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A bout the MCC Library Record  
 

The MCC Library Record  is an extension of the MCC Library’s tradition of providing MCC 
Members’ Reserve patrons with complimentary reading material such as the MCC Library 
Fact Sheet. A retrospective MCC Library Record  was distributed at AFL Grand Finals from 
2013 through to 2019 and from 2022 to 2025. Each looked at the Grand Final played 100 years 
earlier. Due to the C OVID -19 outbreaks in Melbourne, and the removal of the 2020 and 2021 
Grand Finals interstate, this practice was interrupted. Your Library instead produced 
retrospectives of the 1920 and 1921 Grand Finals for the opening rounds of 2021 and 2022. This 
Grand Final day we hope you enjoy reading about the 1926 VFL Grand Final between 
Melbourne and Collingwood. When in the Members’ Reserve you are invited to visit the MCC 
Library on Level 3 of the Reserve.  
 

 

 

The State of Football 100  Years Ago  
In 1926 the Victorian Football L eague (VFL ) consisted of twelve clubs, with the top four clubs 
at the end of the home-and-away season then competing in a finals series for the premiership. 
All finals were played at the MCG. The Charles Brownlow Medal, first awarded in 1924, for the 
VFL’s “fairest and best” player as voted by the field umpires after each game was won by 
Melbourne’s Ivor Warne-Smith with nine votes. T eams consisted of 18 players and there was 
no substitution for injured players.  Footballers not selected for their VFL team played in the 
Victorian Football League second XVIII competition. Carlton won the seconds premiership by 
defeating Geelong in the curtain raiser to the VFL Grand Final.   

In the Grand Final of the state’s other senior competition, the Victorian Football 
Association (VFA) , Coburg 12.9 (81) defeated Brighton 9.11 (65) before 15,000 at the 
Motordrome (Olympic Park). It was Coburg’s first premiership since it joined the VFA in 1925 
from the VFL’s second XVIII competition.  

In interstate contests, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia, Australia’s three 
major football competitions, would play each other twice, once at home and once away.  
Although no formal interstate championship was awarded in 1926, no one state could claim 
pre-eminence over the others in any case, as each recorded one win and one win loss against 
their rivals.   

Sturt won its third South Australian premiership in 1926 by defeating North Adelaide 
9.10 (64) to 7.9 (51) in the Grand Final at the Adelaide Oval before an SA record crowd 
estimated at over 40,000. Although North had played off for the premiership, and defeated 
both Port Adelaide and Norwood in the finals to reach the Grand Final, peculiarities in the 
official ranking of clubs entailed that it was placed fourth, where it had finished after the home 
and away season.  West Adelaide’s captain-coach Bruce McGregor won his first Magarey 
Medal as the SA League’s fairest and best player.  

The Western Australian Grand Final was won by East Perth 11.19 (85) to Subiaco 5.5 (35) 
at the WACA. It was the last WA Grand Final at the venue.  Subiaco’s Johnny Leonard won the 
Sandover Medal as the WA League’s fairest and best player.  Tasmania’s state premiership 
match was played at York Park, Launceston, where Cananore (the south premiers) 7.10 (52) 
defeated a very inaccurate Launceston (the north premiers) 5.20 (50).   
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The 192 6  League Season  
Essendon started the 1926 season in great form. After the first five games of 1926 they topped 
the League ladder undefeated. It was not until Essendon faced Carlton in Round 6 that they 
were beaten, and this loss precipitated a mid-season slump. The Dons would lose to Geelong, 
Melbourne and South Melbourne in successive weeks. By Round 10 Geelong headed the table 
with nine wins, followed by Collingwood with eight, Melbourne, Carlton and Richmond with 
seven wins apiece, and Essendon with six. Carlton, who had finished ninth in 1925, was the big 
improver. South sat eighth with a mediocre five victories and five losses. Its upset win against 
Geelong in Round 11 was the first of a string of victories that put South in finals contention.  

