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100 YEARS AGO: THE 1926 VFL GRAND FINAL

Melbournc captain Bert Chadwick won the toss and decided to kick to the Richmond end, which was favoured by a slight breeze.
The ground was in reasonably good condition after some rain in the morning. Nevertheless, bright sunshine greeted the players
when they came out to do battle.

Melbourne began well, Bob Johnson taking a mark close to goal after just over a minute’s play and kicking straight to
record the first major of the game. A second goal to Dick Taylor had the Melbourne fans cheering and the Redlegs nearly had
another when Stan Wittman received a free kick but missed the target. After Wittman’s miss, Melbourne continued to attack, but
onlybehinds resulted. The momentum changed when Harry Collier converted a long shot from a free kick and Collingwood had
six points on the board from their first real chance up forward. Melbourne soon replied, however, through another goal to Johnson
and seemed to be well on top. Nevertheless, Collingwood gradually started to find their feet: they were determined to close-up the
game and stop the Melbourne players getting out in the open (particularly on the wings). This worked well until Johnson got his
third goal from a free kick. No more goals were scored that quarter, Melbourne leading 4.5 (29) to 1.1 (7) at the first break.

The second quarter was about four minutes old when Harry Collier snapped his second goal for the game, and
Collingwood got a third when Bob Makeham converted following a pass from Collier. Mclbourne replicd when Dave Duff kicked
their fifth goal viaalong snap, and Bob Johnson marked and got another soon after. Collingwood then moved Charlie Tyson on to
Johnsonas they raised their efforts to stay in the game. A good mark by Gordon Coventry, following a pass from Albert Collier, got
them going again and a snap by Albert Collier brought them another six points closer to the Redlegs. With the Magpies playing
with determination and vigour, which Melbourne tried to match, it seemed that the tide might be turning in the Magpies’ favour,
but they could only add behinds until Reg Baker kicked a goal late in the quarter. At the main break Melbourne led 7.7 (49) to 6.4
(40).

After half-time, Syd Coventry was moved on to Bob Johnson, and Harry Chesswas went into the centre on Ivor
Warne-Smith, while Jack Beveridge moved to the half-forward flank. The game was still in the balance, but Melbourne took it away
from Collingwood in the third term, adding seven goals to the Magpies’ one. Harry Moyes got Melbourne’s cighth with a left foot
drop kick after about three minutes and he then quickly added another. Collingwood were struggling to keep Melbourne at bay,
but their efforts eventually produced a goal to Harry Collier. The Redlegs were playing the game at a fast pace and Moyes soon
added a third goal for the quarter, giving his team a handy advantage. Collingwood tried desperately to stop Melbourne’s onslaught
but in six minutes of wonderful football, Melbourne forged ahead, adding four goals (from Stan Wittman, debutant Francis “Pop”
Vine, Dave Duff and finally Bob Johnson). During the quarter, Melbourne had gained the advantage by switching the focus of their
attack from Johnson to Moyes to Duff and then back to Johnson, leaving the Collingwood defenders confused. At the final break
Melbourne led 14.9 (93) to Collingwood 7. 6 (48).

With Melbourne leading by 45 points going into the final term, they seemed to be assured of victory. Bob Johnson
quickly sealed the match with his sixth goal early in the quarter. Most of the fire then went out of the game and the main point of
interest became whether Collingwood full-forward, Gordon Coventry, could get his 83rd goal of the year and create anew VFL
record for the most goals in a season. There was abig cheer when he did this, but the Redlegs continued to hold sway, adding two
further goals to the Magpics’ one. Stan Wittman and Col Deanc added goals for the Redlegs, while Billy Libbis kicked one for the
Magpies. In the end, the Redlegs triumphed by 57 points —17.17 (119) t0 9.8 (62).

