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2025 BOXING DAY TEST
AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND

TEST CRICKET AT THE MCG

Beginning with the inaugural Test match in March 1877, 116 Tests have been staged at the MCG. England hasbeen
involved in 57 of the Tests played here. Australia has won 29 of these contests and England 20, with the other eight
drawn. One Test, scheduled against England in 1970/71, was abandoned without aball bowled and is not counted in
therecords. Other sides to play Tests at the MCG are India (15), the West Indies (15), South Africa (13), Pakistan (11),
New Zealand (4), and Sri Lanka (2).

Three women’s Tests have also been played at the MCG, all between Australia and England in 1934/35,1948/49 and
2024/25. The first two Tests were drawn, while Australia won the third.

DAVID GOWER OBE

David Gower played 117 Test matches for England, scoring 8,231 runs at a batting average of
44.25. A stylish left-hander, his play was characterized by elegant drives and he stroked the
ball with plenty of time to get on the back foot. Only Jack Hobbs has made more runs
against Australia than Gower’s 3,269. Gower played with County clubs: Leicestershire
(1975-1989) and Hampshire (1990-1993). Born in 1957, he rose to the captaincy of England.
In1985 Gower captained England to the Ashes victory against Australia. The English won
the series 3-1 with Gower’s majestic 215 runs in the Fifth Test at Edgbaston.

During his Test carcer Gower scored nine
centuries against Australia: as follows:

102 Perth1978
114 Adelaide1982/83
166 Nottingham 1985
215 Birmingham 1985
157  TheOval1985
136 Perth1986/87
106 Lord’s1989
100 Melbourne 1990/91 P ‘ ‘
123 Sydney1990/91 ‘ £ ™ \ A\ \ ‘\ ‘ ‘\ ‘ \ \ [\' f \\ A
After leaving the game, Gower ‘, LR AN F_NUM‘&%&E&&PEC\ES
enjoyed anew career asa cricket ’
broadcaster and personality. He : A
was awarded the OBE in 1992 for § i &

his services to cricket. David Gower autobiographies in the MCC

THEAUTOB’OGRAPHY Library Collection. [915.2 GOWER]

Fact Sheet research by MCC Library Volunteers Quentin Miller, Ross Perry, David Allen, and Ian Wilkinson,
assisted and edited by Trevor Ruddell.
Sources consulted: Ray Webster’s First-Class Cricket in Australia. Vol. 2, Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac - various issues.



THE 1982/83 ENGLAND TOUR

MCG DECEMBER 1982 SECOND ASHES TEST:
ENGLAND BY THREE RUNS IN A CLIFFFHANGER
FINISH

The 1982 Mclbourne Test was the fourth match in the series which was ultimately won by Australia (2-1) with two Tests drawn.
Australia won back the Ashes which had been held by England since the 1977 series in England. In the lead-up to the Melbourne
Test the first of the scrics in Perth was drawn and Australia won the following two in Brisbanc and Adelaide. The final Testin
Sydney wasdrawn.

Australiawon the toss and elected to field ashad been the practice in each preceding match in the series. The home team was
again without Lillee and Alderman as a result of injury; their places were taken by Lawson and Hogg who would take 11 wickets in
the match between them. England lost three early wicketsbut were rescued by abrilliant 161-run partnership from 32 overs
between Tavare (an aggressive 89) and Lamb (83). For the Australians, paceman Hogg (4/69) and off-spinner Yardley (4/89)
stood out despite the latter being heavily dealt with by Tavare. Replying, Australialost 4/89 but recovered to be all out for 287;
Dyson and Chappell being out in successive balls before a rescue was mounted by Hughes (66) and Hookes and Marsh (both 53).
Afterboth teams’ first innings alead of three runs to Australia resulted.

Those watching or listening could have had no idea of what was to follow. On day three England began its second innings and
after a promising start of 40 by openers Cook and Fowler three wickets fell for five runs, the three Australian pacemen sharing the
wickets. Rescue then came from an 83-run partnership between top-scorer Fowler (65) and Lamb (26) followed by useful hands
from Botham (46), Pringle (42)and gloveman Taylor (37) all adding support. Lawson and Hogg had taken seven wickets between
them. Australiahadbeen set 292 to win. At this stage of the match a completed innings had occupied each of the first three days;
the first such occurrence in Test history.

Asthey had done in the first innings, the Australians, on day four, began their second occupation of the crease, shakily losing 3/71
including the wicket of Greg Chappell (0 and 2 for the match). Chappell again fell to the pace bowling of Cowans who would go
onto take 6/77 for the innings and 8/146 for the match. Restoration then came Australia’s way with a 100-run partnership
between Hughes (48) and Hookes (68 and top scorer). Then, as had happened on each preceding day of this tantalizing Test
match the balance again changed. The dismissal of Hughes brought about a collapse; the home team losing 5/47 tobe 9/218 when
Border was joined by Thomson. Seventy-four runs were required to win with the last pair at the crease.