After Round 16, Collingwood, Geelong, and Melbourne were firmly ensconced in the top 
three, leaving Essendon, South and Carlton, all on 44 points each, to battle for the last finals’ 
berth over the final two weeks. Essendon faced Carlton in Round 17 and established an early 
lead. Carlton fought back late, but Essendon won by nine points. That weekend South faced 
the ladder leader, Collingwood. The Pies led for much of the afternoon, but South rallied in the 
last quarter and got within one goal late in the match. Although they had two further shots at 
goal, both registered behinds and the Magpies won the tense encounter by six points.  

In the final round Collingwood defeated Carlton to win the minor premiership on 
percentage from Geelong. Meanwhile Essendon, which was now four points clear inside the 
top four, met South. The Southerners needed to win by about six goals to sneak into the finals 
on percentage.  South led for much of the match but struggled to get a substantial lead. Their 
three-point win was not enough to gain entry to the finals and tip Essendon out.  

In the first semi-final Essendon eliminated Geelong, and the following week Melbourne 
upset Collingwood in the second semi-final. Melbourne then narrowly defeated Essendon by 
five points in the final. This set up a Grand Final as Collingwood, the minor premiers, then 
challenged Melbourne to a Grand Final match. 
 

Collingwood and  Melbourne  in 192 6  
Collingwood and Melbourne had qualified for the finals the previous year. In 1925 Melbourne 
lost all three encounters with the Magpies. Such was the hoodoo that when the teams first met 
in 1926, the Redlegs had not beaten Collingwood since June 24, 1922.  

Both sides had won two and lost one game going into their first match at Collingwood’s 
Victoria Park.  Melbourne kicked away to a handy 29-point lead at quarter time, but they were 
pegged back. At the final change Collingwood held a three-point lead. In a tight last quarter the 
Pies held on to win. The return match at Melbourne’s MCG saw Collingwood reinforce its 
dominance resoundingly. The ladder-leaders thumped the Fuchsias by 50 points.  

Collingwood, the minor premiers, were expected to defeat Melbourne when they met in 
the 1926 second semi final. The Magpies had a 22-point lead at half-time, but after Melbourne’s 
Col Deane entered the ruck the game’s complexion changed. The Redlegs started the last 
quarter three goals up and then hung on to win by 11 points, which caused jubilant scenes.  
 

Rd 4 May 22 Collingwood 12.12 (84) def. Melbourne 12.7 (79) Vic. Park 

Rd 15 Aug. 21 Melbourne 6.7 (43) lost to Collingwood 13.15 (93) MCG  

SF 2 Sept. 25 Collingwood 12.12 (84) lost to Melbourne 13.17 (95) MCG  
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The 19 2 6  VFL Grand Final  
Melbourne captain Bert Chadwick won the toss and decided to kick to the Richmond end, 

which was favoured by a slight breeze. The ground was in reasonably good condition after 

some rain in the morning. Nevertheless, bright sunshine greeted the players when they came 

out to do battle. 

Melbourne began well, Bob Johnson taking a mark close to goal after just over a minute’s play 

and kicking straight to record the first major of the game. A second goal to Dick Taylor had the 

Melbourne fans cheering and the Redlegs nearly had another when Stan Wittman received a 

free kick but missed the target. After Wittman’s miss, Melbourne continued to attack, but only 

behinds resulted. The momentum changed when Harry Collier converted a long shot from a 

free kick and Collingwood had six points on the board from their first real chance up forward. 

Melbourne soon replied, however, through another goal to Johnson and seemed to be well on 

top. Nevertheless, Collingwood gradually started to find their feet: they were determined to 

close-up the game and stop the Melbourne players getting out in the open (particularly on the 

wings). This worked well until Johnson got his third goal from a free kick. No more goals were 

scored that quarter, Melbourne leading 4.5 (29) to 1.1 (7) at the first break. 