Melbourne Collingwood
Quarter time 4.5 1.1
Halftime 7.7 6.4
Three-quarter time 14.9 7.6
Fulltime 17.17 (119) 9.8 (62)
Best: Melbournc - Johnson, Wittman, Moyes, Streeter, Abernethy, Warne-Smith, White,

Davidson, Chadwick, Duff.
Collingwood - S. Coventry, H. Collicr, Harris, Beasley, Shanahan, Wescott, Wilson,
Beveridge.
Goals:  Melbournc - Johnson (6), Moyes (3), Wittman (3), Duff (2), Dcane, Taylor, Vine.
Collingwood - H. Collicr (3), G. Coventry (2), Baker, A. Collier, Libbis, Makcham.
Umpire: J. McMurray Snr. MCG attendance: 59,632



Year Venue Att. | Norm Smith Medal Year Venue Att. | Norm Smith Medal
1897 No Grand Final Essendon Premiers Geelong Runners-up - - - 1965 | GrandFinal Essendon 1421(105) | StKilda 916(70) | MCG 104,846 | -

1898 Grand Final Fitzroy 5.8(38) | Essendon 3.5(23) | Junction Oval 16538 | - 1966 Grand Final StKilda 10.14(74) | Collingwood 10.13(73) | MCG 102,055 | -

1899 Grand Final Fitzroy 3.9(27) | SouthMelbourne 3.8(26) | JunctionOval 4823 | - 1967 GrandFinal Richmond 1618 (114) | Geelong 1515(105) | MCG 109,396 | -

1900 | GrandFinal Melbourne 410(34) | Fitzroy 3.12(30) | EastMelb.CG 20,181 | - 1968 | GrandFinal Carlton 714(56) | Essendon 85(53) | MCG 16,828 | -

1901 | GrandFinal Essendon 6.7(43) | Collingwood 2.4(16) | LakeOval 30,031 | - 1969 | GrandFinal Richmond 1213(85) | Carlton 812(60) | MCG 1965 | -

1902 Grand Final Collingwood 9.6(60) | Essendon 39(27) | MCG 35202 | - 1970 Grand Final Carlton 17.9(111) | Collingwood 1417 (101) | MCG 121,696 | -

1903 | GrandFinal Collingwood 47@31) | Fitzroy 311(29) | MCG 32263 | - 1971 Grand Final Hawthorn 1210(82) | StKilda 11.9(75) | MCG 18192 | -

1904 | GrandFinal Fitzroy 9.7(61) | Carlton 57(37) | MCG 32,688 | - 1972 Grand Final Carlton 28.9(177) | Richmond 22.18(150) | MCG 112,393 | -

1905 Grand Final Fitzroy 16(30) | Collingwood 25017 | MCG 30,000 | - 1973 Grand Final Richmond 16.20(116) | Carlton 1214 (86) | MCG 116,956 | -

1906 Grand Final Carlton 15.4(94) | Vitzroy 69045 | MCG @7 |- 1974 Grand Final Richmond 18.20(128) | North Melbourne 13.9(87) | MCG 113,839 | -

1907 Grand Final Carlton 614(50) | South Meclbourne 69(45) | MCG 5477 | - 1975 Grand Final North Melbourne 19.8(122) | Hawthorn 9.13(67) | MCG 10,551 | -

1908 Grand Final Carlton 55035 | Essendon 38(26) | MCG $3.400 | - 1976 Grand Final Hawthorn 13.22(100) | North Melbourne 10.10(70) | MCG 10,143 | -

1909 Grand Final South Mclbournc 414(38) | Carlton 412(36) | MCG 37,759 | - 1977 Grand Final Collingwood 10.16(76) | North Melbourne 9.22(76) | MCG 108,224 | -

1910 | GrandFinal Collingwood 9.7(61) | Carlton 6.11(47) | MCG 42,790 | - 1977 | Grand Final Replay North Melbourne 21.25(151) | Collingwood 19.10 (124) | MCG 98491 | -

1911 Grand Final Essendon sn{41) | Collingwood 411(35) | MCG 43905 | - 1978 Grand Final Hawthorn 18.13(121) | North Melbourne 1513(103) | MCG 101,704 | -

1912 Grand Final Essendon 517(47) | SouthMelbournc 49(33) | MCG 54536 | - 1979 Grand Final Carlton 1116(82) | Collingwood 1 (77) | MCG 13,545 | W.Harmes (Carl)
1913 Grand Final Fitzroy 714(56) | StKilda 513(43) | MCG 59556 | - 1980 | GrandFinal Richmond 23.21(159) | Collingwood 9.24(78) | MCG 113,461 | K.Bartlett (Rich)
1914 Grand Final Carlton 6.9(45) | SouthMeclbourne 115(39) | MCG 30495 | - 1981 Grand Final Carlton 12.20(92) | Collingwood 10.12(72) | MCG 112,964 | B.Doull (Carl)

