 per person 

who may each bring one 
guest. Please ensure visitor 
tickets are pre-purchased for 
guests, as a booking does not 
grant access to the Members 
Reserve. 

Bookings open on May 9 
via mcc.org.au and will be 
taken on a first-in, first-
served basis until sold out. 

MCC/VRC 
Members'Lounge

The first of two pre-
match Comedy @ the 

‘G functions for members 
this year will be held on 
Saturday May 13, prior to 
the Country Game between 
Essendon and Geelong 
Cats. 

Laugh along with some 
of Australia’s top comics 
while enjoying a two-hour, 
pre-game, snack food and 
beverage package prior to 
the footy.  A reserved seat 
on Level 2 to watch the 
match is also included. 

The function is only open 
to Full and Restricted 
members and their 
guests (maximum one per 

member). Guests will require 
a visitor ticket to access the 
ground so please ensure 
you pre-purchase visitor 
tickets early. The lineup of 
comedians will be confirmed 
closer to the event.

Comedy tickets will be 
available from Tuesday April 
4 via mcc.org.au.

WHEN Wednesday June 7  

TIME 6.45pm for 7.30pm 

WHERE Members Dining Room 

COST $135 (members)

 $145 (guests)

Have a laugh 
before the footy

MCC/VRC Members' Lounge COMEDY @ THE 'G

NORM SMITH ORATION
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Members honoured on Australia Day 

AC (General Division)

Two MCC members - Professor 
Andrew Holmes and The 
Honourable Dr David Kemp - have 

been awarded Australia’s highest honour, a 
Companion (AC) in the General Division of 
the Order of Australia, in the 2017 Australia 
Day Honours.

Professor Holmes and Dr Kemp were 
among 37 MCC members featured in this 
year's honours list. Remarkably, they were 
elected to the club in the same membership 
intake more than 56 years ago.

President of the Australian Academy of 
Science and leader of the Bio21 Institute 
of the University of Melbourne, Professor 
Holmes was recognised for “eminent service 
to science through developments in the 
field of organic and polymer chemistry 
as a researcher, editor and academic, and 
through the governance of nationally 
recognised, leading scientific organisations.” 

At Cambridge University in the 1980s, 
Professor Holmes led a team that made the 
breakthrough discovery of light-emitting 
polymers. This was the dawn of light-
emitting diodes, better known now as LEDs, 
which was the start of the technology now 
built into smartphones and what we see on 
the perimeter fence signage at the MCG.

AO (General Division)                                      

BLACKMAN, Graeme

BOWNESS, William

CHARLES, Stephen

COOPER, David

LAIDLAW, John 

SLOMAN, John

COATS, Andrew

WOOLCOTT, Peter

 

AM (General Division)                                      

ALPINS, Noel

BECK, Vaughan

BELL, Kevin

CORCORAN, John

FILDES, Robin

GARRISSON, Peter

OAM (General Division)                                      

CUNNINGHAM, John

GIDDINGS, Patrick

HOLLOWAY, David

IRVINE, Keith

JOHNS, Leigh 

LAWRENCE, Michael

MINSTER, Barry

NORTH, Colin

RELPH, Deirdre

RICHARDSON, Gary

ROBERTS, Philip

STUBBINGS, Henry

Conspicuous Service Cross 
(CSC)                                       

CLARKE, Bradley     

 

The Honourable Dr David Kemp (pictured at top right with 
Governor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove) and Professor 
Andrew Holmes (bottom) were among dozens of MCC 
members who featured in this year’s Australia Day 
Honours.

Do you know of an MCC member 
we have missed from this year's 
honours list? If so, please send an 
email to membership@mcc.org.au.

He received the 2003 Descartes Prize 
of the European Union, the 2011 John B 
Goodenough Award of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry and the 2012 Royal Medal from 
the Royal Society. He was made a Member 
of the Order of Australia in 2004.

Dr Kemp, who has been an MCC member 
for 55 years, was recognised for “eminent 
service to the Parliament of Australia, 
notably in the areas of employment, 
education, training and youth affairs, to 
the environment, to institutional reform 
and public policy development, and to the 
community.” 

The former federal education minister 
was the Member for Goldstein in Victoria 
from 1990-2004. He held several portfolios 
in the Howard government, most notably 
Education, Training and Youth Affairs 
(1998-2001) and Environment and Heritage 
(2001-04).

After retiring from federal parliament in 
2004, he became a founding board member 
of the Grattan Institute and a fellow of the 
Australian and New Zealand School of 
Government.

We congratulate all our members on their 
recognition. 

HOLMES, Andrew

KEMP, David

MAHONY, Kevin

QUINN, John 

SERRY, Leon

THORN, Christopher

WILLIAMS, Lynne

AM (General Division) continued

SYNMAN, Alan

WILLIAMS, John

WILSON, Ray

OAM (General Division) continued



24 MCC NEWS

MEMBERS' NEWS

MCC members can financially assist 
their football team by purchasing a 
dual membership package for the 

2017 AFL season.
Members who support any of the 10 

Victorian clubs or the Sydney Swans would 
have received their membership renewal 
notice in July last year with an option to 
upgrade to the dual membership category. 
Each package offers excellent value and 
is a great way to show your club colours 
and boost your team’s overall membership 
numbers.

Dual membership not only provides 
financial assistance to your footy team, 
but also affords additional opportunities to 
attract sponsors and advertising revenue 
streams. We encourage members to get 
behind their club, even if you have already 
renewed your MCC membership.

If you wish to take up the offer for the 
new AFL season, please phone 1300 300 
107 with your reference number and credit 
card, or you can log in to the MCC website, 
click through to ‘renew my membership’ 
and follow the prompts.

If you did not receive the offer as part 
of your renewal mailing, or would like 
more information, please contact us on 
membership@mcc.org.au or (03) 9657 8888.

Football fans driving to the MCG this AFL season should take note of changed 
arrangements that will significantly affect travel times.

Vic Roads is upgrading Swan Street Bridge to help traffic flow, improve 
safety and enhance accessibility to the sports and entertainment precinct. A new 
eastbound lane will be added to the bridge, along with a new pedestrian and 
cycling path on either side of the bridge, and a new pedestrian crossing on the 
Alexandra Avenue side.

Work will start at the end of March, and it is expected that some lane closures 
on Swan Street Bridge will be in place. Please plan accordingly.

Members who braved the fickle weather conditions 
at the MCG during the Boxing Day Test should 

spare a thought for MCC member Gregory Matthew and 
his son, Alexander, who spent Boxing Day at Everest 
Base Camp in Nepal. 

With a temperature of minus 19 degrees, or minus 
26 when adding the “wind chill factor”, we are sure that 
Gregory’s MCC-Collingwood dual membership scarf 
came in quite handy!

Stand up and be counted

Boxing Day at  
base camp

Drivers take note...

March 2017