The second quarter was about four minutes old when Harry Collier snapped his second goal 

for the game, and Collingwood got a third when Bob Makeham converted following a pass 

from Collier. Melbourne replied when Dave Duff kicked their fifth goal via a long snap, and Bob 

Johnson marked and got another soon after. Collingwood then moved Charlie Tyson on to 

Johnson as they raised their efforts to stay in the game. A good mark by Gordon Coventry, 

following a pass from Albert Collier, got them going again and a snap by Albert Collier brought 

them another six points closer to the Redlegs. With the Magpies playing with determination 

and vigour, which Melbourne tried to match, it seemed that the tide might be turning in the 

Magpies’ favour, but they could only add behinds until Reg Baker kicked a goal late in the 

quarter. At the main break Melbourne led 7.7 (49) to 6.4 (40). 

After half-time, Syd Coventry was moved on to Bob Johnson, and Harry Chesswas went into 

the centre on Ivor Warne-Smith, while Jack Beveridge moved to the half-forward flank. The 

game was still in the balance, but Melbourne took it away from Collingwood in the third term, 

adding seven goals to the Magpies’ one. Harry Moyes got Melbourne’s eighth with a left foot 

drop kick after about three minutes and he then quickly added another. Collingwood were 

struggling to keep Melbourne at bay, but their efforts eventually produced a goal to Harry 

Collier. The Redlegs were playing the game at a fast pace and Moyes soon added a third goal for 

the quarter, giving his team a handy advantage. Collingwood tried desperately to stop 

Melbourne’s onslaught but in six minutes of wonderful football, Melbourne forged ahead, 

adding four goals (from Stan Wittman, debutant Francis “Pop” Vine, Dave Duff and finally Bob 

Johnson). During the quarter, Melbourne had gained the advantage by switching the focus of  
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their attack from Johnson to Moyes to Duff and then back to Johnson, leaving the Collingwood 

defenders confused. At the final break Melbourne led 14.9 (93) to Collingwood 7. 6 (48). 

With Melbourne leading by 45 points going into the final term, they seemed to be assured of 

victory. Bob Johnson quickly sealed the match with his sixth goal early in the quarter. Most of 

the fire then went out of the game and the main point of interest became whether Collingwood 

full-forward, Gordon Coventry, could get his 83rd goal of the year and create a new VFL record 

for the most goals in a season. There was a big cheer when he did this, but the Redlegs 

continued to hold sway, adding two further goals to the Magpies’ one. Stan Wittman and Col 

Deane added goals for the Redlegs, while Billy Libbis kicked one for the Magpies. In the end, the 

Redlegs triumphed by 57 points – 17.17 (119) to 9.8 (62). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ball spills through 

hands in Melbourne’s 

forward line during the 

1926 Grand Final.  

The players are (from left): 

Leo Wescott (C), Harry 

Moyes (M), Jim Shanahan 

(C), Dick Taylor (M), Dave 

Duff (M) and George 

Beasley (C).  Australasian, 

October 16, 1926. 
 

1926 VFL Grand Final  
Saturday October 9, 1926, 3:00pm 

 
 
 

Melbourne 4.5 7.7 14.9 17.17 (119) 
Collingwood  1.1 6.4    7.6    9.8 (62) 

 

Best:  Melbourne – Johnson, Wittman, Moyes, Streeter, Abernethy, Warne-Smith, 
White, Davidson, Chadwick, Duff. 

 Collingwood – S. Coventry, H. Collier, Harris, Beasley, Shanahan, Wescott, 
Wilson, Beveridge. 

Goals: Melbourne – Johnson (6), Moyes (3), Wittman (3), Duff (2), Deane, Taylor, 
Vine. 

 Collingwood – H. Collier (3), G. Coventry (2), Baker, A. Collier, Libbis, 
Makeham. 

