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2025 BOXING DAY TEST
AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND

TEST CRICKET AT THE MCG

Beginning with the inaugural Test match in March 1877, 116 Tests have been staged at the MCG. England hasbeen
involved in 57 of the Tests played here. Australia has won 29 of these contests and England 20, with the other eight
drawn. One Test, scheduled against England in 1970/71, was abandoned without aball bowled and is not counted in
therecords. Other sides to play Tests at the MCG are India (15), the West Indies (15), South Africa (13), Pakistan (11),
New Zealand (4), and Sri Lanka (2).

Three women’s Tests have also been played at the MCG, all between Australia and England in 1934/35,1948/49 and
2024/25. The first two Tests were drawn, while Australia won the third.

BOXING DAY TESTS AT THE MCG

Traditionally, the Victoria versus New South Wales Sheffield Shield clash was played at the MCG over Christmas, and
before the 1968/69 season, only two MCG Tests had included play on Boxing Day: the second Test against England in
1950/51, which began on Friday December 22 (Boxing Day, a Tuesday, being the third day of the match), and the second
Test against South Africain 1952/53, which commenced on Christmas Eve.

The first Test to begin on Boxing Day at the MCG was the
second Test against the West Indiesin 1968/69, the 56th at the
ground, when bleak conditions restricted the attendance to
18,786. During the following decade only two MCG Tests
featured play on December 26: the second Test against
England in 1974/75,and the second Test against the West
Indies the following season, both of which commenced on
that day.
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Since 1980/81, only one season has not featured Test cricket at
the MCG on Boxing Day. This wasin 1989/90 when, owing to
the late arrival of the Pakistan team, a One-Day International
against Sri Lanka was played instead, the MCG Test involving
Pakistan being put back to mid-January.

MCG Tests have begun on Boxing Day in each of the other
seasons during this period, apart from 1984/85, when the
fourth Test against the West Indies started on December 22
and in 1988/89 and 1994/95, when matches against the West
Indies and England both commenced on Christmas Eve.

Right: The ABC Cricket Book for the summer
of 1968/69. This West Indies tour was the first
in which a Test match at the MCG began on
Boxing Day. Australia’s captain, Bill Lawry, is
shown at a coin toss with the West Indies’
skipper Garfield Sobers. It may be fitting that
Australia’s captain on Boxing Day 1968 was a
parochial Victorian in Lawry.




THE 1924/25 ENGLAND TOUR

MCG JANUARY 1925 SECOND ASHES TEST:
AUSTRALIA WIN IN A HIGH SCORING GAME

England had not won a T'cst against Australia sincc 1912
when they embarked on their 1924/25 tour down under.
In thefirst Test at the SCG, Australia won by 193 runs, and
Australian captain Herbic Collins had no hesitation in
batting when he won the toss at the start of the seccond
Testat the MCG, which began on New Ycar’s Day 19235.
England was captained by Arthur Gilligan. After a shaky
start (3/47), Australia settled down to two whole days of
batting with Bill Ponsford making 128 (his second century
in his first two Tests) and Victor Richardson 138. Solid
contributions from Johnny Taylor (72), Bert Hartkopf
(8o ondebut),Jack Gregory (44) and Bert Oldfield (39 not
out) produced a first innings total of 600.

England went to the crease at the start of the third day
and openers Jack Hobbs and Herbert Sutcliffe were still
there when the day ended, sharing a partnership of 283,
during which neither offered a chance. At stumps,
Sutcliffe was 154 not out and Sutcliffe 123 not out. The
next morning, Arthur Mailey bowled Hobbs with a full
toss without him adding to his score, and Frank Woolley
and Jack Hearne followed quickly toleave England at
3/305; they could only amass 174 more, the innings closing
at 479. Sutcliffe was the fifth out when he was bowled by
Charles Kelleway for 176.

