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Prominent members mourned
The club has been left deeply 

saddened by the loss of three 
prominent, long-time members 

with significant links in the community. 
Ron Walker AO CBE died on January 30, 

aged 78 and had been an MCC member for 
almost 58 years.

A former Lord Mayor of Melbourne, 
businessman and prominent Liberal Party 
figure, Walker was chairman of Melbourne 
Major Events Company, the body that 
helped attract new events to Victoria and 
the MCG.

The club worked closely with Walker 
in his role as chairman of Melbourne 
2006, the organising body for the 2006 
Commonwealth Games.  The completion 
of the northern stand redevelopment in 
time for that major event allowed the MCG 
to be the main stadium for the opening 
and closing ceremonies.

The Hon Alec Southwell QC died on 
Australia Day, aged 91, and had been a 
member for nearly six decades.

Southwell served with distinction on the 
MCC Committee for 18 years (1979-97), 
the last nine as a vice-president.  He was 
a highly regarded judge, who served for 10 
years in the County Court and 18 years in 
the Supreme Court.  

Michael Gordon died on February 2 and 
had been an MCC member for 35 years.  

A widely respected political journalist 
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and editor with The Age for almost four 
decades, he received the Walkley Award 
for Most Outstanding Contribution to 
Journalism late last year.

Gordon’s connections to the MCC and 
MCG are many.  His daughter, Sarah, is 
a former MCC employee.  Together with 
his father, the late Harry Gordon, who 
was a prominent journalist and Olympic 
historian, Michael co-authored the revised 
history of the Hawthorn Football Club.  

We were also saddened by the passing 
in February of MCC First XI premiership 
player, Barry Matters. See page 13. 

The club was proud to discover that four of Australia’s 51-strong Winter 
Olympics team are MCC members.  Aerial skier David Morris, who won 

silver at the 2014 Games, joined Anton Grimus (men’s ski cross), Harry 
Laidlaw (men’s giant slalom) and Cameron Bolton (men’s snowboard 
cross) in representing Australia in PyeongChang, Korea, in February. 

The 33-year-old Morris was controversially eliminated from the first 
round of jumps in the men’s aerial final, after eventual silver medallist Jia 
Zongyang from China proceeded despite losing control of his landing and 
crashing into the snow.  Morris, however, was at peace with the decision of 
the judges.

"It can't be undone now. It is what it is," Morris said. "I've accepted it. It's 
fine. I'm pretty happy with myself just to be here and in one piece."

Congratulations to all four members who competed at PyeongChang and 
continued our association with the Olympic movement.

Members wear the green and gold 
in Korea

Ron Walker

Michael Gordon
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An Ashes series is still the most popular contest on the 
cricketing landscape, and even though the urn was already in 
Australia’s grasp before the Test series reached Melbourne, 
we were delighted that 261,335 attended the Boxing Day Test.   
The 88,172 who came on Boxing Day was the fourth-highest 
attendance for a single day of Test cricket in MCG history.

In total, almost half a million people attended the MCG to 
watch international and Big Bash League matches this season.  
While BBL crowds were no doubt impacted by the Melbourne 
Stars’ poor season on the field, and some very hot weather that 
deterred many from attending the Melbourne derby, interest in 
cricket is as strong as ever.

One of the highlights of the Test was the gathering of former 
players for a 40-year reunion of the 1977 Centenary Test at 
the MCG.  It is a famous event in our history, and we were 
thrilled that every living member of the Australia team, bar one, 
along with England fast bowler Bob Willis could join us in the 
Committee Room on Day 3 of the match, as well as take a lap of 
the ‘G in a motorcade at the tea break.

A new initiative trialled during the first three days of the Test 
was Pavilions in the Park, a hospitality marquee and outdoor 
space opposite the MCC Reserve in Yarra Park. Complete with 
a Pimm’s bar and big screens to watch the cricket, it was well 
patronised by members and guests looking to break up their day 
and is a concept we will consider for future major events.

Unfortunately, the quality of the Test pitch this summer did 
not meet the expectations of players, umpires, match officials 
and spectators, nor our own high standards.  While it could 
have been argued the poor rating from the International Cricket 
Council was a bit tough, the fact is  the surface did not contain 
the bounce, pace or subsequent deterioration that we expected 
and was not acceptable.

With the Sheffield Shield season also producing four drawn 
matches, the focus is squarely on the way we house and prepare 
our portable pitches.   Working with our new curator Matthew 
Page, who arrived in January from the WACA Ground in Perth, 
we have commenced a comprehensive review of our present 
approach.

We are determined to restore our reputation as a cricket 
ground that produces entertaining and balanced contests 
between bat and ball, and we will do all we can to achieve that.

Securing major events for the MCG is a cornerstone of 
our strategic plan and, to that end, we were delighted to be 
named host venue for the men’s and women’s finals of the ICC 
Twenty20 World Cup in 2020. In addition to the two finals, we 
will also host a range of matches during the men’s competition.  

As with the 2015 ICC Cricket World Cup, we have secured 
a pre-sale period for MCC members to purchase prior to the 
public. Further details will be provided in due course.

The summer also marked the first rollout of the MCC Plus 
membership card. This project initially came about because 
many members’ photos on their existing cards had aged to the 
point where they simply did not look the same as they did over 
10 years ago and no longer provided our event staff the ability to 
perform a suitable visual identity check.

At the same time, we have taken the opportunity to provide 
members with the convenience of using a card to load money 
and tap to make payments at the MCG, while also offering better 
value in the form of a rebate on purchases within the Members 
Reserve.  The ability to tap and pay will also provide a faster 
transaction and an overall better service to members at bars and 
food outlets.

Members should by now have received their new card and 
information pack, unless you are one who still needs to provide 
the club with an updated photo. Further details are available 
in the middle pages of this publication, as well as mcc.org.au/
mccplus. We look forward to seeing the take up from members 
of the rebate initiative, and we welcome your feedback.

The AFL season is fast approaching, and it is at this time of 
year that everyone is excited about their team’s chances.   I 
wish your team well, particularly if you are a Demons supporter, 
and look forward to seeing you in the Reserve at the footy this 
winter.