 

Umpire:   J. McMurray Snr. MCG attendance:    59,632 
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19 2 6  VFL  Grand Final Teams  
 

 
 

 
 

Melbourne 
 

Navy Blue & Red 
 

Coach :  Bert Chadwick 

 G  B  
 

1. Stan Wittman….................. 11.1.. .....  

3. Ted Thomas….........................  .....  

4.  Jim Abernethy…......................  .....  

8. Herbert White….......................  .....  

9. Charlie Streeter…....................  .....  

10. Jack Collins…..........................  .....  

14. Ivor Warne-Smith…....................  .....  

16. Bob Johnson…............ 11.11.1.1... .....  

17. Bert Chadwick (c) ................... ... .....  

19. Harry Coy…………………….…  .....  

22. Harry Moyes…………… 11.1..…  .....  

23. Francis Vine… …. ………….. .1.. .....  

26. Bill Tymms…….………………...  .....  

28. Hugh Dunbar…….…… ……. ……  .....  

29. Jimmy Davidson .............................   .....  

31. Col Deane…….…………… 1…….  .....  

34. Dave Duff.............. ....... ...... 1..1...  .....  

35. Dick Taylor… ............ .......... 1...  .....  

Rushed......................................................  

            

 
 

Collingwood  
 

Black & White  
 

Coach:   Jock McHale 

 G  B  
 

1. Reg Baker…..... ........... .... ...... .1...  .....  

3. George Beasley….. ........ .... ........ .. .....  

4. Jack Beveridge…………..... ..... ....  .....  

7. Albert Collier…................. .....1.... .....  

8. Harry Collier… … … … … ..… 11.1... .....  

9. Syd Coventry ................................ .  .....  

10. Gordon Coventry… ...……. ...11... .....  

11. Harry Chesswas..... .......... ...... .....  .....  

13. John Harris .............. ..................  .....  

14. Billy Libbis.............. ............... 1.........  .....  

15. Bob Makeham.............. ........... 1...  .....  

16. Frank Murphy……………….. ..... . .....  

18. Joe Poulter............. .....................  .....  

21. Jim Shanahan........... ..................  .....  

22. Charles Tyson (c)........... ..............  .....  

23. Ernie Wilson........... ....................  .....  

25. Leo Wescott .............. .............. .. .....  

28. Charlie Milburn........... .................. .. .....  

Rushed.....................................................  
 

 ¼  

4 - 5 

 ½  

7 – 7 
 ¾  

14 - 9 
 Final 

17 - 17 (119) 
  ¼  

1 - 1 

 ½  

6 - 4 
 ¾  

7 - 6 
 Final 

9 - 8 (62) 
 

Melbourne Playing Positions  
 

B: 
 

Abernathy Coy Streeter 
 

HB:  
 

Thomas Dunbar Tymms 
 

C:  
 

Collins Warne-Smith Taylor 
 

HF:  
 

Davidson Johnson Wittman 
 

F: 
 

Vine Duff Moyes 
 

Foll:  
 

Chadwick (c) Deane White 

Co llingwood Playing Positions  
 

B: 
 

Poulter Beasley Wescott 
 

HB:  
 

Shanahan A. Collier Wilson 
 

C:  
 

Milburn Beveridge Harris 
 

HF:  
 

Baker Murphy Chesswas  
 

F: 
 

H. Collier G. Coventry Tyson (c) 
 

Foll:  
 

S. Coventry Makeham Libbis 
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19 2 6  VFL Ladder A fter the H ome - and - A way S eason  
  TEAM  Played Won Lost  Drawn For  Against  Percent Points 

1 Collingwood 18 15 3 - 1604 1074 149.3 60 

2 Geelong 18 15 3 - 1605 1105 145.2 60 

3 Melbourne 18 14 4 - 1720 1175 146.4 56 

4 Essendon 18 12 6 - 1303 1048 124.3 48 

5 South Melbourne 18 12 6 - 1408 1184 118.9 48 

6 Carlton 18 11 7 - 1314 1234 106.5 44 

7 Richmond 18 9 9 - 1376 1495 92.0 36 

8 Fitzroy 18 6 12 - 1363 1583 86.1 24 

9 St Kilda 18 6 12 - 1081 1427 75.8 24 

10 Footscray 18 4 14 - 1164 1665 69.9 16 

11 Hawthorn 18 3 14 1 1094 1648 66.4 14 

12 North Melbourne 18 0 17 1 1102 1496 73.7 2 
  
 
 