Maurice Tate struck three times early in Australia’s
second innings and the home team finished day four on
3/63. An innings of 9o by Taylor, and late resistance from
Gregory (36 notout) and Oldfield (39), steered Australia
to250 and alead of 371. Resuming at 1/54 at the start of the
fifth day, England’s second innings was dominated by
Sutcliffe, who scored his second century of the game.
Sutcliffe and Woolley added 9o for the fourth wicket but,
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Above: This image was published with the caption: ‘“Lucky
Collins” Wins the Toss.” Arthur Gilligan (right), England’s
captain maintains good-humoured disposition. Although each
toss had a 50-50 chance of winning, Australia’s captain, Herbert

fror Sutcliff dismissed f | he sixth d “Lucky” Collins, got his sobriquet owing to a perceived run of
atter Sutcliffe was dismissed for 127 early on the sixth day good fortune, particularly his success in winning coin tosses and

(thisbeinga ‘timeless’ Test), England’s last three wickets avoiding dismissals though spilled catches. It was during the

fell quickly, and they werc all out for 290. Mailey took 5/92 192 /25 England tour that the legend arose that Collins mastered
and Gregory 4/87. Australia won by 81 runs to takea 2-0 the coin toss at two up when serving with the AIF during the
lead in the series. Great Warin France.

Although Australia went on to win the serics 4-1, it was

considered that the two sides were fairly evenly matched,

except that the home side’s batting was generally more

reliable. Australia won the third Test in Adelaide by the narrow margin of 11 runs, the game ending on the seventh day. The fourth
Test, back at the MCG, produced an England victory by an innings and 29 runs, the visitors scoring 548 (including another century
from Sutcliffe, his fourth of the series) and the Australians failing to mount any substantial rearguard action in either innings and
being dismissed for 269 and 250. Australia won the fifth and final Test at the SCG by 307 runs.

Fact Shectrescarch by MCC Library Volunteers Quentin Miller, Ross Perry, David Allen, and Ian Wilkinson,
assisted and edited by Trevor Ruddell.
Sources consulted: Ray Webster’s First-Class Cricket in Australia. Vol. 2, Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac - various issues.



GILLIGAN'S MEN

A CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE
M.C.C. TOUR OF AUSTRALIA, 192425

BY

M. A. NOBLE

Ex-Captain of Australian Test Elevens

WiTH 48 PHOTOGRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS
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Above: The MCC Library’s first edition copy of Monty
Noble’s book on the 1924/25 England tour of Australia,
Gilligan’s Men (1925). It was donated to your Library by
the prominent sportswriter Ernest Baillie in 1961. Facing the
title page is an image captioned ‘The Turning Point in the
Second Test / Hendren b. Gregory, 18.’

The Australian Team, 1924/25:
Standing: AEV Hartkopf, VY Richardson, CE Kelleway, JM Gregory, AJ Richardson, W Bardsley, TJ Andrews
Seated: WA Oldfield, AA Mailey, HL Collins (c), JM Taylor, WH Ponsford.



RADIO COMMENTARY OF PLAY AT THE MCG IN 1925

The second Test of the 1924/25 Ashes series was the first Test cricket match to be broadcast with descriptions of play from the
MCG. The Associated Radio Company of Australia (3AR) was established under the ABC’s umbrella in Melbourne on January 26,
1924. With public radio broadcasting still in its infancy by January 1925, the enterprising broadcaster decided to transmit
descriptions of the play from the second Test of the Ashes series. The New Year’s Day broadcast was animmediate success with
those who had access to a personal radio receiver or were within earshot of 3AR’s offices in the city. The Sun News Pictorial on
January 3,1925,described:

“One of the biggest wireless stunts ever put over in Victoria now stands to the credit of 3AR. A land line was run from the
studio to the M.C.G., and by this means Edgar Mayne, the well-known cricketer, was enabled to give a complete and detailed
description of every incident of the second Test match throughout the whole of the afternoon to listeners-in in every part of
the country. Associated Radio installed a loudspceaker outside its offices in Elizabeth-street and through it every incident in
the match could be heard within a few scconds of its happening. Owing to the traffic being blocked, however, consequent
upon the big crowd which assembled around the speaker, the company had to cut out this sct.”

— SCORECARD -

— AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND -
SECOND TEST, JANUARY 1-3 & 5-7, 1925

Australia First Innings R M 4s 6s
*HL Collins ¢ Strudwick b Tate 9 40 1 -
W Bardsley ¢ Strudwick b Gilligan 19 76
AJ Richardson run out 14 33 -
WH Ponsford b Tate 128 222 6
JM Taylor run out 72 130 3
VY Richardson run out 138 198 13
C Kelleway ¢ Strudwick b Gilligan 2 132 2
AEV Hartkopf ¢ Chapman b Gilligan 80 162 8
JM Gregory ¢ Gillian b Tate 44 40 5
+WAS Oldfield not out 39 106 2
AA Mailey lbw b Tate 1 4 -
Extras (18b, 5lb, 1nb) 24
Total 149.5 overs 600

Fall: 1-22 (Collins), 2-47 (AJ Richardson), 3-47 (Bardsley), 4-208 (Taylor),

5-301 (Ponsford), 6-424 (VY Richardson), 7-439 (Kelleway), 8-499 (Gregory),
9-599 (Hartkopf), 10-600 (Mailey 149.5 overs).