MCC president Steven Smith (left) with players from the 1977 Centenary Test in the Committee Room 
on Day 3 of the Boxing Day Test in December. With him (from left) is Ray Bright, Bob Willis, Ian Davis, 
umpire Max O’Connell, Gary Cosier, Rod Marsh, Rick McCosker, Richie Robinson, Doug Walters, Dennis 
Lillee and Greg Chappell. 

As the cricket season draws to a close, it is timely to reflect on 
a busy summer at the MCG
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host country and in the same year.  
The world’s 10 best women’s teams 
and 16 best men’s team’s will come 
to Australia to battle it out for the 
ultimate prize in T20 cricket.

The women’s semi-finals will be 
hosted at the SCG, while the men’s 
semi-finals will take place at the SCG 
and Adelaide Oval.

The women’s final will take place 
on International Women’s Day 2020, 
Sunday March 8, with the aim of 
creating a world-record attendance for 
a women’s sporting match.

As was the case at the 2015 ICC 
Cricket World Cup, there will not be an 
exclusive MCC Members Reserve for 
either tournament in 2020. However, 
there will be a pre-sale opportunity 
for MCC members prior to the public. 
Details will be provided at a later date.

Bumper crowd tipped for Origin
The countdown is on until State of 

Origin rugby league returns to the 
MCG on Wednesday June 6, with 

a record attendance tipped for Game 1 of 
the three-game series.

A massive crowd of 91,513 packed the 
home of sport for the last Origin match in 
2015, with expectations of a similar rollup 
this time around to watch arch rivals New 
South Wales and Queensland.

As has been communicated previously, 
the normal first-in, first-served walk-up 
access to the MCC Members Reserve will 
be afforded to members and their guests.

However, as part of the club’s 
contractual arrangements with the 
National Rugby League, MCC members 
will be required to pre-purchase a 
subsidised entitlement in order to validate 
their membership card to enter the 
Reserve. 

All categories of members will be able 
to purchase up to four visitor tickets for 
guests. Reserved seats on Level 1 and 4 
are also available.

Entry entitlements for members cost 
$60, and visitor tickets cost $135 (adults) 
and $85 (children aged 6-14). Tickets can 
be purchased at Ticketek, or in person at 
the club.

Registrations in the ballot for the 

Members Dining Room and Jim Stynes Grill 
will open from Monday May 21 at 9.00am 
until Tuesday May 22 at 5.00pm.  Advance 
applications for Long Room and Balcony 
passes will also open on Monday May 21 at 
9.00am on a first-in, first-served basis.

T20 in 2020 at the 'G

The MCG has been confirmed 
as the host venue for both the 
women's and men’s finals of the 

ICC Twenty20 World Cup in 2020.
The women’s tournament will run 

from February 21 to March 8 and the 
men’s tournament from October 18 to 
November 15. 

In addition to the two finals, the 
MCG will also host a range of matches 
during the men’s competition.

The venues and host cities for the 
ICC World T20 2020 were announced 
in late-January at events throughout 
the country, with Australia captains 
Steve Smith and Meg Lanning 
(pictured) on hand at the MCG for the 
announcement. 

For the first time, the women’s 
and men’s competitions will be held 
as stand-alone events in the same 

CLUB NEWS
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and an international player.  The artwork 
was installed in the Reserve when it 
was rebuilt in 2005 and is designed to 
recreate the old scoreboard panels from 
the pre-electronic era.

Arthur Mailey’s 9/121 in 1920/21 and 
Bob Cowper’s 307 in 1966 – both against 
England – remain Australia’s best Test 
efforts at the ‘G.  While Viv has been 
knocked off his perch, Pakistan quick 
Sarfraw Nawaz still holds the best 
overseas bowling performance, his 9/86 
in 1979 including a spell of 7/1 from 33 
balls.

Following the conclusion of Cook’s 
innings early on Day 4 of the Test, a 

One of the many discussion points 
to come out of the Boxing Day 
Test was England opener Alastair 

Cook's achievement of posting the 
highest Test score by a visiting batsman 
at the MCG. 

Cook's unbeaten 244 overtook the 
previous best of 208 by West Indies great 
Viv Richards in 1984 and our staff wasted 
no time in honouring the Englishman’s 
feat.

The honourboard on the wall 
overlooking the Percy Beames Bar in the 
Members Reserve features four panels, 
to denote the highest Test score and best 
Test bowling figures by both an Australian 

temporary replacement was installed 
on the honourboard before play the 
following day. We were delighted that 
Alastair took the time to view the display 
before taking to the field. 

There was much conjecture about the 
font and appearance of the temporary 
installation, which does differ from the 
other three names on the board.  This 
was always going to be the case for any 
temporary piece, as it takes considerable 
time for the fabric-wrapped panels 
to create the aged appearance. Work 
continues on that project, so keep an 
eye out for a permanent solution at the 
commencement of the AFL season.

Cook's historic MCG feat

CLUB NEWS

MCC MEETS MCC

Two of cricket’s oldest clubs, Melbourne and Marylebone, 

came together at the MCG the day after the Boxing Day Test 

for what has become a traditional post-Ashes Test battle since 

the first contest at Lord’s in 1993. Led by former captain-coach 

Andrew Kent, “our” MCC prevailed by 97 runs in a match befitting 

the spirit that exists between the two clubs.  We look forward to 

visiting Lord’s for the return match in the middle of next year.
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Singapore relationship 
is ever strong

The two clubs have competed many 
times since Singapore CC’s visit to 

Melbourne in 1976.  Initially cricket tours, 
recently the clubs have engaged in multi-
sport competition that at times has 
consisted of bowls, golf, hockey, netball, 
tennis and squash matches. 

This time around, a 60-strong touring 
party of players, partners and club 
officials arrived in Melbourne to play 
cricket, squash and tennis. In each 
of those sports, there was an ‘official 
match’, as well as ‘social’ matches 
played against the MCC. The result was 
a weekend of close competition and 
festivities. 

A casual barefoot bowls welcome 
function at MCC Bowls Club in Hawthorn 
was the first of the official functions for 
the tour. This was a great opportunity 
for officials from both clubs to meet and 
engage in some friendly rivalries ahead 
of the weekend’s action.