 

The Road to the 1 92 6  Grand Final  
Under the Argus finals system, used by the VFL from 1902-23 and 1925-30, the team that 
finished second on the table after the home-and-away rounds played the team that finished 
fourth in the first semi final. The team that topped the ladder (the minor premiers) played the 
third-placed team in the second semi final the following week. The winners of both semi 
finals met in the final. Should the minor premiers win the final they were acknowledged as 
the premiers. Should the minor premiers lose the final or semi final they could challenge the 
winner of the final to a Grand Final. This match would decide the premiership. 
 
First Semi Final  – September 18, 1926 (MCG)  
 

Essendon 17.15 (117) def. Geelong 10.10 (70)  att.  50,662 
 

Second Semi Final – September 25, 1926 (MCG)  
 

Melbourne 13.17 (95) def. Collingwood 12.12 (84) att.  44,286 
 

Final  – October 2, 1926 (MCG)  
 

Melbourne 6.6 (42) def. Essendon 5.9 (39) att.  50,162 
 
 

     

      
 

Curtain Raiser :  VFL Seconds Grand Final  

Geelong 2nds 5 13 43 

Carlton 2nds 14 11 95 

The curtain raiser for the 1926 VFL grand final was the  
grand final of the VFL Second XVIII competition.   

1926 VFL Grand Final Umpires  

Field  Jack McMurray Snr. 

Boundary 
William Davies 

Walter Naismith 

Goal 
Ernest Jenkins 

Stanley Rouvray 
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Ivo r  Warne - Smith (Melbourne )  — 

T he  192 6  Brownlow  Medal l ist  
 

Ivor Phillip Scharrer Warne-Smith was born on October 29, 1897, in 
North Sydney. His family later moved to Brighton in Melbourne. 
He was educated at Wesley College where he excelled at football, 
cricket, athletics and tennis. Claiming to be aged 18, he enlisted in 
the Australian Imperial Force in May 1915. He served at Gallipoli 
(1915) and on the Western Front (1916-18), where he was gassed. 
Both older brothers were killed in action. 

Warne-Smith began his VFL career in 1919, playing eight 

games, and kicking two goals, for Melbourne. He moved to Latrobe, 

Tasmania, in 1920, where he worked as an apple orchardist. He 

played for the local Latrobe Diehards in the North-Western 

Football Union (NWFU) competition from 1920 to 1924 and was 

captain-coach from 1922. He led them to premierships in 1922 and 

1924, captained the NWFU representative team and was runner-up 

for the NWFU’s Cheel Medal (for the best and fairest player) in 1923 and 1924. 

Warne-Smith returned to Victoria in 1925. Richmond wanted him to play for them, but 

Melbourne insisted that he was still their player. Resuming with his old club, he played a further 

138 games and kicked 108 goals from 1925 to 1932. In 1926 Melbourne won the premiership and 

Warne-Smith was awarded the Brownlow Medal. He received nine best-on-ground votes, four 

more than Geelong’s Edward “Carji” Greeves, Richmond’s Allan Geddes and teammate Bob 

Johnson. Two years later he won a second Brownlow, the first man to do so. He captain-coached 

Melbourne from 1928 to 1931 and was their non-playing coach in 1932, though he briefly came out 

of retirement as a player during the season. Additionally, he represented Victoria on six 

occasions, several as State captain. 

Warne-Smith was 182 cm (5 ft 11½) tall and performed well in almost any position, 

including the ruck, but many of his best games were as a centreman. He could kick with either 

foot, take high marks and change the direction of the game with handball. After his playing career 

ended, he wrote regularly on football for the Argus newspaper. He had joined the Vacuum Oil 

Company in 1926, was superintendent of its Yarraville terminal for many years, then executive-

assistant to the Victorian operations manager. During the Second World War, he served in the 

Australian Army Service Corps, eventually being promoted to Major.  

