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Fremantle v Brisbane Lions  
 Today is the first time that the Brisbane Lions and the Fremantle 
Dockers have met in an AFL final. It is also the first time they 
have played each other at the MCG. Since Fitzroy and the 
Brisbane Bears amalgamated in 1997 to create the Lions , the club 
has played in seven grand finals before today, winning five and 
losing two. Fremantle’s only grand final before today was in 2013, 
when they went down to Hawthorn.   
 

The First AFL Game Between 
Fremantle and the Brisbane Lions  
After Fitzroy and the Brisbane Bears amalgamated following the 
1996 season, the new Brisbane Lions team first met the 
Fremantle Dockers in Round 8 of the 1997 AFL season at Subiaco 
Oval in Perth. A crowd of 14,721 watched the game. Brisbane was 
captained by Michael Voss, as co-captain Alistair Lynch did not 

play in the game, and was coached by John Northey. Fremantle was captained by Ben Allan and coached by Gerard Neesham. Before the 
match, the Dockers were in sixth place on the ladder with four wins, and the Lions were second bottom with just two wins. Nevertheless, 
the first encounter between the teams proved to be a very tight affair. The Dockers led at every change but the margin was never more 
than nine points. In the end, the Dockers won by five points, the final scores being Fremantle 14.14 (98) defeated Brisbane 15.3 (93). 
Daniel Bandy and Daniel Parker kicked three goals each for the Dockers, while Daniel Bradshaw kicked four for the Lions and Nigel 
Lappin three. Fremantle’s Jeff White received three Brownlow Medal votes, Brisbane’s Tristan Lynch received two and Fremantle’s 
Craig Callaghan one. The Dockers finished the 1997 AFL season in 12th position on the ladder with ten wins and 12 losses. They were 
only half a game behind the eighth placed Lions, which had won eight of their next ten games after their Round 8 loss to the Dockers. The 
Lions lost three of their last four home and away games but a draw against Port Adelaide in Round 20 was enough to get them into the 
finals (on percentage ahead of Port). They bowed out after a loss to St Kilda in the first week of the finals. 
 

Played For Both  
Lachie Neale was born in Naracoorte in South Australia and played his junior football with the Kybybolite Football Club and then with 
Glenelg in the SANFL. His family had settled in Kybybolite, which is 301 km south-east of Adelaide, when he was young. Neale completed 
his schooling as a boarder at St Peter’s College in Adelaide. In 2011 he was drafted by Fremantle with their fourth selection in the AFL 
Draft. After playing two games for Swan Districts in the WAFL in 2012, Neale made his AFL debut in Round 4 of that season against St 
Kilda at the Docklands Stadium. He played a further ten games for the Dockers in 2012 and 12 games in 2013 (including the Dockers’ 
Grand Final loss to Hawthorn), before becoming virtually an automatic selection in the Fremantle midfield. He won the club’s best and 
fairest award (the Doig Medal) in both 2016 and 2018. After 135 games and 67 goals for Fremantle from 2012 to 2018, Neale requested a 
trade to the Brisbane Lions. He made his debut for the Lions in the first round of the 2019 season against the West Coast Eagles at the 
Gabba. During his stellar career with the Lions, he has won the Brownlow Medal in 2020 and 2023, captained the Lions to premierships 
in 2024 and 2025, and been selected in the All-Australian side in 2019, 2020, 2022 and 2024. The Lions’ preliminary final win against 
Hawthorn last Saturday was Neale’s 185th game for the Club; he has kicked 74 goals for the Lions. 
 

Did You Know?  
• The Brisbane Lions have played in 18 finals at the MCG, winning ten and losing eight. Fremantle have played only four finals at the 

MCG, winning one and losing three.  

• The most finals appearances for the Brisbane Lions is 23. This record is shared by Nigel Lappin and Justin Leppitsch. The most goals 

in finals by a Brisbane Lions player is 65 by Alastair Lynch. 

• The most finals appearances for Fremantle is 15 by Matthew Pavlich.  Matthew Pavlich has also booted the most goals for Fremantle 

in finals with 35. 

• Fremantle’s first final was the first elimination final at Subiaco Oval in 2003. Essendon 15.11 (101) defeated Fremantle 8.9 (57).  



The Monster 202 6  AFL Grand Final Over t o You  
 

1. In which year did the record crowd of 
121,696 attend the grand final? 

2. Name the VFL/AFL clubs who have 
never won a premiership. 

3. Which team did Fitzroy defeat in the 
grand final to win the 1944 VFL 
premiership?  

4. Which three clubs have the highest 
number of AFL/VFL premierships? 

5. Name the seven venues used for 
grand finals besides the MCG. 

6. Which player has the most grand final 
appearances and the most 
premierships? 

7. The Norm Smith Medal is awarded to 
the best player afield in the VFL/AFL 
grand final. It was first awarded in 
1979 and presented by whom? 