The following night a formal dinner in 
Singapore CC’s honour was held in the 
Long Room, with more than 150 guests 
from both clubs clad in their respective 
club colours. 

MCC vice-president and Sporting 

Sections chairman, Fred Oldfield, and 
Singapore CC deputy president, Zoher 
Motiwalla, as well as representatives 
from each of the sporting contests, 
addressed the audience. It was the 
perfect occasion to celebrate the visit 
and an opportunity for all to bask in 
reciprocal club spirit.

Singapore CC’s cricket schedule was a 
busy one, with matches against the MCC 
XXIX Club, Crusaders and MCC over a 
three-day period.

The cricket component of the tour 
kicked off when a XXIX Club played 
host to a 40-overs-a-side encounter at 
the Albert Ground. The XXIXers team 
comprised considerable first-class and 
Premier cricket experience and ensured 
the match was highly competitive.

After XXIX Club captain Michael Sholly 
won the toss and elected to bat, the 
hosts amassed 6/208.  Former Carlton 
First XI cricketer Paul Whybird top 
scored with an unbeaten 50 while former 
Victorian paceman Ashley Gilbert made 
a quick-fire 46. For Singapore CC, James 
Kilbee (2/29) and Madhu Thirikode 
(2/46) were multiple wicket takers.

The visitors’ innings began badly, 

recovered to 3/42 and then collapsed to 
be all out for 56. Wickets were shared, 
although former Victorian off-spinner 
and MCC cricket secretary Steven 
McCooke used his guile to take three 
wickets to help close out the innings. 

The ‘official’ match against the MCC 
was played on Tuesday February 6 at 
the MCG.  First XI vice-captain Meyrick 
Buchanan led the MCC team and elected 
to bat first. Meyrick opened with a quick-
fire 40 off 34 balls which saw the hosts 
to 1/82 off just 11 overs. His opening 
partner, Jack Harper, continued on to 
a well-crafted 75 (68 balls) before Joel 
Ludik (80*) and Alex Cesarios (58*) put 
on 103 runs off the last nine overs to take 
the total to 4/325 from the allotted 50.

Although Singapore CC never really 
threatened the target, Rob Hands 
(77) and Andre De Lange (52*) – a 
recent Singapore national player now 
representing the MCC in Premier Cricket 
- showed class. Bowlers Fergus O’Neill 
(2/20) and Cameron Sturrock (2/31) 
were the only multiple wicket takers in 
SCC innings of 6/242 cc.

Although both matches ended up 
slightly one-sided, the camaraderie 

MCC welcomed one of its reciprocal clubs, the Singapore Cricket Club, 
to compete in a multi-sport tour in early February. 
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and sportsmanship between players 
was evident throughout. If post-match 
discussions are anything to go by, return 
matches in Singapore will be highly 
competitive!

On the squash court, competition was 
close all afternoon, with 10 hard-fought 
matches. It went down to the wire, with 
the overall result not finalised until the 
very last match of the day.  

In the end, the visitors emerged 
triumphant 357 points to 339.

Special mention to Sam Bennant from 
Singapore CC, who had to play twice 
due to a last-minute injury. Although his 
legs were tiring in his second match of 
the day, he played an inspirational last 
match to will his club over the line by the 
narrowest of margins.

MCC turned the tables on the tennis 
court at MCC Glen Iris Valley Tennis 
Club in fine weather and excellent court 

conditions. Play featured a competition 
match consisting of six players from 
each team, who partnered every other 
member of their respective teams to 
play sets in a Fast 4 format. Individual 
matches were played in a very friendly 
yet competitive atmosphere with MCC 
prevailing by nine sets to six. 

Simultaneously there were five social 
players from Singapore CC who played 
social games with a similar number 
of our members. Although this was 
earmarked as social, the tennis turned 
out to be quite competitive and once 
again the MCC prevailed by a margin of 
one set.

We extend our thanks to the entire 
Singapore CC touring party for making 
the journey and proving to be warm and 
friendly combatants on the field, and fine 
ambassadors for their club.
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A
t the end of last year, the MCC implemented a unique 
partnership with MetLife Stadium which saw the club send 
two staff members on a workplace exchange to the leading 

US venue.
Located in New Jersey, the 82,500 seat stadium was opened in 

2010 and is home to iconic NFL football teams New York Jets and 
New York Giants. 

In addition to hosting 20 NFL games each season, the most of 
any stadium, it has held countless major events including Super 
Bowl XLVIII (2014), WrestleMania and concerts including Bruce 
Springsteen, U2, Bon Jovi and Taylor Swift.

Josh Anderson (Venue and Event Services) and Astrid 
Blackburn (Commercial Operations) kept to a busy schedule 
during their three-week international experience in October-
November.  They were chosen following a hotly contested 
application process amongst fellow staff members.

During a fortnight at MetLife Stadium, Astrid and Josh met 
with personnel from departments spanning the stadium’s entire 
operations – from ticketing and transport to sponsorship and 
special events.

Their visit coincided with two NFL games - a Thursday night 
clash between New York Jets and Buffalo Bills, and a chilly, six-
degree Sunday afternoon matchup between New York Giants 
and LA Rams.

The pair were fortunate to be invited to attend game day 
meetings and briefings, observe the stadium ingress and egress 
protocols, sit in the stadium control room during the event as 
well as experience firsthand the American ‘tailgating’ culture. 
In addition to the in-depth placement at MetLife, the duo also 

managed to fit in back-of-house visits to Staples Center in Los 
Angles, Madison Square Garden in New York City and Barclays 
Centre in Brooklyn, as well as experience the customer-centric 
operations at Disneyland in Anaheim. 

“As manager of Australia’s most iconic sporting stadium we 
are committed to continuous improvement and innovation,” said 
MCC CEO Stuart Fox. “The landscape we operate in is constantly 
evolving, and it is important that we stay up-to-date with 
industry developments.

“International partnerships such as this will allow us to stay at 
the forefront of stadia management and contemporary practices, 
bringing these learnings back to ultimately improve the service 
and experience for customers at the ‘G.”