1915 Grand Final Carlton 1.12(78) | Collingwood 69045 | MCG 39343 | - 1982 Grand Final Carlton 1419 (103) | Richmond 1213(85) | MCG 107,537 | M.Rioli (Rich)

1916 Grand Final Fitzroy 1213(85) | Carlton 88(36) | MCG 2030 | - 1983 Grand Final Hawthorn 20.20(140) | Essendon 89(57) | MCG 110,332 | C.Robertson (Haw)
1917 Grand Final Collingwood 9.20(74) | Fitzroy 59(39) | MCG 28512 | - 1984 Grand Final Essendon 14.21(105) | Hawthorn 129(81) | MCG 92,685 | B.Duckworth (Ess)
1918 Grand Final South Melbourne 9.8(62) | Collingwood 715(57) | MCG 39262 | - 1985 Grand Final Essendon 26.14(170) | Hawthorn 14.8(92) | MCG 100,042 | S.Madden (Ess)
1919 Grand Final Collingwood 1112(78) | Richmond 711(53) | MCG 5413 | - 1986 Grand Final Hawthorn 16.14(110) | Carlton 9.14(68) | MCG 101,861 | G.Ayres (Haw)
1920 Grand Final Richmond 710(52) | Collingwood 55(35) | MCG 53,908 | - 1987 Grand Final Carlton 15.14(104) | Hawthorn 9.47(71) | MCG 92,754 | D.Rhys-Jones (Carl)
1921 Grand Final Richmond 56(36) | Carlton +8(32) | MCG 3122 | - 1988 Grand Final Hawthorn 22.20(152) | Melbourne 6.20(56) | MCG 93,754 | G.Ayres(Haw)
1922 Grand Final Fitzroy 1113(79) | Collingwood 0.14(68) | MCG 50,064 | - 1989 Grand Final Hawthorn 21.18(144) | Geelong 21.12(138) | MCG 94,796 | G.Ablett Snr (Geel)
1923 Grand Final Essendon 8.15(63) | Fitzroy 610(46) | MCG 46566 | - 1990 Grand Final Collingwood 13.11(89) | Essendon 511(41) | MCG 98,944 | T.Shaw (Coll)

1924 No Grand Final Essendon Premiers Richmond Runners-Up N - 1991 Grand Final Hawthorn 20.19(139) | West Coast 13.8(86) | Waverley Park 75230 | P.Dear (Haw)

1925 Grand Final Geelong 1019(79) | Collingwood 915(69) | MCG 64288 | - 1992 Grand Final West Coast 1617(113) | Geelong 1213 (85) | MCG 95,007 | P.Matera(WCst)
1926 Grand Final Melbourne 1717(119) | Collingwood 98(62) | MCG 50632 | - 1993 Grand Final Essendon 20.13(133) | Carlton 1311(89) | MCG 96,862 | M.Long(Ess)

1927 Grand Final Collingwood 213(25) | Richmond 17(13) | MCG 34550 | - 1994 Grand Final West Coast 20.23(143) | Geelong 8.15(63) | MCG 93,860 | D.Kemp (WCst)
1928 Grand Final Collingwood 13.18(96) | Richmond 99(63) | MCG 50,026 | - 1995 Grand Final Carlton 21.15(141) | Geelong 1114 (80) | MCG 93,670 | G.Williams (Carl)
1929 Grand Final Collingwood 11.13(79) | Richmond 78(50) | MCG 63336 | - 1996 Grand Final North Melbourne 19.17(131) | Sydney 13.10(88) | MCG 93,102 | G.Archer (NMel)
1930 Grand Final Collingwood 1416 (100) | Geelong 916(70) | MCG 5022 | - 1997 Grand Final Adelaide 19.11(125) | StKilda 1316(94) | MCG 98,828 | A.McLeod (Adel)
1931 Grand Final Geelong 9.14(68) | Richmond 76(48) | MCG 60712 | - 1998 Grand Final Adelaide 15.15(105) | North Melbourne 8.22(70) | MCG 94,431 | A.McLeod (Adel)
1932 Grand Final Richmond 1314(92) | Carlton 1211(83) | MCG 69,724 | - 1999 Grand Final Kangaroos 19.10(124) | Carlton 1217(89) | MCG 94,228 | S.Grant (Kang)
1933 Grand Final South Melbourne 917(71) | Richmond 45(29) | MCG 75754 | - 2000 | GrandFinal Essendon 19.21(135) | Melbourne 1.9(75) | MCG 96,249 | J.Hird (Ess)