8. In which season was a premiership 
cup first presented to the victorious 
captain on the day of the grand final? 

9. Who was the first player to play 300 
games, kick 100 goals in a season and 
win the Brownlow Medal? 

10. Who was the last premiership 
captain-coach? 

11. Which club won seven flags before 
1923? 

12. When was the grand final televised 
live in its entirety for the first time in 
Melbourne? 

13. Name the three clubs that have lost 
three consecutive grand finals. 

14. Who is the premiership player with 
the fewest career matches? 

15. Who is the youngest player to appear 
in a premiership side?  

16. Who was the oldest player to appear 
in a premiership side? 

17.  In the 2011 grand final the first four 
goals were kicked by players named 
Travis. Can you name them? 

18. Name the clubs that have won three 
or more premierships in a row. 

19. Which players have won three 
Brownlow medals? 

20. When was the first VFL grand final 
played? 

21. Who am I? My father played 231 
games for five AFL clubs, including 
the Brisbane Bears, Brisbane Lions 
and Fremantle. I was drafted by the 
Brisbane Lions in 2023 and was a 
member of their 2024 and 2025 
premiership teams. 

22. When was the first grand final played 
at the MCG? 

23. Which team won the first VFL 
premiership in 1897? 

24. Who is the only man to captain grand 
finals teams for two clubs? 

25. Which current Fremantle players 
have previously been AFL 
premiership players with other clubs? 

26. Who was the last umpire to control a 
VFL grand final alone? 

27. In which year were premiership 
medallions presented to players 
immediately after the grand final for 
the first time? 

28. Which club finished last in 1916 yet 
won the flag? 

29. Apart from Matthew Pavlich, which 
Fremantle player has played more 
than 300 AFL games? 

30. When was the first VFL grand final in 
which player numbers were used? 

31. In which state did Brisbane coach 
Chris Fagan play all his senior 
football? 

32. Who am I? I played in 31 finals and 
kicked 111 goals. In ten grand finals I 
kicked 35 goals. 

33. Which teams did Brisbane defeat to 
win their premierships in 2001, 2002 
and 2003? 

34. Can you name the year? Richmond 
won the premiership; Hawthorn 
played their last game at Glenferrie 
Oval; and Gala Supreme won the 
Melbourne Cup. 

35. Who is the only player not born in 
Australia to have won the Brownlow 
Medal?  

36. There are two cases of brothers 
playing on opposing sides in a grand 
final. Who were they and in which 
years did this happen? 

37. What has been the greatest winning 
margin in a grand final? 

38. How many premierships did Norm 
Smith win as a player and coach with 
Melbourne? 

39. Which club scored 2.13 (25) to win a 
grand final during the 1920s? 

40.  After whom is the Brownlow Medal 
named? 
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The 202 6  Brownlow Medal  
Congratulations to Collingwood’s Nick Daicos on winning the 2026 Brownlow Medal. Daicos polled a record 47 votes and received the 
maximum of three votes for 13 of the 22 home and away matches he played this year. The runner-up was Geelong’s Bailey Smith with 36 
votes who was followed by Marcus Bontempelli of the Western Bulldogs with 34.  Daicos’ vote tally exceeded the 45 votes that won 
Carlton’s Patrick Cripps the Brownlow in 2024. At that count Daicos was runner-up with 38 votes, a total that would have won him the 
Brownlow in any previous year. The following year Daicos was runner-up again in the Brownlow, this time to the Gold Coast’s Matt 
Rowell. Nick Daicos was drafted from the Oakleigh Charges in 2021 under the father-son rule by the Pies. He is the son of 
Collingwood’s 1990 premiership player, Peter Daicos and younger brother of another star Magpie in Josh. In Nick’s debut game for 
Round 1 of the 2022 season, he collected 27 disposals. It was an auspicious debut for the man who would become one of this 
generation’s great mid-fielders. A ball magnet, with sublime skills and an astounding ability to win contested possessions, he and his 
brother were integral to Collingwood’s 2023 premiership. He received four votes and finished third in the Norm Smith Medal count for 
the best on ground in the 2023 AFL Grand Final. Daicos, in his fifth season at AFL level is already a four-times All-Australian, being 
selected in 2023, 2024, 2025, and this year, 2026. He has also earned the Leigh Matthews Trophy twice, as the AFL Players Association’s 
Most Valuable Player, in 2025 and 2026. He is also a two-times AFL Coaches Association’s Champion Player of the Year, as voted by 
AFL coaches in 2024 and 2026. He also received the Copeland Trophy as Collingwood’s best and fairest player in 2024. 
 