Border had begun his Test career in 1978 and played 16 Tests before the current England tour. Earlier in his career he had
averaged in excess of 50 per innings but in recent times his good form had deserted him. In the lead-up to this innings he was
averaginga little over 16 for the series. Little could be said of Thomson’s batting prowess, however he had shown that he was
capable of occupying the crease. The two batsmen survived until stumps on the fourth day. They had carefully added 37 runs to
the score with a further 37 required on day five to bring about an extraordinary result for their team.

On the final day, Border and Thomson made their way to the wicket watched by 18,000 spectators admitted free, but well aware
that the four-day tussle could be decided in one ball. Early in the morning session England took the new ball but the breakthrough
did not come despite the best efforts of Willis, Botham and Cowans. Border and Thomson carefully took the score through the
260s,70s and 8os with little difficulty. Border had regained his form and confidence, and Thomson provided splendid support.
When Botham commenced the eighteenth over of the morning the Australians needed only four runs to win the Test. Of those
still capable of watching proceedings, what would have been occupying their minds? Botham’s first ball was short and wide down
the offside. Thomson may have thought of a possible boundary to end the chase. Sadly, he could only edge the delivery into the
slips where Tavare at second spilled the catch but managed to divert the ball to Miller, the first slip, who completed the dismissal.
England had won by three runs. Many of those at the ground and countless others listening and watching around the cricket
world still cherish the memory of what they had experienced.

In the years to follow the narrow three-run winning margin in this Test would be “bettered” twice. In1993 the West Indies
defeated Australia by one run in Adelaide and in 2005 England defeated Australia by two runs in Birmingham.

Allan Border would finish his stellar Test carcer having played 156 matches between 1978 and 1994. During this period, he scored
11,174 runs at an average of 50.56 including 27 centuries with a top score of 205. He captained his country 93 times. Jeff Thomson
played 51 Tests for Australiabetween 1972/73 and 1985. Hisimpressive record is 200 wickets taken at an average of 28.00 with a
best innings return of 6/46.
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The catch that won the match . . .

furnbled the chance from Jeff Thomson.

BORDER WAS

|MAGICAL!

By Test captain GREG CHAPPELL as told to DICK TUCKER
PHEW! That was a fantastic Test, which brought

out the best in Allan Border.

He was magnificent — and I'm
not taking anything away from
‘Thommo — because of the pres-
sure he was under from his own,
and the team’s point of view.

He proved once again how well
he bats with the tail and mani-
pulates the strike. He handles
that situation far better than
anyone else.

He is a very fine player and I
only hope his return to form in
the fourth Test means he will
enjoy a purple patch for the rest
of the season.

I'm just disappointed that
Allan and Thommo's tremen-
dous efforts were to no avail.
They deserved a much better
reward.

A tie would have been a fitting
result to such a great mateh, but
there again I could be accused of
being parochial as such a finish

would have given Australia back
the Ashes.

Still there’s no denying the
closeness of it all — three of the
four innings completed in a day
—and Australéa leading by three

‘’m too old

for such strain’

critics that they suffered at the
hands of the umpires.

Sure, there were some mar-
ginal but no more

in the first g
by three runs at the end.

How much closer can you get? I
don't think I will ever experience
such a nail-biting finish again.

I've read about the tied Test in
Brisbane against the West In-
dies in 1960, but. I never thought
I would be involved in anything
almost as dramatic.

In a way I hope I don't again.
It’s too much strain for a man of
my age.

England deserved its win but I
don’t think we deserved to lose.
England played far more posi-
tively it has done before in the
series but I don’t agree with the

than in most Tests.

In some ways it would have
been better had we lost by the 37
runs we needed yesterday morn-
ing, because it's only human
nature to backtrack and think
about where you could have
saved or made that vital four
runs.

But it's those if, maybe, could
have, situations that add to the
fascination of the game.

I feel the most decisive two de-
liveries of the epic final morning
struggle were the last two balls
in Bob Willis' over before Ian
Botham eventually disposed of
Thommo.

Thommo's run was just about
at an end. Allan knew it and the
Englishmen too.

He tried to get the strike but
Bob aimed two full pitched york-
ers right at the stumps and
Allan had no alternative,

He couldn’t afford to take any
risk at that stage

By then I was huping it was our
turn for a miracle.

And now to Sydney 1 don't
think the loss in Melbourne will
have any effect on our deter-
mination to win the series.

The biggest strain was mental
as we went through that agon-
ishing period watching Allan
and Thommo do their thing so
well.

Make no mistake, we will come
back stronger than ever!

