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AFL 2026 ROUND 22
MELBOURNE V FREMANTLE

PLAYED WITH BOTH

Luke Jackson attended Willetton High School, Western Australia, 12 kilometres south of Perth. He is a tall man at 6ft 6in (199c¢m)
and wcighs 220lb (100kg). He is onc of the AFL’s Icading ruckmen. As a young man he was both an accomplished basketballer and
footballer. In 2018 Jackson represented Australia at the Under 17 FIBA Basketball World Cup in Argentina. He had won gold at the
Under 16 FIBA Asia Championship in China. The AIS basketball programme was keen for him to move to Canberra. In football,
Jacksonrepresented Western Australia at the Under 18 Championship, winning All-Australian selection. Recruited to Melbourne
from East Perth, he represented the Demons from 2020 to 2022 in 52 games, kicking 30 goals. At Melbourne he won the Harold Ball
Trophyas the best first year player. He also won the AFL Rising Star award in 2021. In the 2021 grand final between Melbourne and
the Western Bulldogs at the Optus Ovalin Perth, Jackson contributed one goal to the Demons’ victory. He also had 13 disposals, 16
hit-outs and five tackles. Thereafter, he requested a trade to his home state, Western Australia. He made his debut with Fremantle
in Round 1in the 2023 AFL season.

COACHED BOTH — CHRIS CONNOLLY

Chris Connolly is the son of Barry Connolly who played 13 games with Footscray in 1958. Chris joined Melbourne from
Shepparton United, Goulburn Valley Football League, in 1982. He was amember of the Demons’ Under 19 premiership teamin
1981. He won the Under 19 Best and Fairest award in 1982. He played with Melbourne from 1982 to 1989 in 84 games, kicking 38
goals.In1983,1984 and 1985 Connolly finished in the top four in the Melbourne Best and Fairest award. A knee injury in1987
involved a full knee reconstruction. He returned for ten matches in 1989. Chris Connolly was selected in Melbourne’s 150 Heroes.
At 5ft9in (175cms) and weighing 1681bs (76kgs) Connolly was a hard-working and popular utility. He gained life membership at the
Melbourne Football Club in 1991. That scason he was an assistant coach at the Demons under John Northey. He coached Eastern
Ranges from 1992 to 1995 and was reserves and senior assistant coach at Hawthorn from 1996 to 2001. In Round 17, 2001 he coached
the Hawks to a victory against Carlton; scnior coach, Peter Schwab, was il at the time. Connolly was the Fremantle Dockers’ coach
from 2002 to 2007 in 129 gamcs, recording 67 wins and 62 1osscs. The Dockers reached their first final in 2003 when they were
dcfeated by Essendon in the First Elimination Final at Subiaco Oval. In 2006 Fremantle contested threc finals, losing the Second
Qualifying Final to Adclaide at Football Park, winning the Sccond Semi-final at Subiaco against Mclbournc and losing the First
Preliminary Final against Sydney at Stadium Australia. He returned to Melbourne for part of 2007 through to 2013 as football
manager. He also has been actively involved in the media as well as developing sporting club management techniques.

DID You KNow?

Fremantle have played in one Grand Final. Of the 18 finals the team has played in the AFL, they have won seven times and lost on 11
occasions. Their only Grand Final appearance was in 2013 against Hawthorn at the MCG before a crowd 0f 100,007. Hawthorn 11.11
(77) defeated Fremantle 8.14 (62).

OVER To You
. Name the former Geelong player who played 79 matches for Fremantle.
Atwhich venue did Fremantle win its first AFL game?
How many Grand Finals have Melbourne played in?
What are the words to the first verse of Melbourne’s club song?
The Fremantle colours are purple and white; what were the other coloursin their original guernsey?
‘Who has won the most best and fairest awards at Fremantle?
Whoam I I captained Mclbournc for four scasons and was later VFL and MCC president.
What was Melbourne ruckman John Lord’s guernsey number?
Namec the men who have coached Fremantle.
Whoam I Tkicked 71 goals for Fremantle in 1999. Thad been a popular goal scorer for Adclaide from 1992 t01998. Twon Goal
ofthe Yearin1995. I was awarded Mark of the Year three times (1993,1997 and 2000).
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THIS ROUND IN HISTORY — ROUND 22 AT THE MCG