The club is eagerly working to continue the MetLife Stadium 
partnership, amongst others, and discussing future staff 
placement and hosting opportunities. 

METLIFE STADIUM HIGHLIGHTS:
The opportunity to shadow representatives from Safety 
Services, IT, Facility Operations and Guest Services as 

they went about their duties on game day. 

Experiencing the difference in stadium presentation as it 
shifted between a Jets and Giants home game.

Installation and removal of theming is a significant 
exercise, with 4000 items needing to be switched over to 

reflect the personalities of each side.

The strong team culture which united all staff, whether 
they were stadium employees, service partners or casual 

event workers. 

US STADIUM EXCHANGE TAKES FLIGHT

MCC STAFF MEMBERS ASTRID BLACKBURN (LEFT) AND 
JOSH ANDERSON GAINED INSIGHTS FROM SEVERAL USA 
STADIUMS AND EVENTS AS PART OF A WORK EXCHange 
WITH METLIFE STADIUM.
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A HANDY HALL OF FAME TRIO

SPORTS HERITAGE

Former Australian captains, Ricky Ponting and Karen Rolton, 
and celebrated batsman Norm O’Neill were inducted into 
the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame in February.

ACHoF chairman and MCC cricket chairman, Peter King, 
announced the inductees in the National Sports Museum at the 
MCG prior to the Allan Border Medal ceremony.

By the end of his career, Ricky Ponting was the most capped 
Australian Test and ODI player and had served as captain for a 
record 324 matches across all formats, but these were just a few 
in a long list of records achieved over the course of his 17-year 
Australian career.

Taking on the ODI captaincy in 2002 and the Test captaincy 
two years later, Ponting led his side to back-to-back ICC Cricket 
World Cup titles, and is the only player in the world to have been 
involved in 100 Test victories. His prolific run scoring helped 
him to amass the most runs and centuries in both Test and ODI 
cricket by an Australian and be awarded the Allan Border Medal 
on four occasions.

“Ricky Ponting is unquestionably one of the finest Test and 
one-day cricketers Australia has produced,” said Peter King at 
the induction ceremony. “An exceptional fieldsman, he has an 
outstanding record as a top-order batsman and captain, and was 
a key figure during a highly successful era in Australian cricket.”  

A trailblazer of women’s cricket, Karen Rolton was a crucial 
member of the Australian side throughout her 14-year 
international career. Her powerful batting and handy bowling 
quickly made her an indispensable member of the team.

Appointed captain of the national side from 2007 to 2009, 
Karen’s career included two World Cup victories, first in 1997 
and again in 2005, when she scored an unbeaten 107 to help her 
team to the title. A further highlight was her 209* in a 2001 Test 
against England, then a record high score in women’s Tests.

“Karen Rolton was a dominant left-hander who rightly takes her 
place in the top echelon of women’s cricket,” said King. “Karen’s 
ability to score quickly and make big scores during her 15-year 
career played a major part in many of Australia’s triumphs on the 
international stage.”

Norm O’Neill is best remembered for the exciting batting style 
he brought to the New South Wales and Australian sides he played 
for, epitomised by his 181 in Australia’s first innings of the historic 
Tied Test against the West Indies in 1960.

O’Neill’s performances during the 1961 Ashes tour were another 
highlight of his career, with his 324 runs at 40.50 during the series 
seeing him named as one of five Wisden Cricketers of the Year in 
1962.

Becoming a regular radio commentator upon his retirement from 
cricket, O’Neill – who passed away in 2008 – was described aptly 
by his captain, Richie Benaud, as “one of the greatest entertainers 
we’ve had in Australian cricket”.

The hall of fame was first proposed by the MCC in 1995 and 
officially opened in 1996.  It is now located inside the National 
Sports Museum at the MCG. With the support of Cricket Australia 
and Cricket Victoria, 10 players were inducted at its official 
opening in 1996 and a further 39 have been welcomed since.

The MCC has followed the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame’s lead 
and elected former Australia captain Ricky Ponting in the club’s 

latest intake of Honorary Cricket members.
Ponting was deemed an automatic inclusion once he became 

eligible, as were his former teammates Simon Katich and Brett Lee. 
The trio, whose records speak for themselves, are among 10 cricketers 
recognised for their performances at international level. 

Joining the Australians in this intake of MCC Honorary Cricket 
members are India duo Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman, Sri Lanka pair 
Sanith Jayasuriya and Muttiah Muralitharan, former England captain 
Andrew Strauss, South Africa wicketkeeper Mark Boucher and former 
Pakistan skipper Mohammad Yousuf.

A full list of the club’s Honorary Cricket members is available on the 
MCC website. 

Ponting's double honour
NEW HONORARY CRICKET MEMBERS

Australians

Internationals

Simon Katich
Brett Lee
Ricky Ponting

Mark Boucher  Muttiah Muralitharan
Rahul Dravid  Andrew Strauss 
Sanith Jayasuriya  Mohammad Yousuf
VVS Laxman

TOP: Australian Cricket Hall of 
Fame inductee, Ricky Ponting. 
RIGHT: Fellow inductee, Karen 
Rolton, inspects her hall of 
fame display in the National 
Sports Museum with MCC 
Cricket chairman, Peter King.



Welcome to a more 
rewarding membership.

There are now even more reasons to enjoy being an MCC member, 

with the arrival of the MCC Plus membership card.

Your new membership card, complete with a more modern 

design and (for many members) an updated photo, enables 

members to load funds and receive a five per cent rebate on 

purchases of food and drinks inside the Members Reserve, by 

tapping the card at the point of sale.

The introduction of new cards for members came about 

because many members’ photos on their existing cards had 

aged to the point where they no longer enabled a suitable visual 

identity check. At the same time, we have taken the opportunity 

to provide members with the convenience of using a card to tap 

to make payments, while also offering better value in the form of 

a rebate on purchases.

Whether you're buying a round for friends at the bar, enjoying 

a meal or purchasing food on the go, you'll always be rewarded 

when paying with your new membership card. On top of the 

additional value, the ability to tap and pay will provide a faster 

transaction and an overall better service at bars and food outlets.