Fact sheets are prepared by MCC Library volunteers David Allen, Eric Panther, Quentin Miller, Dennis Carroll,  
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Librarian Trevor Ruddell, and the assistance of Col Hutchinson of the AFL.  
 

The MCC Library thanks the above people for their work on numerous  
MCC Library Fact Sheets during the 20 26 AFL season.   



 
The Road To VFL/AFL Grand Finals –  An Overview  

 

1897 and 1924: The top four teams after the home and away 
series played each other in a round-robin series, the winner 
being declared premiers. 
1898 to 1900: After 14 home and away rounds, the top team 
was declared to be “minor premiers”. Three rounds of 
“sectional matches” were then played, the winners of each 
section playing off in the final. If necessary, the “minor 
premiers” could challenge the final winners. 
1901: Although the three sectional rounds were still played, 
they were included with the home and away games to 
determine the final four that played off, the winners of each 
semi final playing in the Grand Final. There was no right of 
challenge. 
1902 to 1923 and 1925 to 1930: This system was known as the 
“Argus” system. Again, the team that finished on top after the 
home and away series was declared minor premiers (subject to 
certain restrictions). The four top teams played off, the winners 
of the semi finals playing off in the final. The minor premiers, if 
defeated in their semi final or final, could (subject to the rules) 
challenge the final winners for the premiership. 
1931 to 1971: The original Page-McIntyre system. The top four 
clubs after the home and away games played under the 
following system: first semi final – third v fourth – loser 
omitted; second semi final – first v second; preliminary final – 
loser of second semi final v winner of first semi final – loser 
omitted; Grand Final – winner of second semi final v winner of 
preliminary final. 
1972 to 1990: The final five system was introduced. The top 
five clubs played under the following system: elimination final – 
fourth v fifth – loser omitted; qualifying final – second v third; 
first semi final – loser of qualifying final v winner of elimination 
final – loser omitted; second semi final – first v winner of 
qualifying final; preliminary final – loser of second semi final v 
winner of first semi final – loser omitted; Grand Final – winner 
of second semi final v winner of preliminary final. 
1991: A final six system was introduced. The top six clubs after 
the home and away series played under the following system: 
first elimination final – fifth v sixth – loser omitted; second 
elimination final – third v fourth – loser omitted; qualifying final 
– first v second. The four remaining clubs, in order of qualifying 

final winner, second elimination final winner, qualifying final 
loser and first elimination final winner, then played out the 
finals as per the Page-McIntyre final four system, with the first 
and second semi finals in week two. 
1992 to 1993: The final six system was revised and operated as 
follows:  first elimination final – fourth v fifth – loser eliminated; 
second elimination final – third v sixth – loser eliminated; 
qualifying final – first v second. The winner of the qualifying 
final played the higher-placed elimination final winner in the 
second semi final. The loser of the qualifying final played the 
lower-placed elimination final winner as the finals system 
reverted to the Page-McIntyre final four system. 
1994 to 1999: A final eight system was used. All eight teams 
played in the first round, first v eighth, second v seventh and so 
on. The two lowest-placed losers were eliminated, the two 
highest-placed winners proceeded to the preliminary finals 
with the remaining four clubs playing in semi finals. The semi 
final winners played in the preliminary finals with the winners 
of these two matches fighting out the Grand Final. 
2000 to 2025: A revision was made to the final eight system. It 
is a complicated but fair system. The first week consisted of the 
elimination and qualifying finals. The elimination finals 
featured the clubs that finished 5th to 8th on the premiership 
table.  The qualifying finals were contested by the top four 
clubs.  The winners of the elimination finals and losers of the 
qualifying finals contested two semi finals in week 2. The 
winners of the qualifying finals and semi finals, met in the two 
preliminary finals the following week. The two preliminary 
finals winners faced off in the Grand Final. 
2026:  In 2026 another week of matches was added to the post 
season   with the introduction of the Wildcard Round. This 
featured the clubs that were ranked 7th to 10th after the regular 
season. The winners would play the 5th and 6th placed clubs in 
elimination finals. Other than that, it followed the same process 
used from 2000 to 2025, with elimination and qualifying finals 
(week 1), semi finals (week 2), preliminary finals (week 3), and 
the Grand Final (week 4). Today’s Grand Final is played 
between the winner of the first preliminary final (Brisbane 
Lions) and the winner of the second preliminary final 
(Fremantle).