Thehighest Round 22 score at the MCG s 25.20 (170) by Hawthorn against Richmond 13.8 (86) in1992. The overall Round 22 highest
scorcis32.16 (208) by Essendon against Footscray 9.8 (62) at the Western Oval in1982. The highest score in a quarteris 10.4 (64) by
North Mclbournc in the second quarter against Fitzroy in 1991 (Fitzroy won by a point) and by Richmond against Fitzroy in the last
quarter in 1988 (Richmond won by 103 points). The overall Round 22 record is 13.4 (82) by Essendon against Footscray in the third
quarter at the Western Oval in 1982. The biggest bag of goals is 12 by Jason Dunstall for Hawthorn against Richmond in 1992 (scc
above for match scores). This is also the overall Round 22 goalkicking record. The largest Round 22 attendance is 87,984 when
Essendon played Carlton at the MCG in199s.

STATISTICS FOR MELBOURNE V FREMANTLE

Melbourne v Fremantle by Venue Highest Score
Wonby Wonby Drawn Melbourne  2510(160)  Rd20 2000 Dock
Melbourne Fremantle Fremantle 22.12(144) Rdio 1999 MCG
MCG 10 9 0 Fremantle 22.12(144) Rd21 2007 Subiaco
Tracger Park 0 1 0
Docklands Stadium 2 1 0 Lowest Score
Subiaco Oval 3 il 0 Melbourne 4.9(33) Rdi16 2020  Cazalys
WACA 1 2 0 Fremantle 6.11(47) Rd16 2020  Cazalys
Marrara Oval 2 1 0
Cazalys Stadium 0 1 0 Greatest Winning Margin
Perth Stadium 1 2 0 Melbourne 83 points Rd20 2000 Dock
19 28 0 Fremantle 92 points Rd13 2024  Tracger
Last Time They Met - Round 2, 2026, Perth Stadium Most Goals ina Match (10 goals or more)
Fremantle Melbourne 10 TonyModra Frem Rdio 1999 MCG
Quarter time 7.7 1.1
Halftime 0.11 5.4
Three-quarter time 16.13 6.6
Full time 17.16 (118) 10.10 (70)

INTERESTING SNIPPETS

e  Fremantle had played nearly every other club in the AFL before they played their first game against Mclbournc in Round 14,
1995. The Dockers had joined the competition as the League’s 16th club at the start of the season. Subiaco Oval was the venue
for the teams’ first encounter; Melbourne won easily 15.12 (102) to Fremantle 7.8 (50) in front of 16,161 spectators.

e [tdidn’ttake Fremantle long to turn the tables when the sides metat the WACA in Round 5,1996. The crowd of 26,618 saw
Fremantle score 13.18 (96) to Melbourne’s 8.11(59).

e The MCG hosted a seccond match between the clubs that year in Round 20. This time, the Demons got the better of the
Dockers, running out winners by 21 points; Mclbournc 13.14 (92) to Fremantle 10.11 (71).

e TheDockers finished 13th in cach of their first two seasons in the AFL. In 1995, they won 8 times and had 14 losses; in 1996,
they had 7 wins and 15 losses.

OVER TO YOU ANSWERS

Q1 Andrew Wills (1995-1999). Q2 Western Oval (against Fitzroy in Round 3,1995). Q3 19 Grand Finals which include
one draw. Melbourne have won 13 premierships with five runners-up. Q4 “lsagrandoldflag,/It’sahigh flying flag. / It’s
the emblem for me and for you. / It’s the emblem of the team we love, / The team of the red and the blue.” Q5 Redandgreen.
Q6 Matthew Pavlich (Six - 2002,2005,2006, 2007, 2008 and 2011). Q7 Dr. William (Bill) McClelland. Captain 1901-1904,
VFL President 1926-1955, and MCC President 1944 - 1957. Q8 4. Q9 Gerard Neesham (1995-1998), Damicn Drum
(1999-2001), Ben Allan (2001), Chris Connolly (2002-2007) Mark Harvey (2007-2011), Ross Lyon (2012-2019), David Hale
(2019), Justin Longmuir (2020 —now), and Jamic Graham (2022). Q10 Tony Modra.
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The MCC Library Volunteers and staff dedicate this MCC Library Fact Sheet to Kyleigh Langrick,
our MCC Library Manger whose last day in that role was on Friday July 31.
Thank you Kyleigh.