Approximately 8000 members took part in a pilot of 

the program during the cricket season, after which the club 

commenced a full rollout to the majority of the membership.

Notwithstanding the vagaries of the postal system, it is 

expected that more than 90,000 members will have their new 

cards by early March, in readiness for the AFL season. The card 

will have a new card number, which will be needed to login to the 

MCC website, as well as a new barcode number which will be 

needed when purchasing tickets online at Ticketek.

While you don't need to activate the MCC Plus card in order to 

enter the Reserve, it will need to be activated before you can begin 

to take advantage of the rebates on offer.

We encourage you to activate the card as soon as you receive 

it, before the code that comes with the card is lost or discarded. 

To activate online at mcc.org.au/activate, follow the prompts and 

steps outlined in the brochure that comes with your card.

Then, before your next visit to the MCG, simply log in to the 

MCC Plus portal and load your money onto the card, ready for 

use. You can revisit that portal at any time to top up your funds.

Further details about the MCC Plus program are available 

at mcc.org.au/mccplus.  Our membership services team is also 

available to assist on membership@mcc.org.au or (03) 9657 

8888.

what do i need to do?

membership@mcc.org.au

03 9657 8888

to find out more   
mcc.org.au/mccplus
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MCG EVENTS

haven't received your new card?

More than 25,000 members will not receive a new membership card in the current rollout, as they have 
yet to comply with the request to provide a new photo. Members can do so either at an Australia Post 
outlet or in person at the club office. This process is being funded by the club and, if you are required 
to provide a new photo, we ask that you do so at your earliest opportunity so that we can provide you 
with a new card and you can avail yourself of the rebates on offer.

extra time offers

At selected matches throughout the AFL season, the club will nominate an outlet or bar within the 
Reserve that will offer a 10 per cent rebate on purchases – double the standard offer – for a limited 
time.
A list of available Extra Time offers during the AFL season will be made available on the MCC website. 
The details for the first five rounds are also included in the 2018 Football Guide.
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MCC tennis on show over summer

The future of tennis at the MCC 
Glen Iris Valley Tennis Club is 
looking bright, if performances by 

some of our young talent is any guide.
Jaimee Fourlis won the Australian 

under 18 championships in December at 
Melbourne Park.  Fourlis outlasted fellow 
Victorian rising star Destanee Aiava to 
earn a wildcard into the main draw of the 
Australian Open, where she lost narrowly 
in three sets in the opening round.  

Fourlis also made the second round 
of the WTA Hobart International and is 
clearly a star on the rise. 

The 21-year-old Zoe Hives won her 
maiden $25,000 ITF Pro Circuit title in 
Adelaide in January, and also reached the 
Australian Open doubles main draw. 

These excellent results have seen both 
Fourlis and Hives break into the Top 300 
in the global WTA rankings. 

Matt Reid partnered Nick Kyrgios in 
doubles at both the Brisbane International 
and the Australian Open, while Jess Moore 
progressed to the second round of the 
Australian Open ladies doubles.

MCC Glen Iris Valley Tennis Club is 
located on High Street Road in Mount 
Waverley and has a range of facilities 
available for young and old.

Boasting 12 en-tout-cas, floodlit tennis 
courts that can be viewed from the 

two-story clubhouse, MCC 
members can join the club 
and enjoy a number of 
features and benefits. Among 
them are competition play 
for all levels, court access 
for social play and member 
facilities, access to tennis 
coaching and social events.

To find out more, please 
visit mccglenirisvalley.org.au.

The MCC is just a few weeks away 
from making its debut in the Victorian 
Amateur Football Association 

women’s competition, following plenty of 
hard work in the pre-season.

Led by head coach Lachlan Worthy and 
coaching ambassador Russell Robertson, 
our ladies have been training at St Bede’s 
College in Mentone over summer before 
venturing to their new home at Beaumaris 
Secondary College in February.

The season proper will begin in April, 
following a grading tournament in late-
March, and the finishing touches are 

being applied to all aspects of football 
operations. A jumper design (see right)
has been approved, and the number of 
participants at training is growing by the 
week.

There is still time to join in the fun this 
football season. If you are interested, or 
know someone who is, please contact us 
on the details below.

Women's footy takes off

melbcricketclubfc@gmail.com

03 9657 8888

zoe hives

jaimee fourlis
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Our club’s cricketers are at the business end of the 
2017/18 season, with several men’s and women’s 

teams headed for finals action.
With one home and away round remaining before the 

first round of Premier Cricket finals on March 17 and 
18, our men’s First XI was in 10th position and needing 
results to go their way in the final round to make the top 
eight.

After a poor start to the season, the team has been 
gaining momentum since Christmas, winning six 
matches on the trot. The batting has been led by young 
guns Will Pucovski (329 runs at 65.80), Sam Harper 
(493 at 61.63) and Blake Thomson (518 at 43.17). 
Thomson’s unbeaten 166 in the penultimate round to 
chase down a victory target of 343 against Prahran was 
one of the innings of the season.

Patrick Smith (31 wickets at 22.32) and Wilson 
McGillivray (28 wickets at 20.68) have been our leading 
wicket takers.

Pucovski, 20, scored his maiden first-class century 
for Victoria in the Sheffield Shield match against 
Queensland at the MCG in February.  He was one of five 
MCC players in the Bushrangers’ squad of 12 – along 
with Cameron White, Seb Gotch, Chris Tremain and 
Jackson Coleman – and the club was delighted with this 
representation at state level.

The women’s Premier First XI are in third place in the 

one-day competition with one match remaining.  They have 
been led by Anna O’Donnell (10 wickets at 15.10), Amy 
Yates and Elly Donald (eight wickets apiece). Amy Vine has 
made 250 runs at 41.67. 

In lower grades, our women’s Premier Reserves team is on 
top of the ladder, while the men’s second and fourth elevens 
were both in third spot and looking to cement home finals.

Our women’s Premier First XI reached the T20 final on 
February 10, but unfortunately were well beaten by a strong 
Essendon Maribyrnong Park outfit. Let’s hope the tables can 
be turned in the 50-over finals series in March.

Cricketers strive for finals glory

Farewell, Baz
It was with great sadness that we 

learned of the passing of former 
MCC cricketer, Barry Matters, at 

the age of 64 after a relatively short 
battle with illness.