 

 

 

Past Grand Finals at the MCG  
 

With the exception of the Fitzroy v South Melbourne Grand Final in 1899 which was played at the Junction Oval, all of the following 
records were set in Grand Finals played at the MCG. The highest score is 28.9 (177) by Carlton against Richmond 22.18 (150) in 1972. 
The highest score in a quarter is 11.8 (74) by Essendon in the third quarter against Melbourne in 1946. The greatest winning margin 
in a Grand Final is 119 points in 2007 when Geelong 24.19 (163) defeated Port Adelaide 6.8 (44). Three Grand Finals have been 
drawn. They were in 1948 when Essendon 7.27 (69) drew with Melbourne 10.9 (69) and Melbourne won the replay. In 1977 
Collingwood 10.16 (76) drew with North Melbourne 9.22 (76) and North Melbourne won the replay. In 2010 Collingwood 9.14 (68) 
drew with St Kilda 10.8 (68) and the Woods won the replay. Four Grand Finals have been won by one point. They were in 1899 
when Fitzroy 3.9 (27) defeated South Melbourne 3.8 (26), 1947 when Carlton 13.8 (86) defeated Essendon 11.19 (85), 1966 when St 
Kilda 10.14 (74) defeated Collingwood 10.13 (73) and 2006 when West Coast 12.13 (85) downed Sydney 12.12 (84). The biggest bag of 
goals is nine kicked by two players – Gordon Coventry for Collingwood against Richmond in 1928 and Gary Ablett Snr for Geelong 
against Hawthorn in 1989.  The record Grand Final attendance occurred on September 26, 1970, when 121,696 saw Carlton defeat 
Collingwood by 10 points. From 1956 to 1986 only five Grand Final attendances failed to exceed 100,000 spectators. However, 
since then just ten Grand Final crowds have reached six figures. These were in 2008, 2010 (draw), 2017, 2018, 2019, 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025. In 2022 and 2023 the crowd reached the stadium’s capacity of 100,024 for both.  



Statistics fo r Fremantle  v  Fitzroy/ Brisbane  
 

F remantle in Statistics 
Joined AFL  1995  
Premierships 0  
Runners-up 1: 2013 
Brownlow Medallist:  N. Fyfe (2015, 2019) 
 

 

Last Match – Round 12, 2026, Gabba 
 Brisbane Fremantle 
Quarter time 1.4 3.5 
Half time 3.10 7.7 
Three-quarter time 6.13 13.11 
Full time 10.18 (78) 15.13 (103) 

 
Fremantle v Brisbane Bears/Lions by Venue 

 Won by  
Fremantle 

Won by  
Brisbane 

Drawn 

Gabba 5 12 0 
Perth Stadium 3 4 0 
Subiaco Oval 11 5 0 
 19 21 0 

 
Fremantle v Brisbane Bears/Lions Highest Score 

Fremantle  23.9 (147) Rd 12  2016 Gabba 

Brisbane Lions  28.13 (181) Rd 20 1999 Gabba 
 
Fremantle v Brisbane Bears/Lions Lowest Score  

Fremantle 5.14 (44) Rd 23 2025 Perth Stadium 

Brisbane Lions 3.4 (22) Rd 20 2014 Subiaco Oval 
 
Fremantle v Brisbane Greatest Winning Margin 

Fremantle 83 points Rd 20 2014 Subiaco Oval 

Brisbane Lions  114 points Rd 20 1999 Gabba 
 

 

Fitzroy/Brisbane in Statistics 
Joined VFL/AFL  Fitzroy: 1897            

Brisbane Bears: 1987 
Merged as Brisbane Lions: 1997 

Premierships  13: 1898, 1899, 1904, 1905, 1913, 1916, 
1922, 1944, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2024, 
2025. 

Runners-up  7: 1900, 1903, 1906, 1917, 1923, 2004, 
2023. 

Brownlow Medallists:  H. Bunton Sr. (1931, 1932, 1935),  
W. Smallhorn (1933), D. Ryan (1936), A. Ruthven (1950),  
K. Murray (1969), B. Quinlan (1981), M. Voss (1996),  
J. Ackermanis (2001), S. Black (2002), L. Neale (2020, 2023). 