1934 Grand Final Richmond 19.14(128) | South Melbourne 1217(89) | MCG 65335 | - 2001 Grand Final Brisbane Lions 1518(108) | Essendon 1210(82) | MCG 91,482 | S.Hart (Bris)

1935 Grand Final Collingwood 112(78) | South Melbourne 716(38) | MCG Salsy | - 2002 | GrandFinal Brisbane Lions 1015(75) | Collingwood 9.12(66) | MCG 91,817 | N.Buckley (Coll)
1936 Grand Final Collingwood 1123(89) | SouthMelbourne 1018(78) | MCG 74019 | - 2003 | GrandFinal Brisbane Lions 20.14(134) | Collingwood 1212(84) | MCG 79,451 | S.Black (Bris)

1937 Grand Final Geelong 18.14(122) | Collingwood 1218(90) | MCG 88540 | - 2004 | GrandFinal Port Adelaide 1711(113) | Brisbane Lions 10.13(73) | MCG 77,071 | B.Pickett (PAd)
1938 | GrandFinal Carlton 1510 (100) | Collingwood 13.7(85) | MCG 96,486 | - 2005 | GrandFinal Sydney 810(58) | WestCoast 712(54) | MCG 91,828 | C.Judd (WCst)
1939 Grand Final Melbourne 2122(148) | Collingwood 1411(95) | MCG 78110 | - 2006 | GrandFinal West Coast 1213(85) | Sydney 1212(84) | MCG 97,431 | A.Embley (WCst)
1940 | GrandFinal Melbourne 15.17(107) | Richmond 10.8(68) | MCG 70330 | - 2007 | GrandFinal Gecelong 24.19(163) | Port Adelaide 68(44) | MCG 97:302 | S.Johnson (Geel)
1941 Grand Final Melbourne 19.13(127) | Essendon 13.20(98) | MCG 79,687 | - 2008 | GrandFinal Hawthorn 18.7(115) | Geelong 11.23(89) | MCG 100,012 | L.Hodge (Haw)
1942 | GrandFinal Essendon 19.18(132) | Richmond 1113(79) | Princes Park 49,000 | - 2009 | GrandFinal Geelong 12.8(80) | StKilda 914(68) | MCG 99251 | P.Chapman (Geel)
1943 Grand Final Richmond 12.14(86) | Essendon 1115(81) | Princes Park 42,100 | - 2010 Grand Final Collingwood 9.14(68) | StKilda 10.8(68) | MCG 100,016 | L.Hayes (StK)

1944 Grand Final Fitzroy 9.12(66) | Richmond 7.9(51) | Junction Oval 43,000 | - 2010 Grand Final Replay Collingwood 16.12(108) | StKilda 710(52) | MCG 93,853 | S.Pendlebury (Coll)
1945 Grand Final Carlton 1513(103) | SouthMelbourne 10.15(75) | PrincesPark 62,986 | - 201 Grand Final Geelong 1811(19) | Collingwood 129(81) | MCG 99,537 | J. Bartel (Geel)

1946 Grand Final Essendon 2218(150) | Melbourne 139(87) | MCG 3743 | - 2012 Grand Final Sydney 14.7(91) | Hawthorn 1.15(81) | MCG 99,683 | R.OKeefe (Syd)
1947 Grand Final Carlton 13.8(86) | Essendon 1119(85) | MCG 85793 | - 2013 Grand Final Hawthorn 1.11(77) | Fremantle 8.14(62) | MCG 100,007 | B.Lake (Haw)

1948 | GrandFinal Essendon 7.27(69) | Melbourne 10.9(69) | MCG 86,198 | - 2014 | GrandFinal Hawthorn 21.11(137) | Sydney n.8(74) | MCG 99,460 | L.Hodge (Haw)
1948 Grand Final Replay Melbourne 1311(89) | Essendon 78(50) | MCG 52226 | - 2015 Grand Final Hawthorn 1611(107) | West Coast 8.13(61) | MCG 98,632 | C.Rioli (Haw)