A First XI premiership player in 
1981/82, ‘Baz’ was an opening batsman 
who played more than 150 games for 
the club, 78 of them in the First XI.  

He also made a substantial 
contribution as a player and treasurer 
of the MCC XXIX Club for 18 years and 
was an extremely popular teammate.  
‘Baz’ played in the club’s inaugural 
match against Marylebone Cricket 
Club at Lord’s in 1993, where he 
opened the batting with Dr John Lill.

A memorial service was held on 
February 9 in the Members Dining 
Room at the MCG. 

On behalf of MCC players, coaches 
and administrators past and present, 
we extend our sincere condolences 
to Lindy, Sarah, Ben, Rebecca and 
Sophie. He will be sadly missed.

CLUB SPORT

jaimee fourlis

amy vines in action for the mcc women's premier firsts.

barry matters (back 
row, fourth from left) in 
the mcc 1981/82 first xi 
premiership team

barry at the inaugural melbourne cc v marylebone cc match at lord's in 1993.
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AROUND THE CLUB

Functions galore for members

Our members and their guests 
continued to enjoy the range of 
functions on offer this summer, 

whether they be new events or some of the 
traditional occasions on the MCC calendar.

On November 23 and 24, the club hosted 
the annual gathering of its 50-Year members 
in the Members Dining Room. The 
combined attendance was more than 750 
members of the approximately 3000 people 
on the 50-year list. 

Among those present were former VFL 
players David Parkin, Bryan Kenneally, Ron 
Barassi, Hassa Mann, Brian Dixon, Ian 
Thorogood, BarrieVagg, Clyde Laidlaw and 
John Westacott, along with tennis stars John 
Fraser and Neale Fraser.

A few days later the club hosted many 
of the newly elected 50-Year members at a 
special luncheon in the Long Room.  Joining 
the 50-year club this year was Hawthorn 
president and former Victorian Premier, Jeff 
Kennett, and former Melbourne player and 
ex-Tasmania Premier, Ray Groom.

December 2 saw the debut of a new event 
on the calendar.  The Christmas Masterclass 
provided members and their guests the 
opportunity to go behind the scenes and 
access the MCG Culinary Centre to work 
alongside Epicure’s best chefs.

Attendees were guided through hands-on 
cooking stations where they learnt to create 

Christmas treats to take home and impress 
family and friends.  The function also 
included beverages, canapes and take-home 
recipes and is sure to return later this year.

Former Australian leg-spinner and 
popular commentator Kerry O’Keeffe put 
on a star turn when he responded to the 
toast to cricket at the Members’ Dinner on 
December 12 to a sellout audience of 450 
members in the Members Dining Room.

Hosted by Tim Lane, the dinner first 
heard from The Age’s senior sports writer, 
Greg Baum, who proposed the toast to 
cricket.

Greg matched the quality of his written 
word with an insightful and unique 
perspective on the ‘bad-good cricketer’.  His 
observations were astute, humorous and 
well thought out, and provided a wonderful 
viewpoint of the game that many of us can 
relate to.

Greg was humble in his approach to the 
lectern, stating that he wasn’t sure if it was 
good or bad to address the crowd before 
the much anticipated O’Keeffe.  However, 
like a good opening batsman, he had laid 
the foundation for the more extravagant 
partner to follow.

After main course, O’Keeffe took to the 
stage to offer his response to the toast, 
and he did not disappoint.  From start to 
end, the audience was in fits of laughter, 

thoroughly entertained and left wanting for 
more.

Kerry’s renowned chuckle, at many times, 
received just as much of a response as the 
words he spoke.  For many, 'Skull's' address 
will go down as one of the best in the 23-
year history of the Members’ Dinner.

Within weeks it was time for the festive 
season and the Boxing Day Test. The 
Members Dining Room and Long Room 
were full for the Christmas Day Lunch, 
including many Marylebone Cricket Club 
members here for the Test, setting the scene 
for the next few days. 

Hosted by Damien Fleming, the Boxing 
Day Breakfast heard from former England 
fast bowler, Bob Willis.  With England 
having already lost the Ashes series by the 
time it reached Melbourne, Willis came off 
the long run about what was needed to turn 
his country’s Test fortunes around. 

He and former Australian captain Greg 
Chappell also recounted tales from the 
1977 Centenary Test at the MCG, before 
he set off to join every living member of the 
Australian team, bar one, to celebrate 40 
years since the magical event.

The following day, more than 470 
members and guests opened Day 2 of the 
Test in the Members Dining Room at the 
Women in Cricket Test Breakfast.

Members and guests had the good 
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fortune to hear from Sir Ian Botham, one 
of England’s greatest players and forthright 
commentator.  ‘Beefy’ was at his usual 
bombastic best, with plenty of colourful 
stories and insightful analysis.

Also on stage for a panel discussion with 
MC Angela Pippos was Australia’s injured 
women’s captain and recently departed 
Melbourne Stars player, Meg Lanning, 
alongside Cricket Australia’s head of the Big 
Bash Leagues, Kim McConnie.

One month later, the annual Australia 
Day Luncheon was held for the 13th 
consecutive year, this time featuring 
Australian War Memorial director, Dr 
Brendan Nelson AO, as guest speaker. He 

received a standing ovation after a moving 
speech.

With more than 160 members and guests 
in attendance, the day was again hosted by 
Ian Cover and featured a number of musical 
performances by baritone Stephen Marsh, 
accompanied by pianist Adam McMillian. 

To round out the summer, almost 130 
young members and their guests enjoyed 
themselves at a function in the Hans Ebeling 
Room during the T20 international between 
Australia and England on February 10. It 
was one of several functions being held 
for young members in the coming weeks, 
including a bowls night and a craft beer 
evening.
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ANZAC BALL FOR YOUNG MEMBERS

The club’s most popular event for young 
members, the Anzac Ball, returns to the 

Members Dining Room on Saturday April 
28. 

Full and Restricted members, and their 
guests, aged 18-40 are eligible to attend. 
Cost is $120 (members) and $135 (guests) 
and there is a limit of four guests each. 