English slips fieldsman Geoff Miller (left) snares the ball after Chris Tavare (right) had

ALLAN BORDER

© Thomson to end

MILLER
GRABS
TEST
GLORY

From PHIL WILKINS

ENGLAND'S gold-
threaded three-run
victory in the fourth
Test against Australic
at the MCG yesterday
will enter the onnals
of cricket as one of

When Geoff Miller
held the catch from Jeff
his 70
run 10th wicket partner-
ship with Allan Border
he spared Chris Ta

for the last 80 years. -

To this day, the 1902
Old Trafford Test is
known as “Fred Tate's
Test”  because  the
Sussex off  spinner
dropped a catch which
allowed Australia to win
by exactly the same
margin as England did
yesterday.

It was the only Test in
which Tate ever played
and, as he returned
home, he said in de-
spair: “I have a little lad
at home who will make
up for it.”

‘Twenty-one years later
Fred's son, aurice
Tate, began a career of
39 Tests in which he
proved himself one of
the greatest seam bowl-
ers of all time.

.
Tentative

At 1224pm yesterday,
Ian Botham huried
down the first ball of his
26th over. It was short of
a length and Thomson
reached for it tenta-
tively rather than
cutting it hard as he had
done successfully for
more than two hours.

The ball travelled to.
Tavare chest-high at
second slip — a compara-
tively easy catch by Test
standards were it not for
the fact that the Ashes
depended on it.

Almost in slow motion,
the ball bounced from
‘Tavare’s grasp behind
him. It was the moment
all  Australians held
their breath.

©® Continued P42.
® Border column P42,

ENGLAND 1st Innings 284
AUSTRALIA 1st Innings 287
ENGLAND 2nd Innings 294

AUSTRALIA 2nd Innings

J DYSON ¢ Tauare b Botham
K WESSELS b Cowans

B YARDLEY b Cowans. 9

GLAWSONcprmbPrhd-.m.“ 7

Ibw b Cowans. 4

J < Miller b 2;
nb3; 1

Suanrm w1 Ib9 b5 nb3). £l

FALL: 37 (Waessels), 39 (Chappell), 71 (Dyson), 171 (Hughes),
173 (Hookes), 190 (Marsh), 190 (Yardley), 202 (Lawson), 218

57-0..N_Cowans 1(»6776 1 Botham

70
25. 1-4&01 [} Dvmdo 12-426-1, G Miller 16-6-30-

Time: 447 min. Overs: 96.1

GREAT FOURTH TEST PICTURE SOUVENIR — PAGES 18 AND 27

* Recommended price only. Printed and published Sy Micrr Newspapers Lid st its cepistered office. Brunswick snd

DAILY SUN, Friday, December 31, 1982

MclLachian Streets, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane 4

Registered by Australia Post

ublication No. QBF347
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A page from one of Patrick Mullen’s cricket scrap books in the MCC Library collection. Mullen’s vast collection of cricket and
other sporting books were incorporated into the MCC Library’s collection in 1988. The clipping above is from Brisbane’s
Daily Sun of December 31, 1982.



THE TELECAST OF THE MORNING SESSION OF DAY 5
OF THE 1982 BOXING DAY TEST

During the 1980s the televising of cricket matches live at the MCG was curtailed in Melbourne. Cricket’s administrators,
concerned that the broadcasting could affect gate receipts in the host city, stipulated that the broadcaster could only televise the
first session of One Day International matches, and the final session of Test matches. This was loosened for day five of the 1982/83
Boxing Day Test. With Australia nceding 37 runs on the final morning with one wicket in hand, it was assumed that the match
would not last into the sccond session, and maybe not even beyond the first over. Patrons were therefore admitted to the stadium
free. Yet thehost TV broadcasters, GTV9 and the ABC, were contractually unable to televise live the first session in Mclbourne.
Around 18,000 spectators watched Jeff Thomson and Alan Border’s heroics in the stadium, and many, many, thousands more
Mclburnians listened to descriptions of Tommo and Border bat over the radio. As their partnership that morning dragged on for
onc-and-a-half hours and Australia’s scorc crept towards the target — many Australians slowly convinced themselves that a
victory, that only moments carlicr was thought unlikely, was more than possible. Ironically, when England finally took their
desired wicket to win by just three runs, Network 9 stations in Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide and Perth were still on acommercial
break. These stations resumed their broadcast as England players rejoiced Thomson’s dismissal. According to Brisbane’s Daily
Sun, only five seconds were missed apparently, but these were the definitive five seconds of the five-day match.