From 1949 until his death Warne-Smith served as chairman of selectors, and thereby 

contributed to the Demons’ premierships in 1955, 1956, 1957 and 1959. He also sat on the MCC 

committee. He retired from Vacuum Oil in 1959 and died on March 4, 1960. He was selected at 

centre half-forward in Melbourne’s Team of the Century, is a member of the Australian Football 

Hall of Fame and of Melbourne’s Hall of Fame (Legend status). He was also selected in the 

Tasmanian Team of the Century. 
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“Old Boy” on the ’26 Grand Final  
 

In his report in the Argus, “Old Boy” (RWE Wilmot) made the following comments about the 

1926 Grand Final: 

In a side where all did so well it is almost invidious to single anyone out of the Melbourne 

side. Some men, however, had the greater opportunities. Thus Johnson must be 

mentioned first for his wonderful marking and his six goals – he kicked seven behinds as 

well – and his usefulness was very great. Associated with him in attack were Wittman 

(three goals and a behind), who played havoc with the opposition defence; Moyes (three 

goals two behinds), and Duff (two goals two behinds), both of whom played very well. 

The Melbourne attack was well manned. At the other end of the ground Streeter, 

Abernethy, Tymms, Thomas, Dunbar, and Coy were splendid, and Dunbar had a useful 

term in the ruck. Across the centre Collins, Warne-Smith and Taylor did very well. 

White and Davidson, as rovers, and Chadwick, Deane, and Vine, as ruck men, were solid 

and sure, Vine making an attractive first appearance. 

For Collingwood there were fewer men at their top. Syd. Coventry, though 

suffering from a painful boil on his leg, played magnificently. He was always playing up 

hill, but it was the effort of a champion. H. Collier was more than useful forward, and did 

many good things. Little Harris, on the wing, was busy, persistent, and plucky, and he 

took one mark which staggered the crowd. He handled the ball more often, perhaps, than 

anyone on the ground. Beasley, in goal, and Shannahan (sic), when he went for the ball, 

were good; Wescott and Wilson were tigers in defence. Beveridge and Chesswas were 

often in evidence, but there were too many on the side who did not pull their weight. 

Collingwood worked hard, but they lacked the brilliance of their opponents, and in the 

bumping Melbourne were by no means second. 

 

A Flag for the Fuchsias   

In football’s earliest years Melbourne was known as the “Invincible 

Whites”, as the team donned all-white cricket clothing. In 1872, club 

identity Larry Bell returned from England with two pairs of red 

stockings. Melbourne eventually incorporated the stockings into their 

playing gear and adopted blue and red as the team colours. Fans soon 

referred to Melbourne as the Redlegs. In the early VFL years the team 

was also known as the Fuchsias because the colours were reminiscent of 

the flower. Herald cartoonist Sam Wells often depicted Melbourne 

players such as Bill Tymms (right) as flowers. The club retained the 

Fuchsias nickname until 1936, when their coach, Frank “Checker” 

Hughes, gave them a more aggressive moniker – the Red Demons. 
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Celebrating Melbourne ’s  Premiership   
 

On October 12, the Argus reported that the 

Melbourne players had been entertained at 

a social function in the MCG pavilion, 

organised by the club’s social committee, 

on the Monday evening following the 

Grand Final.  
 

The premiership win attracted a large 

crowd, “a room that could hold 200 people 

comfortably” having “to accommodate at 

least 400”. In attendance were many past 

and present office-bearers of both the 

football and cricket clubs, plus many “old 

players”. After the Chairman of the Social 

Committee (Mr A.F. Vivian) had proposed 

a toast to the players and officials, the 

Melbourne captain, Bert Chadwick, 

responded. 
 