The evening includes pre-dinner drinks 
and canapés in the Long Room, a three-
course dinner with beverages, followed by a 
night of entertainment and dancing. 

Dress is lounge suit for men (tie required) 
and equivalent standard for women, so 
dress to impress! Strictly no denim or casual 
attire allowed.

Bookings open on Tuesday March 6 and 
are expected to sell fast, so we suggest you 
move quickly to secure a table.

In addition to playing a part in the club’s future success, dual 
MFC/MCC membership provides the opportunity to access a 

range of functions during the footy season. 
The first of these is the MFC/MCC Game Day Luncheon in the 

Hans Ebeling Room at match against Hawthorn on Sunday April 
15. 

Full and Restricted members may each bring up to four guests, 
the limit for Provisional members is two. They will enjoy a 
two-course dinner, half-time supper, pre-game beverages and 
entertainment. 

A cash bar will operate during the game. 
Guests will require a visitor ticket to access the ground, so 

members should ensure they pre-purchase their visitor tickets 
early. 

Bookings opened on March 6 via mcc.org.au and were still 
available as we went to print. 

Other functions will be held at the Queen’s Birthday match 
against Collingwood on Monday June 11  
(bookings open May 1) and on August 12 against Sydney Swans 
(bookings open July 3), so please mark your diaries.

Footy functions for MFC/MCC members

Welcome back footy in style

The annual MCG Footy Season Launch 
Luncheon returns on Wednesday 

March 21, ahead of what promises to be 
another exciting AFL season at the MCG. 

Hosted by Tim Lane, the function will 
preview that weekend’s AFL Women’s 
League grand final. It will also usher in the 
MCG's opening AFL match for 2018 the 
following evening between Richmond and 
Carlton, which will see the Tigers unfurl 
their flag. 

Members of all categories and their guests 
will hear Richmond premiership defender 

Alex Rance and Hawthorn captain Jarryd 
Roughead discuss footy’s biggest issues and 
provide insights into the teams and players 
to watch this season. 

The lunch includes a three-course meal 
and beverages. 

Bookings opened on February 13 and a 
limited number of spaces was still available 
as we went to press. Please visit mcc.org.au  
or ring the club for updates on availability 
or to make a booking. Don't miss out on 
your chance to welcome back another 
exciting year of footy at the MCG.

DATE
Wednesday March 21

TIME
12pm for 12.30pm

WHERE
Members Dining Room

COST
$110 (member)

$120 (guest)
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day date function bookings open venue

Thursday March 8 Women in Wine SOLD OUT Long Room

Thursday March 15 Young Members' Craft Beer Evening BOOK NOW Jim Stynes Grill

Wednesday March 21 MCG Footy Season Launch BOOK NOW Members Dining Room

Sunday April 15
MFC/MCC Game Day Function 
(Haw v Melb)

March 6 Members Dining Room

Saturday April 28 Young Members' Anzac Ball March 6 Members Dining Room

Friday May 11 Comedy @ the 'G (Haw v Syd) March 27 Hans Ebeling Room

Saturday May 19
Young Members' Footy Function  
(Ess v Geel)

April 12 Hans Ebeling Room

Thursday June 7* Norm Smith Oration April 17* Members Dining Room

Monday June 11
MFC/MCC Game Day Function 
(Mel v Coll)

May 1 Hans Ebeling Room

Sunday June 17  
MCC/VRC Members' Lounge  
(Geel v Rich)

May 1 Committee Room**

Sunday June 24 Comedy @ the 'G (Coll v Carl) May 8 Hans Ebeling Room

Friday July 6
Young Members' Footy Function 
(Rich v Adel)

May 10 Hans Ebeling Room

Thursday July 12* Long Room Dinner with celebrity chef Ballot: May 22-29 Long Room

Sunday August 12
MFC/MCC Game Day Function 
(Melb v Syd)

July 3 Committee Room

Wednesday August 15 MCC Annual General Meeting N/A Members Dining Room

Monday August 27 The Bradman Luncheon July 10 Members Dining Room

Saturday September 1 Young Members' Themed Ball July 17 Members Dining Room

Wednesday September 12* Members' Culinary Centre Experience Ballot: August 14-21 MCG Culinary Centre

Monday September 24 Brownlow Dinner with the Coodabeens Ballot: August 7-9 Members Dining Room

FUNCTIONS CALENDAR
There’s a broad range of entertaining functions to cater for 

members and guests over the next six months. 

* Date subject to change  ** Venue subject to change
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DATE
Thursday June 7* 

please note the date is subject to change

TIME
6.45pm for 7.30pm

WHERE
Members Dining Room

COST
$135 (member)

$145 (guest)

Football's night of nights
The major football function on 

the MCC calendar returns 
when the Norm Smith Oration 
is held in June in the Members 
Dining Room. 

Hosted by Tim Lane, this major 
football function on the MCC 
calendar reprises the legacy of 
Melbourne’s legendary player and 
coach. It is open to all members 
and their guests to hear our guest 
speakers chronicle our great game 
and its influence on generations. 

Last year, we were thoroughly 
entertained by acclaimed writer, 
comedian and actor, Rob Sitch, 
and Geelong Cats premiership 
coach, Chris Scott, about the 
game they love.  While not 
confirmed as we went to press, 
this year’s lineup will be sure to 
impress. 

Tickets to the function include 
canapés, three-course dinner and 
beverages. Members can each 
bring up to four guests. 

Footy functions for 
young members 

Members aged 18-40 can mingle with fellow young 
members at one of two match day functions in 

the Hans Ebeling Room this AFL season.
The first of these will be held on Saturday May 19 at 

the Country Game between Essendon and Geelong 
Cats (bookings open April 12). 

The second gathering will be on Friday July 6 at the 
grand final rematch between Richmond and Adelaide 
Crows (bookings open May 10).

All bookings include a three-hour beverage package 
with finger food, as well as a reserved seat on Level 
2 to watch the matches. A cash bar will operate in the 
room after that time.

Dress code is smart casual with a collared shirt for 
men. No denim and no sneakers.

Full and Restricted members may each bring up 
to four guests to either function, while Provisional 
members can bring two guests.