— SCORECARD -
— AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND -
FOURTH TEST, DECEMBER 26-30, 1982

England First Innings R M 4s 6s Australia First Innings R M 4s 6s

G Cook ¢ Chappell b Thomson 10 79 - - | KC Wessels b Willis 47 106 4 -
G Fowler ¢ Chappell b Hogg 4 24 - - | JDyson lbw b Cowans 21 60 3
CJ Tavare ¢ Yardley b Thomson 8 269 15 - | *GS Chappell ¢ Lamb b Cowans 0 2 -
DI Gower ¢ Marsh b Hogg 18 42 1 - | KJHughes b Willis 66 257 9
AJ Lamb ¢ Dyson b Yardley 83 160 13 - | AR Border b Botham 2 15 -
IT Botham ¢ Wessells b Yardley 27 38 5 - | DW Hookes ¢ Taylor b Pringle 53 101 7
G Miller ¢ Border b Yardley 10 36 - | +RW Marsh b Willis 53 121 6
DR Pringle ¢ Wessels b Hogg 9 59 1 - | BYardley b Miller 9 19 2
+RW Taylor ¢ Marsh b Yardley 1 23 - - | GF Lawson ¢ Fowler b Miller 0 8 -
* RGD Willis not out 6 37 - - | RMHogg not out 8 16 1
NG Cowans ¢ Lawson b Hogg 3 10 - - | JR Thomson b Millar 1 10 -
Extras (3b,61b, 12 nb, 3 w) 24 Extras 8lb, 19nb 27
Total 81.3 overs 284 389 Total 79 overs 287 364
Fall: 1-11 (Fowler), 2-25 (Cook), 3-56 (Gower), 4-217 (Tavare), 5-227 Fall: 1-55 (Dyson), 2-55 (Chappell), 3/83 (Wessels), 4/89 (Border) 5-180
(Lamb), 6/259 (Botham), 7-262 (Miller), 8-268 (Taylor), 9-278 (Pringle),10- (Hookes), 6-261 (Hughes) 7-276 (Yardley) 8-276 (Marsh) 9-278 (Lawson)
284 (Cowans) (81.3 overs). 10/287 (Thomson) (79 overs).
Australia Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets) England Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Lawson 17-6-48-0, Hogg 23.3-69-4, Yardley 27-9-84-4, Thomson 13-2-49-2, | Willis 15-2-38-3, Botham 18-3-69-1, Cowans 16-0-69-2, Pringle 15-2-40-1,
Chappell 1-0-5-0. Miller 15-5-44-3

England Second Innings R M 4s 6s Australia Second Innings R M 4s 6s
G Cook C Yardley b Thomson 26 57 2 - | KC Wessels b Cowans 14 47 3 -
G Fowler B Hogg 65 160 8 - | JDyson ¢ Tavare b Botham 31 106 5
CJ Tavare B Hogg 0 9 - - | *GS Chappell ¢ (sub) b Cowans 2 9 -
DI Gower C Marsh b Lawson 3 10 - - | KJHughes ¢ Taylor b Miller 48 158 4
AJ Lamb C Marsh b Hogg 26 N 5 - | AR Border not out 62 230 7
IT Botham C Chappell b Thomson 46 89 8 - | DW Hookes ¢ Willis b Cowans 68 87 9
G Miller Lbw b Lawson 14 37 2 - | +RW Marsh Ibw b Cowans 13 39 1
DR Pringle C Marsh b Lawson 42 170 6 - | BYardley b Cowans 0 4 -
+RW Taylor Lbw b Thomson 37 85 5 - | GF Lawson ¢ Cowans b Pringle 7 29 -
* RGD Willis Not out 8 49 - - | RMHogg Ibw b Cowans 4 18 1
NG Cowans B Lawson 10 12 2 - | JR Thomson ¢ Miller b Botham 21 129 1
Extras (2b, 9lb, 6nb, Ow) 17 Extras (5b, 9lb, 1w, 3nb) 18
Total 80.4 overs 294 395 Total 96.1 overs 288 453
Fall: 1-40 (Cook), 2-41 (Tavare), 3-45 (Gower), 4-128 (Fowler), 5-128 Fall: 1-37 (Wessels), 2-39 (Chappell), 3-71 (Dyson), 4-171 (Hughes), 5-173
(Lamb), 6-160 (Miller), 7-201 (Botham), 8-262 (Taylor), 9-820 (Pringle), (Hookes), 6-190 (Marsh), 7-190 (Yardley), 8-202 (Lawson), 9-218 (Hogg),
10-294 (Cowans) (116.4 overs) 10-288 (Thompson) (96.1 overs)
Australia Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets) England Bowling: (Overs-Maidens-Runs-Wickets)
Lawson 21.4-6-66-4, Hogg 22-5-64-3, Yardley 15-2-67-0, Thompson 21-3- Willis 17-0-57-0, Botham 25.1-4-80-2, Cowans 26-6-77-6, Pringle 12-4-26-1,
74-3, Chappell 1-0-6-0 Miller 16-6-30-1

England won by 3 runs

Attendances: 63,900, 53,402, 42,224, 37,356, 18,000 (approx.). — Total Attendance (5 days): 214,882