 
 
Fremantle v Fitzroy by Venue 

 
Won by 

Fremantle 
Won by 
Fitzroy  

Drawn 

Subiaco Oval 2 0 0 
Western Oval 1 1 0 
 3 1 0 

 
Fremantle v Fitzroy Highest Score 

Fremantle 24.13 (157) Rd 22 1996 Subiaco Oval 

Fitzroy 16.11 (107) Rd 8 1996 Western Oval  
 
Fremantle v Fitzroy Lowest Score  

Fremantle 10.16 (76) Rd 8 1996 Western Oval 

Fitzroy   9.10 (64) Rd 18 1995 Subiaco Oval 
 
Fremantle v Fitzroy Greatest Winning Margin 

Fremantle 86 points Rd 22 1996 Subiaco Oval 

Fitzroy 31 points Rd 8 1996 Western Oval 
 

 

The Monster 2026 AFL Grand Final Over To You Answers:    
Q1 1970. Q2 University, Fremantle, Greater Western Sydney and Gold Coast. Q3 Richmond. Q4 Carlton, Essendon and Collingwood 
(16 premierships). Q5 1898-99 and 1944 Junction Oval; 1900 East Melbourne Cricket Ground; 1901 Lake Oval; 1942-43, 1945 Princes Park; 
1991 Waverley Park; 2020 Gabba; 2021 Perth Stadium. Q6 Michael Tuck (Hawthorn) with 11 grand final appearances (1975-76, 1978, 
1983-89, 1991) and seven premierships (1976, 1978, 1983, 1986, 1988, 1989 and 1991). Q7 Mrs Marj. Smith (Widow of Norm Smith); the 
winner, Wayne Harmes (Carlton), is the nephew of Norm Smith. Q8 1959 – Cup presented to John Beckwith (Melbourne). Q9 Bernie 
Quinlan. Q10 Alex “Jezza” Jesaulenko (Carlton, 1979). Q11 Fitzroy (1898-99, 1904-05, 1913, 1916 and 1922. Q12 1977. Q13 Richmond (1927-
29), Collingwood (1937-39 and 1979-81) and South Melbourne (1934-36). Q14 Bill James (Richmond) in 1920 played only one game, the 
grand final victory against Collingwood. He scored a goal on debut. He returned to Kyabram where he severely injured a foot in a rabbit 
shooting accident. Q15 Murray Weideman, Collingwood 1953. He was 17 years 222 days. Q16 Michael Tuck, Hawthorn 1991. He was 38 
years 98 days. Q17 Travis Varcoe (Geelong) and Travis Cloke (Collingwood). Q18 Carlton (1906-08), Collingwood (1927-30), 
Melbourne (1939-41 & 1955-57), Brisbane (2001-03) and Hawthorn (2013-15). Q19 Hayden Bunton (Fitzroy 1931, 1932, 1935); Bob Skilton 
(South Melbourne 1959, 1963, 1968); Dick Reynolds (Essendon 1934, 1937, 1938); Ian Stewart (St Kilda and Richmond 1965, 1966 1971). 
Q20 1898 at the Junction Oval, St Kilda (no grand final was played in 1897, the first VFL final series being a round-robin play-off).  
Q21 Jaspa Fletcher. Q22 1902, Collingwood 9.6 (60) defeated Essendon 3.9 (27). Q23 Essendon. Q24 Dan Minogue, Collingwood 1915 
and Richmond 1920-21. Q25 Luke Jackson (Melbourne 2021), Shai Bolton (Richmond 2019 & 2020) and Mason Cox (Collingwood 
2023). Q26 Kevin Smith (1975). Q27 1977. Q28 Fitzroy. With only four teams competing because of WWI, Fitzroy finished fourth on the 
ladder, but with improving finals form went on to become premiers. Q29 David Mundy (376 games). Q30 1911 (Cards with player 
numbers were provided for spectators; the Football Record, including player numbers, was first published in 1912.) Q31 Tasmania.  
Q32 Gordon (“Nuts”) Coventry (Collingwood 1920-37). Q33 Essendon (2001) and Collingwood (2002 & 2003). Q34 1973.  
Q35 Jim Stynes (Melbourne). Q36 1912 – Alan Belcher (Essendon captain) and Vic Belcher (South Melbourne half-forward); 2013 – 
Bradley Hill (Hawthorn) and Stephen Hill (Fremantle). Q37 119 points by Geelong 24.19 (163) to Port Adelaide 6.8 (44) in the 2007 grand 
final at the MCG. Q38 Ten (1939, 1940, 1941 and 1948 as a player; 1955, 1956, 1957, 1959, 1960 and 1964 as a coach). Q39 Collingwood 2.13 
(25) defeated Richmond 1.7 (13) in 1927. The grand final took place in torrential rain and freezing winds. Q40  Charles Brownlow, a 
Geelong administrator and former player (in the VFA); Brownlow passed away on January 23, 1924, aged 62. 