Chadwick praised the work of club 

secretary Andrew Manzie and the  

committee, and then said that, on the field, 

his contribution had only been as one of the 

34 players on the list. “They are a wonderful 

lot of players, and a wonderful lot of 

fellows”, he said, “and they have that great 

club spirit that makes them help one another. No club has that spirit more than we 

have.” Chadwick concluded his remarks by paying tribute to the fine football played 

during the season by Brownlow Medallist, Ivor Warne-Smith.  
 

Other speakers included Warne-Smith (vice-captain), Committeeman Dr Ramsay 

Mailer, Andrew Manzie, MCC President Sir Leo Cussen, who said that he was the 

oldest Melbourne player in the room, having played in 1884, and MCC Secretary, 

Hugh Trumble, who said that the premiership had given the supporters a great deal of 

pleasure and none more pleasure than “the founder of the game Mr. H.C.A. Harrison, 

who, despite the fact that he would be aged 90 years on Saturday, saw the match last 

Saturday, and was very enthusiastic”. 

Premiership player Jack Collins kept this memento 
of the 1926 season. The menu was for a dinner 
tendered by Melbourne players on October 27, 
1926. Kindly donated to the Australian Gallery of 
Sport and Olympic Museum by the family of  
J. A. Collins. [1986.1108] 
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Did You Know?  
 

• The 1926 premiership was Melbourne’s second in the VFL. While the club’s 1900 

premiership pennant is in the MCC Museum, the Redlegs’ 1926 flag is missing. 

• The 1926 pennant was raised by H.C.A. Harrison, a celebrated early champion of the 

game, at the MCG before the start of the Redlegs’ first home match of 1927.    

• At the end of the 1926 season, Fitzroy had won seven premierships, Essendon six, 

Carlton and Collingwood five each, South Melbourne, Richmond and Melbourne 

two, and Geelong one. St Kilda, and the recently admitted Hawthorn, Footscray and 

North Melbourne, were yet to win a premiership. 

• Melbourne’s 1926 side would be the last team to win the League premiership from 

third position until North Melbourne won their first flag in 1975.  

• There was a sensation in the 1926 (preliminary) final between Melbourne and 

Essendon when champion Melbourne centreman, Bob Corbett, was ‘king hit’ by an 

Essendon player just before half time. He sustained a broken jaw and did not return 

to the field after the break. In those days, injured players could not be replaced so 

Melbourne had to continue the match with only 17 men. When, in 1930, the League 

introduced a reserve player who could come on to the ground to replace an injured 

player, this was seen as at least partly due to the “Corbett incident”. Late in the last 

quarter, with Melbourne holding a slender lead, a figure with his head swathed in 

bandages ran on to the field. It was Corbett, who had made his way unnoticed on to 

the field to try to help his teammates. He was barely conscious and didn’t get a kick, 

but Melbourne held on to win by three points. 

• Bob Corbett was unable to play in the Grand Final. His replacement was Francis 

“Pop” Vine, who made his League debut for Melbourne after previously playing for 

the Old Melburnians in the amateur competition. Vine is one of just four players in 

AFL/VFL history to play in a premiership side on debut, along with Billy James 

(Richmond 1920), George Rawle (Essendon 1923) and Marlion Pickett (Richmond 

2019). He went on to play a total of 105 games for Melbourne, kicking 41 goals. A 

centre half-back, he was club captain in 1932 and 1933. 

• Melbourne’s two wins over Collingwood in the 1926 finals series were its only wins 

against the Magpies between 1922 and 1937.  

 
 

 

The MCC Library Record is the match day program of the Melbourne Cricket Club Library. The views 
expressed are those of the editors and authors and are not necessarily those of the Melbourne Cricket Club. 
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Above: Football Record, Vol. 15, No. 25, October 9, 1926. 
From the estate of Bert Chadwick, 1926 Melbourne captain. 

 

Cover:   1926 Grand Final. Australasian, October 16, 1926. 