1949 | GrandFinal Essendon 18.17(125) | Carlton 616(52) | MCG 88,718 | - 2016 | GrandFinal Western Bulldogs 1311(89) | Sydney 10.7(67) | MCG 99981 | J.Johannisen (WB)
1950 Grand Final Essendon 1314(92) | North Melbourne 712(s4) | MCG 85869 | - 2017 Grand Final Richmond 16.12(108) | Adelaide 8.12(60) | MCG 100,021 | D.Martin (Rich)
1951 Grand Final Geelong 1115 (81) | Essendon 1010(70) | MCG 84100 | - 2018 Grand Final West Coast 11.13(79) | Collingwood 1.8(74) | MCG 100,022 | L.Shuey (WCst)
1952 | GrandFinal Geelong 13.8(86) | Collingwood 510(40) | MCG 81,204 | - 2019 | GrandFinal Richmond 1712(114) | GWSGiants 37(25) | MCG 100,014 | D.Martin (Rich)
1953 Grand Final Collingwood 1111 (77) | Geelong 817(65) | MCG 89,149 | - 2020 | GrandFinal Richmond 129(81) | Geelong 7.8(50) | Gabba 29,707 | D.Martin (Rich)
1954 Grand Final Footscray 15.12(102) | Melbourne 79(31) | MCG 80,897 | - 2021 Grand Final Melbourne 21.14(140) | Western Bulldogs 10.6(66) | Perth Stadium 61,118 | C.Petracca(Melb)
1955 | GrandFinal Melbourne 816(64) | Collingwood 56(36) | MCG 88,053 | - 2022 | GrandFinal Geelong 2013(133) | Sydney 84(52) | MCG 100,024 | I.Smith (Geel)
1956 Grand Final Melbourne 1719(121) | Collingwood 612(48) | MCG 115902 | - 2023 Grand Final Collingwood 1218(90) | Brisbane Lions 13.8(86) | MCG 100,024 | L “Bobby”Hill (Coll)
1957 Grand Final Melbourne 17.14(116) | Essendon 713(55) | MCG 100324 | - 2024 | GrandFinal Brisbane Lions 18.12(120) | Sydney 9.6(60) | MCG 100,013 | W.Ashcroft (Bris)
1958 Grand Final Collingwood 12.10(82) | Melbourne 9.10(64) | MCG 97,956 | - 2025 Grand Final Brisbane Lions 18.14(122) | Geelong 1.9(75) | MCG 100,022 | W.Ashcroft (Bris)
1959 Grand Final Melbourne 1713(115) | Essendon 1.12(78) | MCG 103,506 | - Victorian premiership clubs have been recognised from 1870, decades prior to the VFL/AFL’s first season in 1897.

1960 Grand Final Melbourne 8.14(62) | Collingwood 22(14) | MCG 97,457 | - Pre-VFL/AFL Victorian (1870 t01876) and Victorian Football Association (1877 to 1896) premierships were won by: Melbourne (1870,1872,1876), Carlton (1871,1873,1874,1875,1877,
1961 Grand Final Hawthorn 1316(94) | Footscray 7.9(51) | MCG 107,935 | - 1887), Geelong (1878,1879, 1880, 1882,1883,1884,1886), South Melbourne (1881,1885,1888,1889,1890), Essendon (1891,1892,1893,1894), Fitzroy (1895) and Collingwood (1896).
1962 Grand Final Essendon 13.12(90) | Carlton 810(58) | MCG 98385 | - Contests styled “Championship of Australia”, post-season games between the Victorian and South Australian premiers, were played intermittently from 1888 to 1914, and from 1968 to
1963 Grand Final Geelong 1519 (109) | Hawthorn 8.12(60) | MCG 101,452 | - 1971. With the addition of the Western Australian and Tasmanian premiers, a championship tournament was sanctioned by the Australian National Football Council from 1972t01975.
1964 Grand Final Melbourne 8.16(64) | Collingwood 8.12(60) | MCG 102,471 | - Australian championships were won by: Norwood (1888,1907), Port Adelaide (1890,1910,1913,1914), Essendon (1893), Collingwood (1896), South Adelaide (1898), West Adelaide

(1908,1911), South Melbourne (1909), Carlton (1968,1970), Richmond (1969, 1973,1974), Hawthorn (1971), North Adelaide (1972),and North Melbourne (1975).