A night of laughs 
at the footy 

The first of two pre-match Comedy @ the ‘G functions 
for members this year will be held on Friday May 11, 

prior to the Hawthorn v Sydney Swans AFL match. 
Laugh along with some of Australia’s top comics 

while enjoying a two-hour, pre-game snack food and 
beverage package prior to the footy in the Hans Ebeling 
Room. A reserved seat on Level 2 to watch the match is 
also included. 

The function is only open to Full and Restricted 
members and their guests (maximum one per member). 
Guests will require a visitor ticket to access the ground, 
so please ensure you pre-purchase visitor tickets early. 
The lineup of comedians will be confirmed closer to the 
event. 

Comedy tickets will be $60 (per person) and available 
from Tuesday March 27 via mcc.org.au.

A second Comedy @ the ‘G event will be held at the 
Collingwood v Carlton match on Sunday June 24. 

CLUB FUNCTIONS

Bookings will 
be taken on a 
first-in first-
served basis 
from Tuesday 
April 17. 
Please keep 
an eye on 
mcc.org.au
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YOUR NEXT SPECIAL OCCASION? 
COME TO THE MCG!

From spectacular CBD views of the rooftop Robert Flower 
Terrace to the exclusive tradition of the Long Room, 

make your next event one to remember.  

With over 15 stunning, world-class spaces available, 
the MCC Reserve can cater to all your event requirements.  

  Contact: James Gilham functions.mcg@epicure.com.au or visit mcc.org.au/functions

Support your afl club with dual membership

MCC members can financially assist 

their AFL team by purchasing a dual 

membership package for the 2018 AFL 

season.

Members who support any of the 10 

Victorian clubs, along with the Sydney Swans, 

received their membership renewal notice in 

July last year with an option to upgrade to the 

dual membership category. 

Each package offers excellent value and 

is a great way to show your club colours 

and boost your team’s overall membership 

numbers.

Dual membership not only provides 

financial assistance to your footy team, but 

also affords additional opportunities to attract 

sponsors and advertising revenue streams. 

We encourage members to get behind their 

club, even if you have already renewed your 

MCC membership.

If you wish to take up the offer for the new 

AFL season, please phone 1300 300 107 with 

your reference number and credit card, or you 

can log in to the MCC website, click through 

to ‘renew my membership’ and follow the 

prompts.

If you did not receive the offer as part of 

your renewal mailing, or would like more 

information, please contact our membership 

services team.

Membership@mcc.org.au

03 9657 8888
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Golfers enjoy a day out

Almost 100 members enjoyed a beautiful 
afternoon at the splendid Kingston 

Heath Golf Course on February 6 for this 
year’s Members’ Golf Day.

With a full field, including our highest 
ever number of female players, members 
enjoyed a light lunch prior to taking on 
the challenging Kingston Heath layout in 
perfect conditions.

At the end of the day, members moved 
into the dining room to enjoy a delicious sit-
down dinner, cold beverages and to review 
their day’s achievements and challenges.  
Thanks to our generous partners, including 
Cadbury, Coca-Cola Amatil, CUB, Epicure, 
GSM Golf, Lavazza, 13th Beach Golf Course 

and Treasury Wine Estates, prizes were 
awarded for individual and team events, 
longest drive and nearest the pin.

This year’s winner of the President’s Cup 
was Matt Callahan, who took out the event 
with 40 Stableford points.  The best-
performed female in the field was Martine 
Oldfield, who notched up 38 Stableford 
points off a 28 handicap and also won the 
women’s longest drive award.

The quartet of Peter Callahan, Jonathan 
Mandley, Ian Corcoran and Matt Callahan 
took out the team aggregate with 135 
points. Nearest the pin honours went 
to Peter Dakin, Tracy Wynde and Mark 
Dunstan.

Members honoured on Australia Day

Almost 40 MCC members 
have been recognised for 
their contribution to the 

community in the 2018 Australia 
Day Honours List.

Among our members who 
received an honour were former 
Liberal Party federal director Brian 
Loughnane, former Australian 
women's cricket captain Belinda 
Clark, former Melbourne Football 
Club vice-president Bill Guest 
and gun control advocate Walter 
Mikac, who lost his family in the 
Port Arthur massacre in 1996. 

Also honoured was event 
management specialist Peter 
Jones, son of former MCC 
president David Jones.   Peter 
(pictured) has a long association 
with the MCG, having co-ordinated 
AFL Grand Final pre-match 
entertainment for much of the past 
decade.  His company, Peter Jones 
Special Events, also managed the 
MCC 175th Anniversary Gala on 
behalf of the club in 2013.

We congratulate all our members 
on their recognition in this year's 
honours list.

AO (General Division)
BENNETT, Victoria Jane
CLARK, Belinda Jane
DARLING, Ian David
HOLMES, Anthony David
LOUGHNANE, Brian Gerard
MICHELMORE, Andrew Gordon
ROBERTSON, Ian Lyall
WILSON, Geoffrey James

AM (General Division)

DUNN, Ian Maxwell

GILL, Peter John

GUEST, William Wyatt

HICKMAN, Jon Meredith

JONES, Peter Campbell

KELLY, John William

KEON-COHEN, Chester Stewart

MCNICOL, Peter Laurence

MEAGHER, John Williams

MIKAC, Walter Andres

MYER, Andrew Vallejo

SCOTT, Russell Miles

STANFORD, Michael Philip

UMSTAD, Mark Peter

WORKMAN, Barabara 

OAM (General Division)
BLACK, Terrace Ian
CHAPLIN, Brian John
CULLEN, Don Joseph
FRAWLEY, Peter Francis
KILGOUR, Donald
LANGFORD-JONES, Bruce Mervyn
MACPHERSON, Malcolm Peter
PROVAN, Barrie Alexander
SNEDDON, Raymond John
THOMSON, David Scott
WANG, Christopher
WILLIS, Jonathan Gregory

PSM (Public Service Medal)
FENNESSY, Adam Phillip

Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC) 
DUNCAN, Paul Barry

President’s Cup winner Matt Callahan (left) with MCC vice-president 
Fred Oldfield at the Members’ Golf Day in February.