England First Innings R M 4s 6s
JB Hobbs b Mailey 154 288 11 -
H Sutcliffe b Kelleway 176 431 17
FE Woolley b Gregory 0 5 -
JW Hearne b Mailey 9 42 -
EH Hendren c Oldfield b Kelleway 32 57 1
APF Chapman c Oldfield b Gregory 28 41 2
JWHT Douglas ¢ Collins b AJ Richardson 8 45 -
RK Tyldesley ¢ Collins b Gregory 5 7 1
MW Tate b AJ Richardson 34 39 4
*AER Gilligan not out 17 21 3
+H Strudwick b Hartkopf 4 15 -
Extras (4b, 5lb, 2w) 11
Total 138 overs 479

Fall: 1-283 (Hobbs), 2-284 (Woolley), 3-305 (Hearne), 4-373 (Hendren), 5-
404 (Sutcliffe), 6-412 (Chapman), 7-418 (Tyldesley), 8-453 (Douglas), 9-458
(Tate), 10-479 (Strudwick, 138 overs)

England Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Tate 45-10-142-3, Douglas 19..5-0-95-1, Tyldesley 35-3-130-0, Gilligan 26-1-
114-3, Hearne 13-1-69-0, Woolley 11-3-26-0

Australia Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Gregory 34-4-124-3, Kelleway 30-10-62-2, Mailey 34-5-141-2, Hartkopf 26-
1-120-1, AJ Richardson 14-6-20-2

Australia Second Innings R M 4s 6s

*HL Collins b Hearne 30 114 1 -
W Bardsley lbw b Tate 2 2 -

AJ Richardson b Tate 9 9 1

WH Ponsford b Tate 4 13 -

JM Taylor b Tate 9 149 7

VY Richardson ¢ Strudwick b Hearne 8 19 -

C Kelleway cand b Hearne 17 58 2

AEV Hartkopf lbw b Tate 0 8 -

JM Gregory not out 36 8 4
+WAS Oldfield Ibw b Hearne 39 70 3

AA Mailey b Tate 0 9 -

Extras (11b, 1nb) 12

Total 79.3 overs 250

England Second Innings R M 4s 6s
JB Hobbs Ibw b Mailey 2 45 2 -
H Sutcliffe ¢ Gregory b Mailey 127 3719 12
+H Strudwick Ibw b Gregory 2 42 1
JW Hearne Ibw b Gregory 23 60 2
FE Woolley Ibw b AJ Richardson 5 128 6
EH Hendren b Gregory 18 54 3
RK Tyldesley ¢ Ponsford b Mailey 0 4 -
JWHT Douglas b Mailey 14 46 -
APF Chapman not out 4 16 -
*AER Gilligan cand b Mailey 0 1 -
MW Tate b Gregory 0 1 -
Extras (6b, 2Ib, 2nb) 10
Total: 106.3 overs 290

Fall: 1-3 (Bardsley), 2-13 (AJ Richardson), 3-27 (Ponsford), 4-106 (Collins),
5-126 (VY Richardson), 6-166 (Taylor), 7-168 (Kelleway), 8-168 (Hartkopf),
9-239 (Oldfield), 10-250 (Mailey, 79.3 overs)

Fall: 1-36 (Hobbs), 2-75 (Strudwick), 3-121 (Hearne), 4-211 (Woolley),
5-254 (Hendren), 6-255 (Tyldesley), 7-280 (Sutcliffe), 8-289 (Douglas),
9-289 (Gilligan), 10-290 (Tate, 106.3 overs)

England Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Tate 33.3-8-99-6, Gilligan 11-2-40-0, Tyldesley 2-0-6-0, Hearne 29-5-84-4,
Douglas 4-0-9-0.

Australia Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Gregory 27.3-6-87-4, Kelleway 18-4-42-0, AJ Richardson 22-7-35-1, Mailey
24-2-92-5, Hartkopf 4-1-14-0, Collins 11-3-10-0.

Australia won by 81 runs

Attendances: 48,321, 45,015, 47,875, 33,524, 23,335, 22,151, 16,037. — Total Attendance (7 days): 236,256




